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Tue late Rey. Malcolm M‘Millan was 
born on the Ist of June, 1799, at Corrie, 
in the beautiful and romantic island of 
Arran. His parents became pious after 
their marriage, and prior to his birth ; 
and, as they were eminent for holiness, 
he enjoyed from his infancy the unspeak- 
able privilege of religious parental in- 
struction. When he was twelve years 
of age, the island of Arran was visited 
by a very general revival of religion. 
During this awakening, he was brought 
under serious convictions, which ended 
in his saying conversion to God. From 
the testimony of an aged disciple now, 
or very recently, residing in Arran, we 
learn, that about this period it was a 
common practice with young Malcolm, 
when returning from school, which was 
some miles distant from his father’s 
house, to steal away unperceived from 
_ his companions, and retire to the moun- 

tains, that there, amid the grandeur 
and the solitude of nature, he might 
~ pour out his heart in prayer to Almighty 

God. Our informant, who was a shep- 
herd, states, that one day, whilst looking 
after some stray sheep, he was arrested 
by the sound of a human voice proceed- 
ing from belind a large rock. He lis- 
tened, and found that it was Malcolm, 
wrestling with God in prayer. The sub- 
limity of this scene may be conceived by 
those who are at all conversant with the 
wild and awfully grand scenery of Arran. 
The shepherd, it may be proper to state, 
went off unperceived ; but often after- 
wards watched the young disciple going 
to the same spot, and for the same pur- 
" pose: 
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At the age of fourteen he was received 
a member of the Independent church in 
Arran, under the pastoral care of the 
Rey. Alexander M‘Kay. “To our great 
comfort,” says Mr. M‘Kay, “he proved 
an eminent example of early piety. I 
had much happiness in him as a member 
of the church, also as my pupil while 
pursuing his studies under my care. I 
cannot remember that ever he grieved 
me. He loved all, and was beloved by 
all. God had endowed him with a very 
amiable temper, and ‘when brought un- 
der the influence of the gospel, he 
adorned its doctrines in an eminent 
degree.” 

A few years after having made a pro- 
fession of religion he remoyed to Irvine, 
in Ayrshire, whither his parents and 
their family shortly went to reside. 
Here he wasyapprenticed to the business 
of a joiner and house carpenter. This 
occupation, it is probable, he would 
have prosecuted but for the following 
circumstance, which, however painful at 
the time, was doubtless designed by 
Him whose “ ways ure not as our ways, ” 
for the furthering of what afterwards ap- 
peared so evidently to be his design con- 
cerning his servant. By an accident of 
a serious nature his arm was so much in- 
jured as to render it impracticable for 
him to continue his trade, and imperative 
that he should turn his thoughts to some 
lighter employment: hence, after mature 
deliberation, he began to teach. “ For 
this purpose,” says Mr. M‘Kay, “ he was 
eminently qualified, both by nature and 
by grace. He combined patience, gen- 
tleness, and wisdom, with firmness, per- 
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severance, and decision. He also taught 
a sabbath evening school, where his 
happy and rare talent for conveying in- 
struction to the youthful mind was stri- 
kingly exemplified, and where it was 
rendered eminently subservient to the 
promotion of God’s glory.” 

Whilst in Irvine Mr. M‘Millan attend- 
ed upon the ministry of the late Rev. G. 
Barclay. In doing so he had his atten- 
tion directed to the consideration of the 
subject of baptism; and having, after 
mature and prayerful consideration be- 
come persuaded of the duty of believers’ 
baptism by immersion, he was baptized 
by Mr. B., and added to the church un- 
der his care. In this connexion he was 
loved and esteemed as he had been in 
Arran, and his name and his memory 
are still fragrant in the hearts of the sur- 
vivors with whom he was wont to take 
sweet counsel, and with whom he de- 
lighted to walk to the house of God in 
company. A few years after.the remo- 
val of the family to Irvine, Mr. M‘M.’s 
father died. By this painful bereave- 
ment he was left in charge of his widowed 
mother and her numerous offspring. In 
this painfully interesting situation, his 
moral excellencies became more and 
more developed. He was a most duti- 
ful son and brother. His influence over 
the younger members of the family was 
that of a judicious and conscientious 
parent ; whilst his aged mother found 
him a stay, a support, and an inesti- 
mable comfort. Mr. M‘M., it is well 
known, was eminently distinguished for 
& missionary spirit; about this time it 
was fanned into a more than usual ar- 
dour, and he seriously thought of going 
out to Serampore. He had several in- 
terviews with Dr. Marshman, then on a 
visit to this country, relative to this im- 
portant subject. The Dr. approved of, 
and encouraged him in, his desien. He 
began to make preparations for the voy- 
age, but the vessel in which he expected 
to have embarked set sail earlier than 
he anticipated, and before another vessel 
was ready for sailing his plans were 
altered. Hearing of his devotedness to 
the work of the ministry, and his accep- 
tableness as an occasional supply, the 
Baptist church in Greenock, being with- 
out a pastor, invited him to visit them. 
With this invitation he complied, and 
laboured diligently to revive the cause, 
which he found reduced to a miserably 


low ebb. His efforts were highly es-. 


teemed by the pious and judicious, and 
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what is of more account, they were 
owned of God to the conversion of some 
who have proved bright ornaments to 
their profession. Here, however, he was 
not happy. The leaven of a bad spuit, 
which had driven away their former pas- 
tor, and rendered the once fruitful field 
a comparative desert, still lingered in 
the church, and so afflicted his gentle 
spirit as to make him sigh for the sound 
of his master’s voice, calling him to la-_ 
bour in some other part of his extensive 
vineyard. 

On its being ascertained that he was 
not happy at Greenock, he was invited 
by the church in Stirling to succeed the 
estimable Mr. Grant, who was about to 
remoye, or who had removed, to Ame- 
rica. The church in Stirling, found Mr. 
M‘M., in all that was amiable and lovely, 
to be a counterpart to their former min- 
ister ; whilst from his freedom from se- 
cular engagements, he was able to devote 
himself more fully to the work. He was 
ordained over the church in Stirling on 
the 2nd of April, 1835. The ministers 
who officiated were the Rev. Messrs. 
Haldane of Edinburgh, Barelay of Ir- 
vine, Patterson of Glasgow, and Thom- 
son of Perth. In addition to the pastor- 
ate, he was an agent of the Home Mis- 
sionary Society, and preached in ten of 
the surrounding villages. In his itine- 
rant labours he took great delight, and 
he had the happiness of seeing, in nearly 
all the villages he visited, that the work 
of the Lord was prospering in his hands. 
In Stirling, whilst he sedulously attended 
to the spiritual interests of his flock, he 
acted also the part of a town missionary ; 
not that he was engaged as such, but 
his concern for the moral condition of 
the poor was so great, that notwithstand- 
ing his general debility he made it a 
point of conscience to visit and preach 
to those who but for him would seldom 
or ever have heard the message of mercy. 
His regard for the poor made him be- 
loved by the poor. “Could you take a 
turn with me,” says his widow, “and 
see the poor he used to visit, and the 
tears that are shed at the mention of his 
name !—‘ Oh how we miss Mr. MM,’ 
say some ; ‘His memory will be dear to 
us while we live,’ say others ; ‘He was 
the means of bringing me back when I 
was going far astray ;’ ‘It was he first 
led me to a saving knowledge of the 
truth,’ A man of sceptical opinions said 
a few weeks since, ‘Mr. M‘M.’s un- 
flinching, laborious visiting of the cholera 
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patients, was one of the strongest evi- 
dences he had seen for the truth of 
Christianity.’ ”” From the above, it will 
be evident to all who knew Mr. 
M‘Millan, that he laboured far beyond 
his strength. His heart was in his work 
however, and when friends would have 
said to him, as they frequently did, “ Mr. 
M‘M., this will never do, you will kill 
yourself ;” he would have replied, 
“Well, and where would I die but at 
my post.” If it was added, as some- 
times was the case, ‘“‘ If you wish to let 
us have the benefit of your labours for 
any length of time, you ought to spare 
yourself,” his answer generally was, 
“ better to wear out than to rust out.” 
In 1832, Mr. M‘M: was married to 
Miss Margaret Thomson, of Callander, 
and never perhaps did a union of eight 
years subsist in greater harmony, or con- 
duce to more of mutual happiness. 
Shortly before his marriage, his health, 
which as already hinted was never ro- 
bust, received a violent shock from 
which it never wholly recovered: “ re- 
turning from the country considerably 
heated, a friend met him in the street, 
and kept him talking till he became very 
cold; he then went into one of the 
closes, and preached in an over-heated 
room to a number of poor people. That 
night he was seized with a cough, and 
next day with a slight spitting of blood.” 
This spitting of blood was the precursor 
of many and repeated attacks of the 
same kind, which became more and 
more violent and alarming, and at last 
terminated in his death. He died Feb, 
7, 1840, aged forty-one years. The 
closing scene of this good man’s life is 
thus described by his sorrowing widow, 
in a letter to the writer, dated March 
22: ‘On the night of his decease we 
were out at Newhouse, at a public 
meeting, where my beloved Malcolm de- 
livered a short address and prayed twice. 
The night being coarse we returned 
early. On coming home he changed his 
elothes; he took his usual supper of por- 
ridge and milk, which he relished much. 
We then had family worship, after 
which he took his pipe, and sat reading. 
He complained of a slight shivering in 
his back. I advised him to go to bed. 
He assented. When I returned, after at- 
tending to some domestic affairs, I found 
him still reading. He intimated that he 
was now well, and that if I would go to 
bed he would follow. I did so, but did 
not sleep. Shortly he laid down his 
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book, and was a long time engaged in 
secret prayer. Having put out the light 
and stepped into bed, he almost immedi- 
ately after gave a slight cough, and ex- 
claimed, ‘It is blood.’ I sprang out of 
bed; he followed, and said,*Send for 
the doctor, and get water.’ Having sent 
for the decry returned, and found 
him in bed, his hands trembling with 
holding the bason. I took it from him, 
laid my left arm under his head, and 
applied the sponges out of the cold wa- 
ter as fast as I could. He turned his 
eyes, gave me a sweet smile (oh, my 
brother, a look I shall never forget) I 
said, ‘My dear, will you not speak to 
me?’ He turned his eyes away, and 
then I think, at that moment, his happy 
spirit fled to the realms of bliss and 
glory. Prior to this his look was very 
ghastly, but now his colour returned with 
so much freshness that I could not be- 
lieve he was gone. But, oh, what were 
my feelings when the doctors came in, 
and both declared that it was all over! 


‘My dear brother, I trust you will never 


feel what I did at that moment, and 
have done ever since. At the time tears 
refused to flow; my heart felt as if 
ready to burst ; every fibre of my body 
shook and trembled; but the Lord 
stood by me, and wonderfully supported 
me ; that scripture rushed into my mind, 
‘He hath done all things well.’ ” 

“The body of our departed brother,” 
says one who was present on the occa- 
sion, “ was opened, when, contrary to 
all expectation, it was found that his 
lungs were quite sound, but growing to 
his body, so that had he survived a year 
or two he would have been extremely 
tortured through want of breath. The 
root of the windpipe was, however, very 
much dilated, especially in one of the 
tubes which branch into the lungs. In 
this was the immediate cause of his 
death, for a blood-vessel which came 
through about that part, having also par- 
taken of the disease, became so decayed 
as to be easily ruptured. Accordingly, 
having by a continuance of comparative 
health for some time previously become 
rather full of blood, this tender vessel 
gave way, and caused death by suffoca- 
tion, as also by the great flow of blood.” 

His remains were followed to the 
place of interment by a large concourse 
of the inhabitants of Stirling, including 
the established and dissenting ministers, 
together with ministers and friends from 
Glasgow, Perth, and various other locali- 
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ties, so greatly and so generally was he 
esteemed and loved. Those who knew 
Mr. M‘M. best, however, will not won- 
der that such was the case ; his whole 
deportment, as a man, a Christian, and 
a minister of the gospel, was such as, in 
a virtuous community like that of Stir- 
ling, to make him beloved in life and 
respected in death. As aman, he was 
open, generous, unsuspecting, confiding. 
As a Christian he was meek, humble, 
patient, devout. He was eminently a 
man of prayer: “ About six months pre- 
vious to his removal, he was particularly 
anxious,” says his widow, “ about a re- 
vival of religion, in the church, in the 
town, and in the neighbourhood. It 
seemed to oceupy his thoughts by night 
and by day. One evening he retired, 
and was a long time engaged in prayer. 
On his return his eyes glistened ; he sat 
down beside me, took hold of both my 
hands and said, ‘O my love, my love; 
it is worth while wrestling with God ; 
but,’ he added, ‘ perhaps I ought not to 
tell you.’ I said, ‘Do tell me, it may 
do me good.’ He then said, ‘ Oh, I have 
got such a sight of Christ, such nearness 
to God, such a glorious view of Imma- 
nuel, the Lamb slain, that I feel it al- 
most too much for this poor frame to 
endure.’?” On another occasion, and 
about three months before his death, 
when not so well as usual, and confined 
to bed, “‘ My dear,” he said, addressing 
his partner, “there is a verse of a hymn 
which I feel particularly suitable to my 
case at this time. The words are— 


*T leave the world without a tear, 
Save for the friends I hold so dear ; 
To heal their sorrows Lord descend, 
And to the friendless prove a friend.’ 


He then,” says his widow, “ took hold of 
my hand, and looking me very earnestly 
* in the face, said, with great emphasis, 
‘No, my love, I have no fear of leaving 
you on the care and protection of our 
heavenly Father. I know God will care 
for you; Iam sure he will provide for 
you; I have the greatest confidence in 
casting you entirely on his care.’ I re- 
plied, ‘ But how can I endure to be left 
alone?’ He said, ‘Well, perhaps our 
exit from this world may be about the 
same time, and then, oh how blessed!’ ” 

The liberality of Mr. M‘M. was one of 
the most striking features of his Chris- 
tian character. Although his income 
was very small, and he had two orphan 
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children depending upon him, he de- 
voted a tenth of his all to the Lord. 
This tenth formed a sacred fund, out of 
which he aided deserving cases con- 
nected with the cause of Christ. 
“Oh, if Christians knew,” says his wi- 
dow, who still acts upon the same prin- 
ciple, “‘ what a blessing there is in con- 
tributing a tenth of their income to the 
cause of Christ, more would act upon it 
than do. His income being very limited, 
we had sometimes just little enough ; 
but how the Lord interposed on these 
occasions! Many times have I scen 
things as evidently as if an angel from 
heaven were sent to deliver, and I must 
say, and dear Mr. M‘M. often said it, 
‘that if there was a blessing in the wi- 
dow’s oil and barrel of meal, there was 
in our money, from the day we began 
to prove God, by giving him a tenth of 
our all.’ ” 

As a preacher, Mr. M‘M. was distin- 
guished for his plainness, his simplicity, 
his pathos, and the searching character 
of his discourses. ‘“‘ We remember,” 
says Mr. M‘Kay, ‘‘ his holy conversation, 
and his very solemn, affectionate, faith- 
ful preaching; for he was, indeed, a 
faithful and most impressive preacher. 
He never satisfied himself with preach- 
ing before the people, it was uniformly 
preaching to the people.” ‘Oh, what 
a heart-searching discourse !”’ was the 
remark made in reference to the last 
sermon he preached in Callander; 
“Yes,” it was replied ; “it was really 
shooting at the mark, not beside it, nor 
over our heads, but at the very heart.” 
Such, it is believed, was a general cha~ 
racteristic of Mr. M‘Millan’s preaching. 

The foregoing remarks are not designed 
to sketch a perfect character. Our de- 
parted brother was not perfect ; he had 
his failings, as who has not? Yet those 
who knew him best will admit that his 
failings were fewer than those of most 
men, and that he aimed at perfection, 
and panted after holiness—that holiness 
to which he has now attained, and that 
perfectign with which he is now blessed. 
““May many,” says his first pastor, “ be 
raised up to serve God in the gospel of 
his Son, who shall walk as he walked— 
who shall preach as he preached—and 
pray as he prayed—and be honoured as 
he was in turning sinners to God, and in 
building up the church in her most holy 
faith.” Amen and amen. 

Hull, Jan.19, 1841, 
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LETTER TO A YOUNG LADY ON 


My prar Miss H. 

In a few days, and I shall no longer 
be your pastor, This interesting and 
endearing connexion will soon terminate, 
and perhaps for ever! I cannot allow 
such a circumstance to occur without 
giving utterance to some of those emo- 
tions it awakens in my breast. Iam led 
into my own heart. With peculiar so- 
‘lemnity I am urged to examine, and ask 
myself the questions, “‘ Have I been 
faithful to this friend, who, as one of the 
flock of Christ, has for nearly six years 
been under my pastoral care? Have I 
wisely, affectionately, prayerfully, sought 
her spiritual interests? Has she made 
progress in heayenly attainments ? 
When I meet her at the bar of God, 
what will my Master say to me ?—what 
will he say to her ?” But, in addressing 
you, I will no longer dwell on a subject 
Ican more fully and profitably pursue 
in private meditation. 

You are about, my dear sister, to be 
introduced into new circumstances, and 
to sustain anewrelation. You will find 
it of great importance to bear in mind 
habitually, that in every situation scope 
is given for the development of Christian 
character, and for the growth of Chris- 
tian graces. And if Christ dwell in 
your heart by faith, and you feel the 
power of his love as a motive to obedi- 
ence, the various situations you may be 
~~ found in will in some way or other ad- 
vance your interests as a Christian, and 
tell on your future character. 

This is astate of probation. The va- 
rious changes in our lot are under the 
arrangement of our heavenly Father, 
with a view to our establishment in 
knowledge and piety. New scenes are 
daily opening to our view, and new 
events occurring to try our characters 
and test our principles, in a way they 
have not been tried before. They are 
appointed as a part of our moral disci- 
pline. Allow me affectionately to re- 
commend you to regard your contem- 
plated change in this view, and to enter 
on its duties governed by these consi- 
derations. It will make obedience light, 
and your duties your privileges. It will 
make you watchful, humble, diligent. 
It will invest little things with import- 
ance, as giving you an opportunity of 
illustrating the power of divine grace, 
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and glorifying your Father which is in 
heaven. It will supply you with the 
richest consolations when most you need 
them—with strength and fortitude when 
most you desire them. It will lead you 
with devout gratitude to say at all 
times, “Iam just where my heavenly 
Father would have me be, and I am 
here that I may show forth his worthy 
praise.” The gospel in its nature and 
influence is at all times the same; and 
is subject to no change. But the changes 
to which we are subject afford opportu- 
nity for the exhibition of its excellencies 
in some new way, and to adom it ina 
manner we could not do previously. 
The same principles that swayed Joseph 
in Potiphar’s house, influenced him in 
an Egyptian prison ;“and they were the 
same principles that governed and en- 
nobled him when he shone in Pharaoh’s 
court. But these circumstances being 
in their nature very different, exhibited 
religion in different ways; but always 
surrounded it with loveliness, always 
invested it with solemnity. 

Now, my dear friend and sister, carry 
your views and feelings as a Christian 
into your new condition, and carry them 
with increased strength and brightness. 
Seek to be moved by them in fulfilling 
the duties of connubial life. Those 
principles which enabled you to adorn 
your profession as a daughter, a friend, 
and as the member of a Christian church, 
will be found equally powerful in con- 
straining you to honour your Lord as a 
wife. The grace that sustained you 
when teaching in the sabbath school, 
and that influenced you when in the 
church or social circle, and which has 
called for the esteem of your London 
friends, will, if you seek it, shine at your 
own fireside, and lead your husband to 
respect you as a Christian, as well as to 
love you as a wife. And to possess both 
is essential to your happiness and to his 
honour. Remember, the friend who 
seeks your hand, expects he is marrying 
a Christian. He expects in you a friend, 
—a companion, to whom he can unbo- 
som all bis mind, and from whom he 
expects to enjoy sympathy in spiritual 
conflicts, and not in temporal matters 
only. Act the Christian, or rather, be 
the Christian, in everything. Cultivate 
spirituality of mind; seek more and 
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more that the love of Christ be shed 
abroad in your heart by the Holy Spirit ; 
be much in secret prayer; and in this 
way you will not only make personal 
progress, and increase your enjoyment 
of the truth, but your husband will find 
in you a true yoke-fellow, you will 
“walk together as heirs of the grace of 
life,” and ‘ your mutual prayers will not 
be hindered.” Let the love of Jesus be 
the theme of your daily meditation ; let 
his honour be the end proposed in all 
your actions; let the precepts of his 
word, and the example of his life, be 
your rule in every duty. You will then 
make a good wife, and will command 
the love and respect of all the good. 
Then the heart of your husband will 
safely trust you ; you will do him good 
and not eyil, all the days of your life. 
Strength and honour will then be your 
clothing; you will rejoice in time to 
come. You will open your mouth with 
wisdom, and in your tongue will be the 
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law of kindness. The church of God 
will then point to you and say, “A wo- 
man that feareth the Lord, she shall be 
praised ;” and they will pour forth their 
hearts to God for you (and none more 
fervently than the writer of this), and 
devoutly exclaim, “Give her of the 
fruit of her hands, and let her own 
works praise her in the gates.” 

Finally, my dear friend, farewell! 
May the Lord be your light and salva- 
tion! May you have his presence and 
guidance through life, and at last an 
abundant entrance into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ! This is the prayer of one who 
highly esteems you, and the dear family 
of which you are a member, and who 
subscribes himself your old pastor, and 
beloved friend and brother in Christ 
Jesus. 

Josep RotuEry. 


London, Nov. 7, 1840. 
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OR 


GRACE DISPLAYED AT 


Accompanyine my dear friend §., in 
the spring of last year, in one of his 
visits to the negro village of Plantation 
, West Indies, we called at one 
cottage undistinguished from the rest 
but by its dirty and dilapidated appear- 
ance, where, however, in its sole inmate, 
a sight met my view of the most painful 
character. Poor Nannie, a middle-aged 
negro woman, had for many years been 
subject to a loathsome disease, which 
had left little but her emaciated skele- 
ton, covered all over literally with 
wounds and putrefying sores, a kind of 
ulceration which had changed her pro- 
per sable hue to a sickly yellow, and 
made her, exposed as her person was 
from the very slight clothing she was 
able to bear, one of the most pitiable 
objects I ever beheld. But all sad and 
sorrowful as was her outward condition, 
there was, alas, no alleviation to such 
misery in the healthy, happy state of her 
mind. 


Having been in this case many years, 
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and all this time known to S. and a be- 
loved fellow-labourer of his, already 
fallen asleep, their efforts for her spiri- 
tual welfare, and earnest prayers, had 
been unceasing, but hitherto apparently 
in vain; and when, on this occasion, we 
attempted to draw her thoughts to the 
solemn subject of her eternal interests, 
she would not even listen to us, but 
eagerly sought alms, and poured out sad 
tales of the want of sympathy she ex- 
perienced from her neighbours. These 
we were happy to find had no founda- 
tion ; and, for some time past, her wants 
had been met by my kind friend and 
others, who deeply felt her unhappy si- 
tuation. 

The remainder of our visit to this vil- 
lage was far more grateful and encour- 
aging; but I could not forget, as we re- 
turned home, poor Nannie. It seemed 
one of those cases especially calling for 
faith and patience, and intended to teach 
the most diligent and faithful servant of 
Jesus, that “ power belongeth unto God.” 


NANNIE THE NEGRESS. 


Some weeks, I believe months, after- 
- wards, I was again in dearS.’s company, 
and inquiring of him after others, he 
quickly reminded me of our late visit to 

and poor Nannie, and gave me 
the following equally unexpected and 
delightful account of her :—“ I had seen 
her often,” said he, “since you were 
with me, and again and again bid her 
come and welcome to Jesus; at the 
same time most earnestly setting before 
her, her fearful danger in continuing to 
neglect and despise him; but on each 
occasion felt less hope than ever con- 
cerning her, The other day, however, 
while engaged elsewhere, 1 was sud- 
denly summoned by her neighbours, who 
told me poor Nannie was much worse, 
probably dying. With a very heavy 
heart I set out. On reaching the cottage 
it was quite full, and a seat was placed 
for me close to the bed where the poor 
creature lay in the last stage of the hor- 
rid disease which had now reached her 
throat, and almost suffocated her with 
ulceration. Earnestly looking up’ for 
grace and wisdom nightly to deal with 
this poor wanderer in her last hours of 
mortal suffering, and for faith to be 
given her even yet to lay hold of the 
free and boundless mercy of our forgiv- 
ing God,—I put a simple question to 
poor Nannie, at once to inform her of 
my presence and increased anxiety for 
her soul, And oh, what was my aston- 
ishment and thankfulness, to hear in re- 
ply, the full ‘confession of her mouth 
unto salvation.’ Hardly able, indeed, 
‘to give utterance to her burning, over- 
flowing thoughts of faith and love, her 
look, so altered, told me as fully as her 
words, the blessed and delightful change 
she had experienced. Instead of the 
sad despairing wretchedness formerly 
depicted, as youremember, on her ema- 
ciated countenance, it now literally 
beamed with hope and joy; and she did 
not leave me to inquire the cause of so 
complete a transformation, but in broken 
accents told me, that, till the previous 
evening she had never felt herself a sin- 
ner; that then, all at once finding her 
- bodily disease rapidly increasing, the 
thought of death rushed into her mind, 
and with it, an overwhelming sense of 


Ih! 


her sin and danger. She was alone, she 
said, with no one to speak to, but, in 
her agony of spirit, earnestly sought to 
remember all we had ever said to her, 
recollected what she had heard from us 
of Jesus, his death, his blood, his resur- 
rection, his finished work; that while 
engaged in this exercise of soul, faith 
had been given her; she had called on 
the name of the Lord, and had seen, as 
in a moment, all her sin already borne 
away, already laid in the grave of her 
Lord, and there left when he rose from 
the dead, no more to appear against her 
for ever. Desiring to feel more assured 
of the reality of this wonderful work of God 
in this poor dying woman, I then ques- 
tioned her very closely, endeavouring to 
place her sin in all its true colours before 
her eyes, and the certainty of her very 
speedy summons to appear in her Ma- 
ker’s presence ; but I found, indeed, my 
work had been already anticipated by 
One far more skilled in all the windings 
and depths of the human heart, even the 
heart-searching and rein-trying God. 
Her sins, in her own eyes, were of the 
deepest dye, but she could not see them 
in the eyes of her God, for ‘ the blood, 
the blood,’ she repeatedly, and most ener- 
getically said, was all her Father looked 
at, and there was no judgment, no hell, 
for her. Her clear view of the work of 
atoning love was indeed most wonderful 
and delightful. All around were deeply 
affected, and many who had long pro- 
fessed their faith in the same rich, and 
full, and free salvation, confessed them- 
selves never to have felt as they now 
did, the value and preciousness of the 
blood of Christ. 

“ After this visit, so refreshing and in- 
structive to my own soul, poor Nannie 
lingered for about a week, during which 
I repeatedly saw her. Her growth in 
grace and knowledge was most rapid, 
her faith never once seemed shaken, and 
in the most happy, triumphant state, 
she fell asleep in Jesus, a few days ago. 
Oh, what a lesson, dear !” added 
he, “to ‘continue steadfast, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.’ ” 

E. B. A. 
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BAPTIST WORTHIES.—No. IX. 
JOHN SING- 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear S1r,—The following letter, which lately came into my hands, written by the 
Rev. John Sing, the first pastor of the Baptist church at Bridgnorth, Shropshire, to his 
friend and fellow worshipper, Luke Millner, may perhaps be deemed worthy of preserva- 
tion among your valuable relics. The letter is without date; it was probably written 
towards the close of his life. He died July 12, 1753, having presided over the church 
upwards of forty years. The church, therefore, must have been formed soon after the 
year 1700, and probably by the personal labours of Mr. Sing, who was himself the first 
that became a dissenter, out of a respectable family resident in the town, | : 

The place of worship which the little flock under Mr. Sing’s care occupied at the begin- 
ning was near the bridge that crosses the Severn. Thence they removed to a more com- 
modious building erected on the spot which is now occupied, but which has been repeat- 
edly enlarged. It was registered at the Quarter Sessions in 1738. 

Mr. Sing associated with the most respectable men in the denomination. The names of 
of John Gill, Jos. Stennett, Samuel Stennett, Benj. Beddome, John Ryland, John Over- 
berry, and others, are on the primary trust deed for property belonging to the cause over 
which he presided. 5 

Through successive generations, up to the present time, the family of the good man 
who commenced the interest in the town have continued warmly attached to the cause; 
and it is pleasing to observe, that now the church is enjoying peace and prosperity under 


the pastoral care of its minister, the Rev. Mr. Payn. 


Birmingham, Nov. 24, 1840. 


Dear brother Millner,— 


Thad thoughts of coming out this day, 
but am scarce capable of acting in pub- 
lic, although through unmerited good- 
ness, and notwithstanding much severe 
illness, I am not only preserved, but in 
a great measure restored, and hope shall 
be capable of going abroad and seeing 
you pretty quickly. I am sorry we are 
both obliged to keep silent sabbaths, not 
so much methinks with respect to our 
own personal loss, as upon the account 
of those sincere, happy few that belong 
to us: but God, we know, can turn a 
wilderness into a sanctuary, and far be 
it from us to think that any of God’s 
people are alone so long as the Father 
is with them. 

I thank God I have had the comfort- 
ing presence of my Friend sometimes 
with me in my illness, and do verily be- 
lieve I have had the benefit of your 
prayers, though not of your company: 
pray, dear brother, go on with the rest 
of our dear friends, to beg of God that I 
may not only be restored to health, but 
more especially to more eminent degrees 
of sanctity and usefulness; and that I 

‘may be rendered more capable, if not of 
informing your judgments, yet of stirring 
up your pure minds by way of remem- 


THomas MorGan. | 


brance, that so our profiting might ap- 
pear unto all, and that at last he that 
sows, and they that reap, may rejoice 
together. 

I find your disorder is very great, and 
hangs on long ; but I firmly believe both 
are absolutely needful, and question not 
but they will terminate in God’s glory, 
your own and others’ advantage. 

Please to consider that you and J 
have received a great deal of good from 
the hands of the Lord, and that our en- 
joyments haye vastly surmounted our 
sufferings ; and shall we not receive 
evil ?—is it not requisite that God should 
set the one against the other. All fair 
would destroy us; and happy for us 
when clouds and storms make us mind 
our home and mend our pace. 

And now that our good God would 
be with us, and be our guide and guard, 
in all our duties and in all our difficul- 
ties, whether living or dying, is the 
desire and prayer of your poor, afflicted, 
sympathizing brother in Christ, 

Joun Sine. 

My service to Mrs. Millner, and hope 
the sufferings of God’s people will be 
/no stumbling-block to her in the way of 
| her duty. 


Mr. Luge Mitiyer. 
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DEACONESSES. 


THE following passage taken from “The Rise and Progress of Dissent in Bristol,” 
recently published, contains an extract from the records of the church at Broadmead, 
which has evident reference to the directions given to Timothy by Paul in the fifth 


chapter of his first epistle. We have never yet learned the reasons why the practice to 
which it relates should have fallen into general disuse. 


“ Tn the interim between the death of 
Mr. Hardcastle [1678] and the election 
of Mr. Fownes, three new deaconesses 
- were chosen, and set apart by fasting 
and prayer. They were all above sixty 
years of age, and laid themselves under 
an obligation not to marry. On their 
signifying their acceptance of the office, 
their duties were stated to them in the 
following particulars:—‘ 1. To visit the 
sick, the sisters in an especial manner, 
to see what they need. 2. To visit sick 
brethren also, and therefore some con- 


ceive may be the reason why they must 
be sixty years of age, that none occasion 
may be given. 3. To take care that their 
wants may be supplied, and therefore to 
make reports of their condition to the 
elders and deacons. 4. To speak a word 
to their souls, as occasion required, for 
support or consolation, to build them up 
in a lively faith in Jesus Christ. 5. 
Some think it their duty to attend the 
sick (as nurses, probably) ; and if so, 
then they are to be maintained by the 
church.’ ” 


“5 


ON THE DEATH OF THE REV. G. B. PARSONS. 


BY THE REV. 


He left his childhood-home, 
He left his father--land ; 

And, borne along the silvery foam, 
He stood on India’s strand. 


?T was not,—that here were none 
To whom his spirit cleaved ; 

A mother wept a parting son, 
And loved companions grieved, 


~ Twas not to feast the eye 
With mountain and with flood, 
To gaze on hoar antiquity, 
Or plains renowned for blood. 


Ah, no! he went to win 
The Moslem and Hindoo 

From Satan’s thrall—from woe and sin, 
To God, the only true. 


Weymouth, Feb. 1841. 


G. H. DAVIS. 


He went, as warriors go 
By some great captain led, 
To shout in triumph o’er the foe, 
Or rest among the dead. 


The youthful champion fell, 
Ere yet his virgin sword 

Had proved its heavenly temper well— 
The double-piercing word. 


No sad defeat he knew, 
No sullen, dark delay, 

Soon, soon released, his spirit flew 
Beyond a changing day, 


Oh! glorious was thy fall 
In this, thy Master’s right ;— 
We'll fix thy name in memory’s hall, 
And gird us to the fight. 


THE LAMENT OF A LOST SOUL. 


BY THE REV. EDMUND HULL. 


Tue season of mercy is gone; 
The year of salvation is fled ; 
For ever I live to bemoan 
My loss in this desolate shade ! 
The day-spring no more will arise; 
Bright hope with her smile never bloom ; 
Despair in this world never dies, 
Here reigns an unchangeable gloom. 
VOL. III.— FOURTH SERIES, 


Through the wilds of this horrible waste, 
Lost, woe-stricken forms do I meet: 
All think of the years that are past ; 
But a friend does a friend never greet, 
All weep—but apart do they mourn ; 
O solitude, dreary and deep! 
Dread tempests for ever return, 
And the winds with their wail never sleep, 
12 


Once, once on my pathway there shone, 
The pure beams of heavenly light, 
Unfolding access to the throne ; 
But I loved not the life-giving sight. 
E wandered in mazes of sin, 
Delusion sunk deep in my heart ; 
I perished—a harvest to win 
Of remorse which will never depart. 


O folly to live but for time ! 
To grasp at the shadows of earth! 
Eternity !—awful—sublime ! 
How I slighted thy measureless worth ! 
O madness! I turned from the truth, 
Seduced by the tempter’s dark wile: 
Where now are the pleasures of youth? 
What now shall my sorrow beguile ? 


Too late is my vision unsealed ; 
Too late I in terror behold 
The worth of salvation revealed— 
Its value can never be told. 
Ah, now !—but in vain do I know! 
I see !—but the sight is despair !— 
I had not inherited woe 
In the paths of religion and prayer. 


Oh, were I to utter to men 
My tale of remediless grief, 
Portraying this region of pain, 
The ages which bring no relief: 


I could speak,—the deep thunders which roll 


Around my disconsolate head, 
Should echo my tones to the soul, 
As I urged them to flee from the dead. 
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Yet in vain; if infallible truth 
Excite not their hopes nor their fears ; 
Persuade not susceptible youth, 
Or incline to discretion in years: 
No terrors which I could present, 
No language my lips could afford, 
Would avail their sad fate to prevent : 
The truth is the power of the Lord. 


Ah! brightly there glistens afar 
The light from the land of the blest ; 
Oh, envied effulgence! ’tis there 
The saved are at home and at rest. 
But rest I shall never enjoy, 
Eternity, endless in years, 
Will but yield me the mournful employ 
Of repentance, reproaching, and tears. 


There is yet to come the dread day— 

The light spreading over-the spheres ; 
The forms of terrific array, 

When the Judge of the nations appears. 
I tremble to think of the hour ;— 

Ye depths, hold me fast in the deep: 
O God! by the blast of thy power, 

Lay my spirit for ever asleep.’ 


Ah, no! I must stand forth to view; 
My friends, who to me were so dear, 
Will arise in their glory anew, 
With the Lord they will joyful appear. 
They will see me, but,—withering th 
Not a tear on my lot will they shed: 
Unpitied, rejected, forgot, 
I retrace the dark depths of the dead. 


O vast, inconsolable grief! 

Could my years but. pass over again, 
How soon would I fly for relief 

To the covert from storms and from pain! 
Ye men, in your ages be wise ; 

Excite not the wrath of the Lamb: 
Remember, the “ worm never dies,” 

Nor the fire which his curse shall inflame. 


Watford. 


LINES WRITTEN ON THE FIRST SABBATH OF THE NEW YEAR. 


1 Sam. vii, 12. 


My God, another dawning year 
Demands a grateful song from me ; 
And in thy temple I appear 
To pay my willing vows to thee. 


Ere this,—the light of being waned,— 

I might have trod the vale of death ; 
But thou in mercy hast sustained 

My failing strength and fleeting breath, 


Around me, hurtling far and wide, 
Destruction’s venomed darts have sped ; 
And thousands falling at my side, 
Been borne to cold corruption’s bed. 


The noxious plague hath o’er me swept, 
And darkness spread its pitfalls nigh ; 
But thou my soul hast safely kept, 
And they have passed me harmless by. 


Oh, let me at thine altar fall, 
And there my Ebenezer raise ; 
Devote to thee my life, my all— 
Thy cause advance and learn thy ways, 


There, like the prophet, I would rear 
My stone of gratitude and love ; 
Uniting with thy people here, 
And those who throng thy courts above. 


There, as successive years shall roll, 
Pd spread thy glorious truth abroad ; 
Till, at thy call, my joyful soul 
Exulting soars to meet her God. 


Battersea, Jan, 4, 1841. 


ought !— 
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REVIEWS. 


Outlines of the History of the Catholic 
Church in Ireland. By the Very Rev. 
RicnarD Murray, D.D., Dean of Ar- 
dagh. London: Seeley and Burnside. 
Foolscap 8vo. pp. 164. 

Pastoral Annals. By an Irish Clergyman. 
London : Seeley and Burnside. Foolscap 
8vo. pp. 397. 


Treland! Who wishes to read or hear any 
thing more about Ireland? Is not every 
thing known that can be ascertained re- 
lating to the religious and social miseries 
of Ireland,—debased by superstition, en- 
slaved by priesteraft, tormented by poli- 
tical turmoil, and subjected to the ever- 
lasting strife and sleepless agitation of 
contending parties? Has not everything 
been done for it that can be done? and 
does not experience show that it is the 
wisdom of the husbandman to direct his 
efforts to more inviting and remunerating 
soils? Not exactly so. Christ wil 
eventually rule in Ireland. It was not 

_excepted in the grant made to him by 
his Almighty Father. It is by his gospel 
that he will subdue it. He has no more 
powerful instrument to employ: it is his 
chosen weapon, and he will not allow it 
to experience for ever the indignity of 
having proved ineffective in Ireland. 
We think, moreover, that there are some 
-reasons for believing that when Ireland 
is evangelized it will be by Baptists ; 
by Baptists not bribed to neutrality on 
controverted topics by Episcopalian 
contributions ; not sinking the character 
of evangelists in that of schoolmasters ; 

- not reluctant to form churches and avow 

“their principles in all their might and 
glory ; but, acting as Baptists, that is, 
as men who take the New Testament as 

their only rule, and Christ as their only 

Lord, and who are determined to admit 

no modern improvement in the Christian 
system, but to “ follow the Lamb whi- 
thersoever he goeth.” ‘ 

It is a principal part of the design of 
the Dean of Ardagh, to prove that a 
purer faith than that which now pos- 
sesses the affections of the aborigines of 
Ireland was formerly prevalent, and that 
for several centuries the Christians of 
Ireland were quite independent both of 
England and of Rome. In this he is 


successful; but the effort to deduce 
thence the conclusion that the Protestant 
church now established in Ireland is the 
legitimate descendant and heiress of 
these primitive believers is a failure. He 
shows indeed that they did not receive 
doctrines or practise rites which the Ro- 
mish church maintains, and the English 
church rejects; but that is far from 
proving their identity with the latter 
body. He negatives the claim of the 
Romish church, but he does not estab- 
lish the claim of his own, The three 
hundred bishops of whom he speaks, 
who occupied in the twelfth century 
what he calls “ rural sees,” exercised an 
episcopacy we apprehend more like that 
of dissenting ministers than that of the 
modern occupants of seats in parliament. 
‘Treland was full of village bishops” be- 
fore that time, according to his own 
showing, and the fact that arrangements 
were made to change the village sees 
into “rural deaneries, with arch-presby- 
ters personally residing therein,” is itself 
evidence that in the beginning it was 
not.so. Nay, the Dean of Ardagh him- 
self must allow that these good men 
were ignorant of many things which his 
church would be loath to consign to ob- 
livion, if Bede’s declaration were true, 
that “they followed uncertain rules in 
the observation of the great festival, as 
having none to bring them the synodal 
decrees for the keeping of Easter, by 
reason of their being seated so far from 
the rest of the world, therefore only 
practising such works of charity and piety 
as they could learn from the prophetical, 
evangelical, and apostolic writings.” 
When the Pope and King Henry II. 
of England conspired to deprive the 
Irish of their civil and religious liberties, 
they prepared the way for an imme- 
diate augmentation of church property. 
“More broad acres” were acquired, as 
Dr. Phelan remarks: “It had been sti- 
pulated in Adrian’s bull, that the borders 
of the church should be enlarged ; an 
expression which does not signify that 
religion should be propagated, but that 
more broad acres should be given to ec- 
clesiastics; and these prelates, having 
sold the independence of their native 
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country and the birthright of their 
people, like most agents of that descrip- 
tion, were impatient for their reward. 

Instances are given by Dr. Murray of 
successful stratagems adopted by the 
Romish clergy to acquire estates and en- 
rich the church. It is not wonderful 
under these circumstances, that at the 
time of the Reformation, Ireland was 
prepared to throw off at once the Roman 
yoke, or that it received with ready sub- 
mission the mandates of Henry VIII. 
and Elizabeth to acknowledge the royal 
supremacy. But what became of the 
‘broad acres’? They were made the 
reward of men who cared’ nothing for 
the people, who understood not their 
language, and who were ready to sub- 
serve the tyrannical designs of a des- 
potic and misguided government. 


“ An act passed in the twenty-eighth year of 
the reign of Henry VIII. chap. xv., entitled 
‘An act for the English order, habit, and lan- 
guage,’ &c., was the first heavy blow which the 
infant reformed church received; that act di- 
rected that the Irish habit and apparel should 
be abolished, and the peculiar form in which the 
Trish wore their hair should be discontinued. 
It provided further, that spiritual promotions 
should be given only to such persons as could 
speak the ‘English language and none other. 
‘And that every archbishop, bishop, &c., at the 
time of the admission of any person to spiritual 
promotion, should administer an oath to the 
person promoted, that he would endeayour ‘ him- 
self to learn, instruct, and teach the English 
tongue to all under his rule, cure, order, and 
governance; and further that he should keep, 
or cause to be kept, within the place, territory, 
or parish, where he should have rule, benefice, 
or promotion, a school to learn English,’ &c. 

“And again, in an act of uniformity passed 
by Queen Elizabeth, the preamble runs thus :— 
‘And forasmuch as in most places of this realm, 
there cannot be found English ministers to 
serve inthe churches or places appointed for 
common prayer, and that if some good means 
were provided, that they might use the prayers, 
&c. in such language as they might best wnder- 
stand, the due honour of God should be thereby 
much advanced ; and for that also, THAT THE 
SAME MAY NOT BE IN THEIR NATIVE LAN- 
GUAGE ; we do therefore most humbly beseech 
your majesty, that it may be enacted by the 
authority of the present parliament, that in 
every such church, where the common minis- 
ter‘hath not the use of the English tongue, it 
shall be lawful to say or use all their common 
and open prayer in the Lavin tongue.” Which 
was accordingly enacted by the statute, 2nd of 
Elizabeth, cap. xiii. anno 1559—60. 

“Had the great enemy of truth been the 
concocter and passer of these parliamentary and 
royal enactments, no surer method could have 
been devised to arrest at once the progress of 
the Reformation in a country whose prejudices, 
feelings, and best interests, were thus alike in- 
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sulted. The interfering with non-essential 
customs, which long habit had made a second 
nature, would of itself have unsheathed the 
sword of resistance in the hands of a half-civi- 
lized and enthusiastic people. But as if this 
were not enough, every avenue of light and 
knowledge, under the withering statute-book of 
England, was at once closed up by their being 
deprived of instruction in their native language, 
and either the hateful English, or the equally 
unintelligible Latin, being substituted in its 
place.”—pp. 123—125. 


Subsequently the history shows that 
the rapacity of bishops and. influential 
laymen united to deprive the working 
clergy of their livings, and enhance the 
mischief. 


“In Wentworth’s State Letters, we find the 

following statement in a letter to Laud, vol. i. 
p- 187. He says, ‘the reducing this kingdom 
to a conformity in religion with the church of 
England, is no doubt deeply set in his majesty’s 
heart, as well in perfect zeal to God’s service, 
as out of other weighty reasons of state and go- 
vernment, but to attempt it, before the decays 
of the material churches be repaired, and an 
able clergy be provided, were as a man going to 
warfare without munition or arms. The best 
entrance to the cure will be clearly to discover 
the state of the patient, which I find many 
ways distempered. An unlearned clergy, which 
have not so much as the outward form of church- 
men; the churches unbuilt, the parsonage and 
vicarage houses utterly ruined ; the people un- 
taught, through the non-resideney of the. 
clergy, occasioned by'the unlimited shameful 
number of spiritual promotions with cure of 
souls; the rites and ceremonies of the church 
run over without all decency of habit, order, or 
gravity ; the possessions of the church, fo @ 
great proportion, in lay hands; the bishops 
aliening their very principal houses and de- 
mesnes to their children and to strangers; the 
schools either ill provided, ill governed, or what 
is worse, applied underhand to the maintenance 
of popish schoolmasters, &c. ‘ Here are divers 
of the clergy, whose wives and children are re- 
cusants, and there the church goes most lamen- 
tably to wreck, and hath suffered extremely un- 
der the wicked alienations of this sort oe pas- 
tors.’ ”—pp. 185—137. 
“ Wentworth again writes to Laud, vol. i. p. 
299. ‘Just at this present, I am informed that 
my Lord Clanrickard hath engrossed as many 
parsonages and vicarages, as he hath mortgaged 
for 4,000. fine and 807, rent; but in faith have 
at him and all the rest of the ravens, I spare 
no man among them, let no man spare me.”— 
pp. 137. 

“T have sent for the archbishop of Cashel; 
but his Grace returns, he is ill of the sciatica, 
and not able to travel; likes not, I believe, to 
come to a reckoning, but I have writ his answer. 
In good faith, my Lord, his Grace hath beguiled 
me, and keeps his sixteen vicarages still, but I 


will roundl fi i 
T gee him. p. 839, or him a Bigs sO soon as 


In Dr, Murray’s judgment, the povert 
. . y 
of the Irish Protestant church has been 
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a principal cause of the failure of the 
Reformation : we should say that failure 
is rather to be traced to her endowments. 
Ireland has been twice, according to the 
showing of the Dean of Ardagh, in pos- 
session of evangelical truth ; and twice, 
according to his own facts, the clergy, 
sustained by the English government, 
and fed by church property, have sub- 
jected it to popery. In the reign of 
Henry II. this was done by design ; in 
the reigns of Elizabeth and James it was 
done by alienating the people, and driy- 
ing them into the arms of those who ad- 
dressed them in accents of kindness. 
The controversy between the rival 
churches in Ireland would now lose 
much of its ferocity, and would be car- 
ried on with much more openness to 
conviction, were there no “broad acres” 
for which to contend ; the first Secretary 
of the Baptist Irish Society was right 
when he said, that so long as there were 
five barley loaves and two small fishes, 
so long would the two churches fight for 
them. The only course that can pacify 
Ireland is to consign the ecclesiastical 
property to civil purposes. Religious 
endowments may be occasionally useful; 
but usefulness is an. exception, abuse is 
the rule. Whether it be in Ireland or 
in England, in the hands of shrewd 
statesmen or of the deacons of a village 
church, an endowment is a prize for cu- 
pidity in the guise of holiness, a bait to 
catch designing and avaricious men, a 
prey of which the most unscrupulous 
adventurer generally obtains the lion’s 
~share. 

The work entitied “ Pastoral Annals,” 
contains ostensibly the reminiscences of 
an Irish clergyman; and we see no 
reason to doubt that it is what it pro- 
fesses to be. It is full of pleasant read- 
ing, and exhibits good sense, piety, and 

’ liberality of political sentiment. At the 
time when he began his ministry, be 
tells us, “ Lord Liverpool, a conscien- 
tious maintainer of the Protestant faith, 
was at the head of affairs. Peel, young, 
ardent, and highly gifted, partaking of 
the opinions of the premier, guided the 
policy of Ireland. The treasury at their 
command poured forth its golden flood 
in aid of building churches and parson- 
age houses. Fifty thousand pounds per 
annum watered the fields of the Hstab- 
lishment with periodical overflow, and 
was complained of as a niggard and 
narrow allowance.” It was at this time 
that the incidents occurred which he 
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has now presented to the public, but 
which he was accustomed to record as 
they took place. Some of them are pa- 
thetic, some amusing, but all, in some 
degree instructive. They illustrate and 
confirm some of our own views of the 
condition and prospects of his country ; 
and, though it may perhaps surprise the 
author, we shall make this work an oc- 
casion for mentioning some reasons why 
the Protestant established church cannot 
evangelize Ireland, Give it much sup- 
port or little, let its ministers be indivi- 
dually as evangelical, as devout, and as 
zealous as they may, it is not possible, 
in our judgment, that the Established 
Chureh should dispel the darkness of 
Romanism ; some other agency must be 
employed to disseminate the gospel in 
Treland, and “ Pastoral Annals” will as- 
sist us in enforcing this conviction. 

1. The connexion of the church with 
the state powerfully counteracts the ef- 
forts of pious clergymen. In addition 
to the evils which result from that con- 
nexion in Britain, there are influences 
arising from it which operate exclusively 
on the aborigines of the sister island. 
The long-continued hostility of the Eng- 
lish government to the language, habits, 
and predilections of the native Irish, has 
produced a feeling which renders it im- 
possible that a message should be wel- 
comed which comes from its agents, and 
which professes to be an exhibition of 
the religious principles of their oppres- 
sors. The Protestant clergy are neces- 
sarily regarded as persons in direct con- 
nexion with the Protestant government, 
that is to say, with the government by 
which they and their fathers have for 
many centuries been impeverished and 
enslaved, and whose yoke they have 
been taught to esteem it patriotism to 
endeavour to shake off. All the Protes- 
tant clergy are not indeed justices of the 
peace ; but they all belong to the class 
among whom it has been customary to dis- 
tribute commissions with a liberal hand. 
The reader would be greatly entertained 
if we could afford to transeribe the An- 
nalist’s account of his adventures one 
dark night, when, having received in- 
formation of a private still which was 
producing illicit whisky on a neighbour- 
ing heath, he issued forth in_secresy 
“well muffled and acccompanied by a 
dog of king Charles’s breed, who ap- 
peared to take a deep interest in his ex- 
tra professional pursuits, particularly 
when the scene lay among mountains or 
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where game abounded.” It would be 
interesting to trace him from cottage to 
cottage, summoning recruits to join him 
‘in the enterprise, and especially to con- 
template him at Andrew Beattie’s door- 
way, into which his right arm had been 
unfortunately thrust, when the pressure 
of the inmates against the door prevent- 
ed his either proceeding further or with- 
drawing that yalued appendage to his 
body,.and his ears were regaled with 
the sound of “ Bring the hatchet, Sally ; 
bring the hatehet.” Now though, in due 
season, the pressure from without pro- 
duced such salutary effects that “ the 
door, Sally, Jane, the rector of the parish, 
and a heap of stout countrymen—some 
above, some beneath, some between— 
cumbered the earthern floor of Andrew 
Beattie’s cabin ;” and though, when, in 
obedience to his first emotion, he groped 
for his right arm it was still firmly at- 
tached to its proper shoulder; and though 
he routed the distillers and despoiled 
them of two sacks of malt and a cask of 
fresh whisky, yet we cannot believe that 
either the conflict or the victory would 
tend to enforce his religious instructions 
among the poor inhabitants of the dis- 
trict, or prepossess them in favour of 
that Protestantism of which the adyen- 
turous magistrate was the representa- 
tive. We do not inquire what disposi- 
tion they would haye to listen to his 
evangelical discourses on the ensuing 
Sunday, but how they would regard the 
arguments and invitations of his curates, 
or of the less exalted clergy of the same 
faith and order? He gives subsequently 
a picturesque deseription too of “ tithe- 
setting,” when he entered upon another 
parish, the ,announcement of which 
brought him into immediate and direct 
hostile collision with eighteen hundred 
persons, the land occupants amounting 
to that number, when, he tells us, “ on 
every brow sat enmity to me and my 
claims.” He commends the recent al- 
teration of the law, transferring the pay- 


ment from the occupant of the land to | this man’s detail of past crimes, and on 


the proprietor, so that “with the land- 
lords of Ireland it now rests whether the 
truths which lay bound for many ages, 
till disinterred at the period of the Re- 
formation, shall still flourish in vital effi- 
cacy in this country, or return to their 
silent sepulchres ;” but the former sys- 
tem cannot be forgotten ; its effects will 
not speedily pass away; and the culti- 
vators of the land are sufficiently shrewd 


to perceive, that if they are not now | 
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compelled to pay directly to the clergy 
of the Sassenach faith, they do so indi- 
rectly through their landlords. : 

2. The palpable imitation of Romanism 
perceptible in the Established Church 
must impress unfavourably: the Irish 
Catholic. It was amistaken policy that 
led the reformers to construct a hierarchy, 
promulgate doctrines, and establish a 
liturgy bearing so close a resemblance to 
those of Rome. They made the points 
of difference between Protestantism and 
Popery less tangible than they might 
have been, and rendered a homage to 
the prevalent system which placed them 
in a subordinate attitude. Their church 
is seen to be an humble imitation ; and 
just as much as a scriptural Christian 
will regard it as improved, just so much 
will a man of popish tendencies regard 
it as deteriorated. The clergy do not 
make pretensions quite so lofty as the 
Rowish priests, but they are found to 
claim an authority which none but the 
loftiest pretensions can justify. The 
ritual is not quite so magnificent as that 
of the Romish church, but the attempt 
to appropriate some of the splendour of 
the ancient worship is discernible. The 
Romanist Idoks at the Protestant church, 
and finds something not totally dissimi- 
lar, as were the churches of the primi- 
tive age, but an image of that which he 
has been accustomed to revere; and 
he obseryes that in many things there is 
only the image: the animating spirit is 
wanting. There is in his estimation a 
tame, dull, lifeless attempt at that of 
which Protestantism can exhibit only the 
shadow, while Romanism possesses the 
substance. An illustration of this may 
be found in the case of-that apparently 
dying convert from Popery of whom the 
Annalist tells us, that when his wife re- 
proached him with his apostasy, “he de- 
puted the duty of reply to the mute elo- 
quence of an oak stick.” The chapter 
in which the story occurs is entitled 
The Confessional ; the clergyman heard 


his request to be absolved read the pre- 
scribed form of absolution for the sick 
from the prayer-book, “with which he 
expressed himself perfectly relieved.” 
The man got well, but subsequently he 
relapsed into Popery ; the kind of Pro- 
testantism to which he had been intro- 
duced being too similar to his old reli- 
gion to be worth the persecution from 


his connexions which it entailed upon 
him, 
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3. The dissonance between the New 
Testament and the system of the Pro- 
testant established church, is of itself 
sufficient to prevent its superseding 
Popery. In the eyes of a Roman Catho- 
lic it has no consistency ; professing to 
renounce the authority of the pope and 
of the church, and yet boasting of its 
apostolic succession and ecclesiastical 
powers. In his view it has no founda- 
‘tion to rest upon, professing to be de- 
rived from the New Testament, and yet 
emus many things to which nothing 
in the New Testament bears any affinity. 
It cannot maintain its own ordinances 
on its own principles, or defend itself for 
one hour without weapons borrowed 
either from its dissenting or its Romish 
opponents. A Romish disputant never 
encounters a churchman either with the 
pen or on the platform without asking 
him on what authority he baptizes in- 
fants? The argument of Dr. Wiseman 
has never been confuted, that infant 
baptism and the doctrine of purgatory 
rest on the same basis, and have the 
Same species of evidence to support 
them. “If,” said Mr. Maguire at Dub- 


lin, “If the scriptures be the sole rule of | 


faith as you say they are, how will you 
prove from them the lawfulness of infant 
baptism ; or give me your authority for 
aspersion instead of immersion?” 
Treland is that country, then, in which 
above all others it is necessary that they 
who fight the battles of the Lord should 
not encumber themselves with armour 
which they have not proved, but going 
forth in his strength be content to use 
the sling and the stone. Mighty through 
God will the weapons of our warfare be 
when wielded with faith and prayer, 
provided there be nothing in the manner 
in which they are used or the habits of 
the warriors to destroy their efficacy. 
- Many expedients have been devised for 
the relief of Ireland, but we believe that 
for at least many centuries that which 
- Jesus Christ has designed to render effec- 
tual has never been tried on an extensive 
scale—the preaching of the cross, which 
is to them that perish foolishness, but 
which will eclipse and bring to nought 
the wisdom of the wise and the under- 
standing of the prudent. Evangelists 
should be sent through the length and 
breadth of the land ; natives of the isle 
if such can be found, but at all events 
men of energy and spiritual wisdom, 
who will fearlessly proclaim the word of 
life and establish gospel churches. Open= 
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ait preaching would, we believe, in many 
districts be attended by multitudes who 
would not dare to enter a building ap- 
propriated to Protestant worship. The 
few enlightened residents who hold cor- 
rect views of Christ’s ordinances should 
awaken toa sense of'their responsibility, 
remembering that private Christians can 
actin cases m which professed ministers 
would be repulsed, and seeking to win 
their neighbours by kindness and the 
manifestation of the truth. The New 
Testament should be made the sole text- 
book, the sole standard, and everything 
which it contains should be exhibited 
without reserve in its own lovely simpli- 
city. We regret to learn that the Bap- 
tist Irish Society -is preatly in need of 
funds ; we believe that its operations are 
increasingly unexceptionable and impor- 
tant, and hope that its treasury will be 
speedily replenished ; for there is no ob- 
ject more essential to our welfare as 
Britons than the regeneration of Ireland, 
and no work to which Baptists as such 
are more emphatically summoned by the 
providence of God. 


The Christian System vindicated against the 
most specious Sophisms of Modern Infi- 
delity. In Three Parts. By the Rev. 
DanieLt Moore, B.A., of St. Catharine’s 
Hall, Cambridge, and Assistant Curate of 
St. Bride’s, London: Tyas. 12mo. pp. 
341, 

Tuis work we are told “ originally ap- 
peared in the form of three Essays, to 
which the Hulsean and Norrisian Prizes 
were adjudged by the University of Cam- 
bridge,” and which have been revised, 
and committed to the press, at the re- 
quest of the publisher. Men are wont to 
publish “ by request,” but not always of 
publishers or buyers ; and though there 
are many prize essays now-a-days, yet 
they are rarely such by the adjudication 
of a university. Our author, therefore, 
thus introduced, has everything to hope, 
and but little to fear. 

The first part contains a defence of 
Christianity, from the objections which 
infidelity alleges against the social insig- 
nificance of the agents employed in its 
diffusion, and rebuts the charges brought 
against the truth, from the sufferings, the 
heresies, the crimes, and partial successes 
of those who profess to be ils friends. 
It shows that that agency not only cor- 
responds to that by which often the 
greatest effects are produced in the 
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world, but is, at least, calculated to 
secure for God all the honour of success ; 
and that, if the calamities, the crimes, 
and the failures of the church had been 
greater than they are, it would no more 
follow that the gospel is false, or worth- 
less, than the prevalence of ignorance and 
vice—the almost universal abuse, in 
which men indulge, of the gifts of reason 
and providence—would prove that virtue 
and knowledge are contemptible things, 
or that the highest point of human am- 
bition ought to be the attainment of 
some blank inheritance of idiotey and 
starvation. The character of the argu- 
ment is strictly analogical, a method of 
reasoning, not only recommended by 
Quintilian, and frequently adopted by 
the ancients, but employed with equal 
originality, beauty, and force by Butler 
in his “ Analogy,” and with yet greater 
vigour and condensation in his “‘Ser- 
mons.” Since his day, this mode of ar- 
gument has been so often and variously 
used, that authors are scarcely conscious 
of the character and might of the instru- 
ment in their hands. Apart from the 
decisions of revelation, this is sometimes 
the only mode of proof of which a doc- 
trine is susceptible ; for there are no 
data on which elaborate logical in- 
ductions can repose; and if it does not 
demonstrate the doctrine to be true, it 
accomplishes about the same thing by 
showing that it cannot be proved to be 
false. Nor is its obviousness the least 
part of its merit, at least, while human 
nature is what it is; for many can see 
and feel the force of a direct comparison, 
even of abstract principles, who are 
speedily bewildered, and entirely lost in 
the mazes of continuous ratiocination. 
A much greater number of persons can 
understand and enjoy ‘ Butler’s Ana- 
logy,” than would even attempt to plod 
their weary and misty way through 
“Wdwards on the Will ;” and many who 
have read both, can give a much more 
intelligible account of the former than of 
the latter. In lengthened processes of 
induction, the earlier portions of the ar- 
gument vanish in darkness, or fade away 
into indistinctness and confusion; and 
though the mind is led on by conviction 
through the successive sequences of rea- 
soning, it ultimately fails in comprehend- 
ing the whole, and if convinced cannot 
tell why. But in analogy, the starting- 
point is always so near, as to require no 
great penetration to perceive it. The 
brevity of the process, moreover, gives 
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additional security to the result ; for if it 
does not stretch so far, it therefore covers 
fewer fallacies. Logic only asks for a 
meridian, and it will map out the whole 
globe of intellectual research ; but then 
you are not sure that some distant pro- 
montory is not marked two or three de- 
grees nearer or further off than it ought 
to be. Analogy can only trace the pa- 
rallel lines of truth, but by keeping close 
to the one, it may with almost infallible 
certainty, discover the other. The de- 
fect of its application, in the work before 
us, is, that the author has accumulated 
the illustrations of what is known, and 
admitted to be true, but neglected too 
much, to trace its correspondence and 
relation to what is doubted or denied. 

The second part, which is also, in our 
opinion, the best, contains a defence of 
Christianity from ‘‘ objections against the 
mysteriousness of its doctrines.” A short 
extract will at once furnish a specimen 
of the author’s style, and show the drift 
of his argument. 


“To ascertain whether such dishonour could 
be charged on mystery, we proceeded to examine 
the only sources whence our knowledge of the 
perfections of the Godhead came; considering, 
that if we found mystery in these, it might find 
entrance into his word also; as it was not to be 
supposed that what was compatible with the 
divine nature ia one thing, should be incom- 
patible with it in another. And what was the 
result? Did we find all unencumbered with 
obscurity? No. We contemplated his eternal 
duration, and our intellect was prostrate; we 
considered the attributes which reason told us 
were necessary for a moral governor, and there 
was not one which our minds could completely 
grasp. Next, we considered the works of his 
hand, the order of his providence, his every-day 
dealings with the sons of men, and still we were 
no nearer to the comprehension of our Maker. 
Turn where we would, there was the same mys- 
terious blending of clouds and light, and the 
same illustration of the limitation of our minds. 
If, therefore, we were wrong in concluding that 
mystery was compatible with the divine per- 
fections, we were misled, and necessarily misled 
too, by the guides which God had sent us,— 


“The light which led astray was light from heaven.” 


“Our next object was to show, that, as God 
could impart, so man could receive a mystery ; 
that there were latent assumptions as the basis 
of all our knowledge; and that, if we set up 
comprehension as the gauge of faith, we should 
subvert the foundations of human certainty, and 
paralyze all the faculties of man. And although 
some should think we have spoken too meanly 
of man’s attainments, and have told him he un- 
derstands not some things of which he assumes 
to have a perfect knowledge, yet unless they 
prove that our mistake extends to every in- 
stance, our argument may still be maintained. 


. 
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For it is evident, that eo far as the pride of 
mental supremacy is concerned, a man may as 
well believe a thousand mysteries as one. To 
be guilty of intellectual submission in one in- 
Stance, is, as St. James argues in another case, 
to be “guilty of all.” It involves the same con- 
fession of.his weakness, the same bowing before 
the majesty of undiscovered truth, the same 
tacit acknowledgment of fealty to a wisdom in- 
finitely greater than his own. Having seen that 
mystery was compatible with everything else, 
and therefore might be compatible with religion, 


. we proceeded to consider, in answer to certain 


prevalent objections, the relation in which human 
mystery stood to human reason. And having 
shown that it was alternately confounded with 
the unintelligible and the contradictory, we en- 
deayoured to fix, first, the logical conditions 
that must be fulfilled to constitute a mystery, 
and then the extent of the jurisdiction of reason 
as arbiter of its truth. We did no dishonour to 
this candle of the Lord shining within, though 
we supposed that it burned with a feebler flame 
than the Sun of Righteousness, and that of it- 
self it would be no better guide than a ‘twinkling 
winter lamp,’ to guide us to immortality. Still 
we gave to human reason a noble office. It was 
to be a door-keeper at the house of God, to 
keep out everything, whether mystery or false- 
hood, which would affront the majesty of 
‘heaven, and to satisfy each coming worshipper 
that the offering of himself as a living sacrifice 
to God, was no more than his reasonable ser- 
wice.” 


If there be any deficiency in this ar- 
gument, it results from employing it 
against the exploded speculations of the 
few, rather than the existing infidelity 
of the mass ; and this again, from follow- 
ing the merely philological, or philo- 
sophical definition of terms. We are 
told that mystery means something “be- 


_- yond human comprehension ;” or “ above 


the reach of human intelligence ;” and 
hence it is assumed, that men mean 
nothing more when they object to the 
mysteries of religion. Perhaps, indeed, 


if they intended to speak with philo- | 


sophical precision, they ought to mean 
nothing more; but as it is in fact, the 
above definitions scarcely touch the dif- 


. ficulty intimated by the popular use of 


the term, and the argument founded upon 
them must be inadequate or inapplicable. 
They affirm nothing more than igno- 
rance, or want of mental power, neither 
of which an objector would urge as the 
confutation of truth; unless he is pre- 
pared to affirm, “everything I cannot 
understand is false.” By this rule, a 
subject is mysterious, not in itself, but in 
relation to our knowledge, or capacity of 
mind ; and Newton’s Principia, though 
full of the clearest mathematical induc- 


tions; must be voted a mystery of the | 
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most perplexing class by all those who 
have no mathematical skill. When, how- 
ever, the word is used objectingly or 
complainingly, in reference to moral and 
religious truth, it generally denotes, what 
is apparently contradictory to our opi- 
nions, or repugnant to our feelings. Some- 
thing very different is meant by the word 
“mystery,” when applied to the nature 
of light and the processes of vegetation, 
from what is meant when it is applied to 
the introduction of moral evil or eternal 
punishment. A young man dies full of 
promise, and already distinguished by his 
talents and piety; but the word “mys- 
tery” indicates very different feelings 
and notions when used by the surgeon 
vainly examining the body to find the 
causes of death, and when used by the 
relations and friends, who only think of 
its bearings and results. When urged 
against religion, it implies rather that 
men know too much to admit its preten- 
sions, than that they know too little 
to understand them; that it is so en- 
cumbered with difficulties in reason and 
feeling, that men have no heart for 
anything but its rejection. To those who 
thus urge it, it would be easy to show, 
that he, in common life, who only admits 
what is unencumbered, and what he ap- 
proves, is not likely to become very 
eminent in virtue, or profound in moral 
wisdom ; and that, unless he is prepared 
to become the advocate of vice and folly, 
he cannot consistently reject the claims 
of religion and piety. 

It may, indeed, be doubted, whether 
in strictness of speech, there be in Chris- 
tianity any mystery at all. Many doc- 
trines have indeed been so designated, 
but they and their designation savour 
much more of scholastic refinement than 
Christian simplicity. It would be dif- 
ficult to prove that men are required to 
believe what they cannot comprehend. 
They may not be able to understand the 
reasons, causes, relations, and results of 
many principles declared; but neither 
are they required to believe them; and, 
though some imagine they do, yet a 
little reflection will convince them they 
do not. One man says, “I believe that, 
in Jesus Christ, the divine and human 
natures were united ; but how they were 
united, I cannot comprehend.” In this 
case, it is obvious, that only what he un- 
derstands he believes. That “God was 
manifest in the flesh,” is a statement in 
its terms perfectly intelligible, and so we 
are required to accredit it: how he was 
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manifested is not revealed, and cannot be 
an article of faith. The term “mystery, 
as used in the New Testament, is sup- 
posed to have allusion to the incommu- 
nicable secrets of a sort of religious free- 
masonry established at Kleusis, and called 
the Eleusinian mysteries. Be that as it 
may, the word, so far from denoting 
what is incomprehensible, is but rarely 
used at all, except concerning what is 
said to be “ spoken,” “ revealed,” or 
known. The great “mystery of godli- 
ness” is no sooner named, than all the 
particulars of which it is composed are 
distinctly announced. It means, that 
previously to the appearing of Christ, 
these facts and principles had not been 
known, and could not be then, except by 
the word and Spirit of God; and if in 
any other sense we affirm there are mys- 
teries in the gospel, we are in danger of 
encumbering ourselves, and disgracing 
our religion with the mystical jargon of 
the schools, or the most sublimated de- 
lusions of ancient paganism. 

But, perhaps, it may be thought that 
these remarks are too mysterious; we 
shall proceed, therefore, to observe, that 
the third part of the “Vindication” is 
designed to evince the divine origin of 
scripture, from its adaptation to the cir- 
cumstances of mankind, as intellectual, 
as suffering, as sinful, as immortal beings. 
It is here the author brings his readers 
into contact more fully with the doctrines 
and influences of evangelical truth, and 
unfolds those principles, which affect not 
the speculative worshipper in the outer 
court, but the truly regenerate, who pay 
their homage, and find their enjoyments 
in the inner sanctuary. The style of the 
whole is clear and compact ; the thoughts 
logical rather than declamatory ; the sen- 
timents thoroughly evangelical; and the 
feeling obviously devout. It indicates 
more research than originality; and a 
mind rather stored with the productions 
of other men, than prolific of its own. If 
there is not much that is profound, there 
is still less that is obscure; and if there 
is nothing to fill you with rapture, there 
is nothing to awaken disgust. 

There are one or two minor sentiments 
which discover the author’s ecclesiastical 
predilections. Having adverted to the 
errors that so early mvaded and cor- 
rupted the church, he says: “It may be 
that it will kindle in us a feeling of grati- 
tude for those much abused formularies 
of our national faith, compiled for the 
protection of the church.” Perhaps there 
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are not many who know that such was 
their design, or who do not know that 
such has not been their result ; it must 
not, therefore, excite surprise or displa- 
cency, if the flame of gratitude is not so 
intense and universal as Mr. Moore might 
expect and desire. Having described the 
preservation and triumphs of Christianity 
in early times, he adds: “In treating of 
the mode, however, in which these re- 
sults were brought about, there is a dis- 
tinction which it may be well to press, not 
only upon the foes of our common Chris- 
tianity, but also upon those who, dating 
from the time of its alliance with the 
civil power all the calamities of the 
church, dissent from that pure and re- 
formed part of it established in this king- 
dom. The distinction we refer to is 
that between Christianity as a matter- of 
individual conviction, and the Christian 
church as a settled ecclesiastical polity. 
It is the latter, with all its appliances of 
human authority, which we find was the 
great instrument of Kuropean civiliza- 
tion; sothat. . .‘humanly speaking, 
it was the Christian church which saved 
Christianity.” How an infidel is to be 
convinced of the divinity of our religion 
by being shown that it must have pe- 
rished long ago if monarchs had not 
saved it, we confess ourselves perfectly 
at a less to conceive; and while Dis- 
senters continue to believe that it de- 
pends for its preservation and triumphs 
upon God alone, they can be content to 
forego the security and honour, which 
are connected with the worship of the 
golden calf, and will leave those who 
have setit up to say, “These be thy 
gods, O Israel.” It is lamentable that 
good men should confound the pecu- 
liarities of a sect with the decisions of 
truth; and that they who undertake 
to defend our ‘common Christianity,” 
should expose it to suspicion and ap- 
parent defeat by identifying its character 
with that of an establishment, The 
sophisms of Paley in his “ Political Phi- 
losophy,” are as well forgotten when we 
read his “ Evidences ;” and, had the one 
been interwoven with the other, both had 
been vitiated and practically overthrown. 
If Mark Anthony had left Cleopatra at 
home, perhaps, he had not lost the em- 
pire ; certainly, clergymen would con- 
tend as successfully for the faith, if they 
would forget, whilst so doing, the eccle- 
siastical lady they have espoused. That 
there are some good things in the Li- 
turgy, and more good men who repeat 
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it, we are neither able nor willing to 
deuy; but that, therefore, a religious 
establishment is lawful and necessary, 
we cannot conclude. There are flowers 
on the briar, and oases in the desert ; 
but yet we do not often hear either 
referred to as the symbol of comfort and 
abundance. 


A Critical Examination of the rendering of 
the word BAIITIZQ in the ancient and 
many of the modern Versions of the 
New Testament, with especial reference 
to Dr. Henderson's Animadversions on 
Mr. Greenfield's statements on the sub. 
ject. By EF. W. Gorcn, A.B., Trinity 
College, Dublin. London: 8ve. pp. 52. 
Price 23, 


Tue object of this pamphlet is sufficiently 
indicated by the title, and to the single 
question—how the Greek word BarriZw, 
is rendered in the ancient and many of 
the modern versions of the New Testa- 
ment, the author confines himself. His 
investigation is brief, but thorough and 
satisfactory, exhibiting a degree of can- 
dour, independence, and freedom from 
party-bias, which some who make much 

reater pretensions would do well to 
imitate. With that deference which is 
due to such of his readers as are compe- 
tent to judge for themselves, Mr. Gotch 
never interposes his mere ipse dixit, but 
sustains his statements by proofs and 
authorities equally clear and convincing. 
The results of his investigation are, 


“1, With regard to the ancient versions, in 
all of them, with three exceptions (viz. the Latin 
from the third century, and the Sahidic and 
Basmuric,) the word BawriZw is translated by 
words purely native; and the three excepted 
versions adopt the Greek word, not by way of 
transference, but in consequence of the term 
having become current in the languages. Of 
native words employed, the Syriac, Arabic, 
Ethiopic, Coptic, Armenian, Gothic, and earliest 
Latin, all signify to immerse ; the Anglo-Saxon, 
Doth to immerse and to cleanse; the Persic to 
wash; and the Slavonic to cross. The mean- 
ing of the word adopted from the Greek, in 
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Sahidic, Busmuric, and Latin, being also to ém- 


merse,” 


«2. With regard to the modern versions exa- 
mined, the Eastern generally adhere to the 
ancient Eastern versions, and translate by words 
signifying to immerse. Most of the Gothic dia- 
lects, viz. the German, Swedish, Dutch, Danish, 
&c,, employ altered forms of the Gothic word 
signifying to dip. The Icelandic uses a word 
meaning cleanse. The Slavic dialects follow the 
ancient Slavonic; and the languages formed 
from the Latin, including the English, adopt 
the word baptizo; though, with respect to the 
nas Us the words wash and christen were for- 
merly used as well as baptize.”—p. 49. 


We are strongly tempted to give an 
instance or two of the quiet but success- 
ful manner in which our author disposes 
of some of Dr. Henderson’s speculations. 
For the present, however, the following 
must suffice. 


“ Dr. Henderson, with singular infelicity, re- 
fers, in a note, to this fact: ‘when our Lord,’ 
he says, ‘gave the commission to his disciples 
to baptize all nations, there is every reason to 
believe that he employed the identical word 
found in the Peshito Syriac version ;’ the mean- 
ing of which he affirms to be, ‘to stand up, stand 
erect Yet this word is translated (for it must 
be deemed translation, if the Syriac be the ori- 
ginal term) into Greek by BawreZw. Does the 
Greek term, then, ever mean ‘to stand up’ or 
‘stand erect? or, were the writers of the New 
Testament so little acquainted with Greek as 
uniformly to substitute BawriZw for a word 
with this signification? Unless Dr. Henderson 
is willing to acknowledge a mistranslation, in 
this instance, on the part of inspired men, he 
must acknowledge that the meaning he has 
given to the word is not its true one. It is not 
that which they gave it.”—p. 5. 


We have been exceedingly gratified 
with this pamphlet, and shall be rather 
curious to see what sort of reply it will 
receive from Dr. Henderson. In the 
mean time we especially commend it to 
the notice of those gentlemen of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, who seem now disposed 
to undervalue the literary acquirements 
of their late valuable agent, the lamented 
Mr. Greenfield. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


The Illustrated Commentary on the Old and New 
Testaments, chiefly explanatory of the Man- 
ners and Customs mentioned in the Sacred 
Scriptures; and also of the History, Geogra- 


phy, Natural History, and Antiquities; being 
a Republication of the Notes of the Pictorial 
Bible, of a size which will range with the 


authorized editions of the Sasred Text ; with 
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many hundred Wood-cuts, from the best and 
7. V. London: 


most authentic sources. Vol. 
Imp. 12mo. pp. 360. Price 7s. 6d. 


Tue concluding volume being now published, 
we gladly seize the opportunity to reiterate our 
commendation of this valuable work. The 
landscapes, with the representations of oriental 
costume, ancient arts, and objects in natural 
history, would alone constitute am instructive 
exposition; but the pictorial illustrations are 
elucidated admirably by the annotations of the 
learned and judicious editor. Denominational 
peculiarities are rigorously excluded, and doc- 
trinal instruction must be sought elsewhere ; 
but the work is a treasury of historical, geogra- 
phical, and antiquarian knowledge, and, more 
than any other with which we are acquainted, 
enables the reader to realize the position and 
views of the contemporaries of inspired men, 
and partake of their impressions respecting 
passing events, and the discourses addressed 
to them. The system of interpretation is libe- 
ral, yet free from neological tendencies; and a 
conviction of the truth and importance of 
Christianity will be promoted among its readers. 
We know of no work that is more deserving of 
a place in every family library. 

The Parables of Jesus Explained and Illus- 
trated. By Freperick Gustav Lisco, 
Minister of St. Gertraud Church, Berlin. 
Translated from the German, by the Rev. P. 
Farrsairn, Minister of Salton, Edinburgh: 
Clark. pp. 406. 


BEAuTIFUL and instructive as are the parables 
recorded by the four evangelists, there is per- 
haps no portion of the New Testament in the 
interpretation of which the aid of a judicious 
adviser is more necessary. They are peculiarly 
liable to be misapplied by men, however learned 
and ingenious, who have incorrect views of the 
kingdom of Christ, and by those who fix their 
attention principally upon their details, instead 
of regarding each parable as a connected whole, 
intended to illustrate some important truth, or 
obligation, or principle in the divine govern- 
ment, to which the different parts are subordi- 
nate. The volume before us, the twenty-ninth 
of the Biblical Cabinet, is one which we can 
cordially recommend, as being, in accordance 
with its profession, “a work not so much de- 
signed for private individuals as for ministers of 
the gospel, that they might have a suitable help 
to aid them in discoursing on the parables.” 
The author has availed himself of the writings 
both of deceased and contemporary commenta- 
tors: Calvin and Luther are among those to 
whom he evinces the greatest attachment. Ju- 
dicious notes which the translator has occasion- 
ally subjoined add materially to the value of the 
publication. 

The Rise and Progress of Dissent in Bristol ; 
chiefly in relation to the Broudmead Church : 
with brief accounts of the Church meeting in 
King Street, and of the community of Friends. 
Including Notices of the early history of 
Castle Green, Bridge Street, and Lewin’s 
Mead. By J. G. FutuEr. London: 12mo. 
pp. 279. : 

THe church now assembling in Broadmead, 

Bristol, was formed two hundred years ago ; 
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and some of the other dissenting communities 
in that city are very ancient. Materials for a 
general history of these congregations were 
collected long since, and in part prepared for 
publication by Mr. Isaac James, who was thirty 
years classical tutor of the Baptist academy 
there; but that gentleman did not receive 
sufficient encouragement to induce him to com- 
mit his papers to the press. His manuscripts 
have, however, furnished the compiler of this 
volume with much interesting matter, which he 
has blended with information obtained through 
other channels. The present work will perhaps 
be excepted against as occasionally deficient in 
dignity, and diverging to topics on which it was 
not necessary to expatiate, but it is a valuable 
contribution to ecclesiastical history. It affords 
an affecting exhibition of firmness in adherence 
to principle on the one hand, and on the other 
of relentless oppression and wanton.cruelty. It 
should be known, that while Protestant writers 
are eloquent in their denunciation of the per- 
secuting spirit of Popery, the church to which 
many of them belong has proved herself to be 
quite as intolerant as the church of Rome. 
Our popular historians are not inclined to tell 
us, as they ought, that the number of persons 
who have suffered for conscience sake under 
the daughter, far exceeds the number of those 
who have been in this country victims of the 
tyranny of the mother. Our dissenting mar- 
tyrology is comparatively unknown: we are 
glad that a portion of it is rescued from oblivion 
in this performance. 


Religion and Education in America: with No- 
tices of the State and Prospects of American 
Unitarianism, Popery, and African Coloniza- 
tion. By Joun Dunmore Lane, D.D., 
Senior Minister of the Presbyterian Church 

_ in New South Wales, Principal of the Aus- 
tralian College, and Honorary Vice-President 
of the African Institute of France. Lon- 
don: Royal 18mo. pp. 474. Price 7s. cloth. 


EpucaTep as a minister of the established 
church of Scotland, and partaker of its emolu- 
ments while exercising the functions of his 
office in Australia, Dr. Lang had become dis- 
satisfied with the universal establishment of 
religion prevailing in those colonies with 
which he was acquainted, end was anxious to 
see the working of the voluntary system. He 
availed himself therefore of the opportunity 
afforded by a visit to the United States, the 
principal object of which was the excitement of 
the American Presbyterian church to missionary 
effort in Australasia, to examine the operation 
of that mode of supporting religion which re- _ 
jects the aid of legislatures. The portion of 
the United States which he visited and partly 
traversed, was ‘“ Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and Rhode Island, in New England; New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, com- 
monly called the Middle States; and the slave- 
holding states of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina.” The 
result of his investigation is reported in the 
volume before us, in which he shows that as it 
respects church accommodation, ministerial cha- 
racter and efficiency, general respect to religion, 
and the promulgation of evangelical truth, the 
voluntary system is far more effective than tho 
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system of church and state alliance. In refer- 
ence to some topics incidentally introduced we 
differ from the author; but the amount of in- 
formation he has brought together is exceedingly 
yaluable, and its bearing upon the great contro- 
yersy of our times is very important. It is a 
collection of facts showing that the arrange- 
ments to which Jesus Christ entrusted the 
maintenance of his cause, ineffective as they 
have been thought to be by worldly politicians, 
are in truth better adapted to the purpose than 
the specious enactments of human wisdom, by 
which they have been superseded. 


The Work of the Holy Spirit in Conversion ; 
considered in its Relation to the Condition of 
Man and the Ways of God; with Practical 
Addresses to a Sinner on the principles main- 
tained. By Joun Howarp Hrxron, M.A. 
Third Edition, revised. London: 12mo. pp. 
824. Price 6s. 


Misconceptions of the author’s meaning arose 
at the first appearance of this work, which in 
the present edition he has endeavoured to ob- 
viate. Adverting to the partial agreement of 
some with him who hold collateral sentiments 
which he deems erroneous, he says, “ To quote 
an example of what I mean, one esteemed bro- 
ther holds, as I do, that all men can come to 
_ Christ; but then he holds also, as I do not, 
that some will come to Christ more than the 
Father draws to him, Another agrees with me 
in the former opinion; but he believes that the 
origination of the Christ-ward progress will be 
of man and not of God. A third is equally 
concurrent with me in the main principle ; but 
he is surprised how I can maintain in harmony 
the doctrine of election. Iam happy to find 
sensible, reflecting Christians agree with me in 
- any point; but I should be more happy if they 
would agree with me in all. I must profess, at 
all events, that in the collateral points I have 
mentioned, I do not agree with them. It will 
be seen by a careful reader that Ido not. I 
thank God that he has enabled me to hold in 
reverence and love the doctrines of sovereign and 
distinguishing grace; and my rejoicing is, that, 
in man’s ability for his duty, I have advocated 
a sentiment from which they derive both their 
consistency and their glory.” abongh Mr. Hin- 
ton’s language is bold and occasionally startling, 
his sentiments do not appear to differ materially 
from those of the most celebrated theologians 
of the seventeenth century. No one can main- 
~ tain more decidedly than he, that “ conversion 
to God never has taken place, and never will 
take place,” without the operation of the Holy 
~ Spirit; that “the blessed Spirit, when he enters 


into the heart of a sinner to turn him to God, | 


_ performs this work of love unsought;” and that 
“the gift of the Holy Spirit secures the attain- 
ment of the great and unspeakable blessings 
exhibited in the gospel.” 


Individual Effort, and the Active Christian. 
By Joun Howarp Hrnron, M.A. A new 
edition, in one volume. London: 12mo. pp. 
582. Price 7s. 


Ma. Huyton never appears to so much advan- 
tage as when enforcing practical godliness. 
Notwithstanding the great simplicity of his 
fiction, when he discusses controyerted topics 
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he is often misunderstood, sometimes through 
the extreme brevity of his style, and sometimes 
through a proneness to refined distinctions and 
paradox. But when he addresses the con- 
science either of an unconverted sinner or of a 
drowsy Christian, it is with so much directress 
and point, with such an uncompromising asser- 
tion of God’s authority and man’s responsibility, 
as commend him at once to the respect and 
esteem of his fellow-labourers, The volume 
before us is of this kind, and is adapted to ex- 
tensive usefulness. It comprises two works 
which he first published about ten years ago, 
but the subjects of which are closely connected, 
one entitled “ Individual Effort for the Conver- 
sion of Sinners enforced, in a Series of Lectures, 
adapted to promote a revival of religion;’’ the 
other, “The Active Christian.” The former 
was intended to excite to individual effort on 
behalf of the irreligious, the latter to direct it 
by practical suggestions and specific counsels. 
It will be a joyful era when the principles in- 
culcated in this volume are everywhere re~ 
ceived, and the conduct it recommends univer- 
sally practised. 


The Scriptural Duty of Churches in relation to 
Slaveholders professing Christianity; by the 
Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D., Author of the 
“Life of Melancthon,” a Prize Essay, entitled 
“Our Young Men,” &c. &e. London: 1841. 
8yo. pp. 24. Price Threepence, 


Tuts tract was written and committed to the 
press at the request of the London Association 
of Baptist Churches. Its object is to show that 
the system of slavery, as now maintained, is in- 
compatible with the principles and precepts of 
Christianity, and is therefore a sin, and a sin of 
the first magnitude; that neither the Jewish 
law, the case of Onesimus, nor the precepts of 
Paul, can afford any pretext in favour of the 
modern slave-holder ; that the primitive churches 
were formed on the principle of mutual love and 
separation from a sinful world; that the apostles 
evinced an extreme solicitude to maintain, by a 
holy severity of discipline, the purity of the 
church; and that they furnished, in their di- 
rections for the exercise of that discipline, ample 
illustrations of the manner in which such a sin 
as that of enslaving, or holding our fellow- 
creatures in slavery, requires to be treated; di- 
recting that, sins of far less enormity, both in 
rinciple and practice, should totally disqualify 
fer membership in the Christian community. 


‘A Letter to the Right Honourable Sir John Cam 
Hobhouse, Bart., M.P.,, President of the Board 
of Control for the Affairs of India : occasioned 
by his Speech in the House of Commons, of 
July (27, 1840, on the Question of the Con- 
nexion of the East India Company with the 
Idolatry.of that country. London : Hatchard 
and Son, 8vo. pp. 37. 


Tus is a manly, temperate appeal to the Im- 
perial Government, on a subject which ought to 
have received more attention from the Christian 
public at large than has yet been paid to it—the 
disgraceful connexion of the East India Govern- 
ment with the idolatry of that country. It 
is written by a gentleman who possesses an ac- 
curate knowledge of all the facts of the case, de- 
rived from his own long residence in the Madras 
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presidency, and an extensive correspondence 
with European servants of the Company now 
residing there. The author writes in a tone 
of just reprobation of the system as even now 
administered, notwithstanding the express pro- 
mises made in parliament by Lord Melbourne, 
and the Right Hon. President of the Board of 
Control, so long back as the month of July, 
1838. He remarks that, from that period, the 
question has assumed a new aspect, as having 
been unequivocally condemned by men of all 
parties at home, but proceeds to show, on the 
clearest evidence, that in the presidency of 
Madras more especially, nothing whatever has 
been done to remove this awful stain from the 
national character. It is grievous to see how 
the directions sent from home have been trifled 
with and evaded; and scarcely possible to avoid 
the suspicion that the functionaries, to whom 
these directions were addressed, had good reason 
to believe that they should receive no rebukes 
for their guilty negligence. The pamphlet con- 
denses the subject into a short space, and is 
well worthy the attentive perusal of all who feel 
concerned for the progress of the gospel in these 
immensely populous regions, and desirous that 
this great impediment, the influence and bearing 
of which few are sufficiently aware of, may be 
removed out of the way. We trust it will lead 
to some well-directed efforts, for the abatement 
of this crying nuisance, in the course of the pre- 
sent session, 


Slavery in India. The Present State of East 
India Slavery, chiefly extracted from the Par- 
liamentary Papers on the subject. Printed 
March, 1828, Aug. 1832, Aug. 1838. By 
James Praas, late Missionary in Orissa, 

Author of “ India’s Cries to British Human- 

ty 3? a Prize Essay on “ The Abolition of 
apital Punishment,” §c. Third edition, re- 
vised and enlarged, London: 8vo. pp. 110. 
Price 1s. 6d. 

Tuar slavery exists in British India is un- 
questionable, though it is exceedingly difficult 
to ascertain the exact condition of its victims, 
or their precise number. Mr. Peggs deduces 
from parliamentary papers an opinion “ that the 
number of slaves may equal and even far exceed 
that of the West Indies, at the time of their 
emancipation.” For all this, be it remembered, 
the British nation is responsible, for public 
opinion and the general will, control the East 
India Company as substantially, though not so 
directly, as they control our domestic institu- 
tions. The laborious researches of Mr. Peggs 
will be found very useful to those who wish to 
obtain just views of the subject, or to draw the 
attention of British Christians to their duty re- 
specting it. 


The Holy War, made by Shaddai upon Diabo- 
lus, for the regaining of the Metropolis of the 
World; or the Losing and Laking again of 
the Town of Mansoul. By Joun Buyyan, 
Author of “ The Pilgrim’s Progress.” Lon- 
don: royal 18mo. Price 4s. 

We have often lamented that this work is not 

more familiar than it is with the professedly re- 

ligious portion of the community, and we are 
therefore very glad to see it ainong the publica- 
tions of the ‘Tract Society. It is a treasury of 
experimental knowledge, not less ingenious or 
less instructive than “'The Pilgrim’s Progress,” 
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and in pathos some passages in it are perhaps 
unequalled. Adapted to the young and the 
aged, the unconverted sinner and the established 
Christian, it deserves all the popularity which 
costly embellishments can attract. Eighteen 
woodcuts adorn this edition, 


The Scenery and Antiquities of Ireland Illus- 
trated, Uniform with American Scenery, 
Switzerland, Scotland, Beauties of the Bos- 
phorus, &c. &e. From drawings made ex- 
pressly for this work by W. Henry Bart- 
LETT. Engraved by the following eminent 
artists, R. Wallis, J. Cousens, Willmore, 
Brandard, Adlard, Richardson, Bentley, Sc. 
The Literary Department by N. P. Writs, 
Esq., Author of “ Pencillings by the Way,” 
“ American Sc »” “ Canadian Scenery,” 
&c. Part I. London: Price 2s, 

In the same size and style as “ Canadian Sce- 

nery,” and other works which bear the names 

of the artists enumerated in the title-page, this 
publication is to depict to us in a series of 
monthly numbers the most striking scenes in 
that picturesque and interesting island of which 
we have said so much in preceding pages. We 
hail its appearance as a work of great beauty 
which wit tend to call the attention of our 
countrymen to this “gem of the sea,” which 
only needs the influences of genuine scriptural 

Christianity to render it one of the most attrac- 

tive and pleasant lands within the reach of mor- 

tal man. 


Canadian Scenery Illustrated. Uniform with 
American Scenery, Switzerland, Scotland, 
§c. From Drawings by W. H. BARTLETT. 
Engraved in the first style of the art by R. 
Wallis, J. Cousen, Willmore, Brandard, 
Bentley, Richardson, &e. The Literary De- 
partment by N. P. Wits, Esq. Part 19, 
London: Price 2s. 

THE subject of one of the beautiful engravings 
in this excellent number is Kingston, in which 
many of our readers feel a lively interest, and 
where we hope that a public building not yet 
visible, which Mr, John Dyer and his friends 
are about to erect, will conduce to the spiritual 
welfare of this increasing and influential town. 


RECENT PUBL ICATIONS 


Approbed. 
Scenes of Death. By Jonn Tuwarres, M.D. Se- 
cond Edition. London: 24mo. pp. 171. 


Domestic Life, or Hints for Daily Use. London: 
( Tract Society) 12mo. pp. 464.. 

Fox's Book of Martyrs, edited by the Rev. Jonn 
Cummine, Jun, Part I. London: Imperial 8v0. pp. * 
96. Price 2s, 


The Works of Josephus. Translated by W. Wuis- 
Ton, A.M. _Part 9. London: Price 2s. 

The Bible Monopoly inconsistent with Bible Cireu- 
lation, A Letter addressed to the Right Hon. Lord 
Bexley, President of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, &c., &e.. &e. By ADAM Taomson, D.D., 
Coldstream, Secretary to the’ Scottish Board for Bible 
Circulation. To which is added an Appendix, con- 
taining a_ Letter from Mr. Andrew Spottiswoode, 
Queen’s Printer, and a Reply by the Author of 
“Jethro,” &e. London; 8vo. pp. 90. Price 1s. 6d. 


Family Secrets, or Hints to those who would make 
Home happy. By Mrs. Exiis, Author of The Wo- 
pen England.” Part I. Price ls. London: 8e0. 
pp. 32, 
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NEW ZEALAND. 
ADVANCES OF POPERY. 


Tris well known that the Roman Catholics 
are making great efforts to introduce and 
establish the abominations of Popery in the 
islands of the southern hemisphere. New 
Zealand is one of the countries into which 
they have entered, and an artful ecclesiastic 
from France, a Dr, Pompallier, resides on 
the island as bishop, with several subordi- 
nate priests under his direction. Already a 
number of the natives have been beguiled 
by the artifices of these men, who do not 
seruple to employ the prejudices and super- 
stitions of the natives as a foundation on 
which to build their Popish mummery. Oc- 
easionally, too, the missionaries of the 
Church of England are confronted and per- 
plexed, when reasoning with the natives, by 
arguments such as, in Europe, have often 
proved successful in drawing mere pro- 
fessors out . oftheir communion into the 
papacy. Thus, for instance, one of the 
agents of the Church Missionary Society 
writes :—‘A paper of manuscript hymns was 
shown us, consisting of sentences from our 
eatechisms, &e. patched together by one of 
the (Popish) bishop’s agents. ‘See,’ said 
Mr. Celenso, ‘ your bishop has stolen these 
words out of our book.’ ‘Aye,’ said a shrewd 
young man, who was the spokesman of the 
party, ‘but he tells us that your fathers stole 
the whole of the book from his church !’ 

- What answer was given to this remark, we 
are not informed. O that the servants of 

Christ, engaged in these labours, would learn 
_ the absolute necessity of carrying to these 
poor ignorant heathen, his gospel alone, un- 
adulterated by any of the pernicious ad- 
mixtures which have so long been permitted 
- to tarnish its lustre, and hinder its spiritual 
efficiency! 

We are the more forcibly impelled to the 
utterance of this wish by observing that it is 
_ mentioned by the New Zealand missionaries 
as a matter of joy and congratulation, that 
the natives make progress in reading the 
Liturgy, and learning and teaching the cate- 
chism—that very catechism in which they 
are taught that, by baptism, they are made 
‘children of God, members of Christ, and 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven.’ To us, we 
acknowledge, it occasions the most painful 
surprise that devout and spiritually-minded 
men should not merely tolerate, but be active 
in propagating among those who are just 
awakening to perceive the folly and wicked- 


ness of idolatry, such a fearful delusion as 
that to which we have just alluded. We 
make no pretensions to the spirit of pro- 
phecy, but we avow our full conviction, that 
if, either in New Zealand or elsewhere, 
Protestants thus occupy themselves in lay- 
ing the foundations of Popery, they will 
have to endure the mortification of wit- 
nessing the successful efforts of designing 
and ambitious votaries of Rome, to raise 
a corresponding superstructure. 


NEW CHURCH. 
BANBURY, OXFORDSHIRE. 


A new Baptist interest has, it appears, 
been recently formed in Banbury, which, 
with its suburbs, is stated to contain seven 
thousand persons. No church of our deno- 
mination existed there till the 18th of 
August, 1840, when one was formed, the 
Rey. Messrs. Gray, of Northampton, Catton, 
of Middleton Cheney, and Nunnick, of 
Bloxham, assisting in the services. Our 
friends there are about to erect a chapel, 
which it is estimated will cost, including the 
purchase of the ground and legal expenses, 
above seventeen hundred pounds. As they 
will need the assistance of churches at a 
distance, we are happy to find that they are 
acting under the sanction of many respect- 
able ministers, both in their own neighbour. 
hood and in London, who are personally 
acquainted with their exigencies. 


ORDINATIONS. 
PWLLHELI, CARNARVONSHIRE. 


The Rey. Joel Jones, of Bristol, has ac- 
cepted the invitation of the Baptist church at 
Pwllheli. He commenced his labours there 
Feb. 7, 1841, 


' EYE, SUFFOLK. 


The Rev. Eliel Davis, having accepted 
an invitation from the Baptist church at 
Eye, has resigned his pastoral charge at 
Lambeth. The church and congregation of 
which he had been pastor, as a token of 
their esteem and affection, presented him, 
when about to leave them, with a valuable 
pair of candlesticks with snuffers and tray, 
a silver cream jug, and a purse of twenty 
guineas. He commenced his labours at 
Eye on Lord’s day, Feb. 14, 
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WEST HADDON, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


The Rey. William Cherry, late mission- 
ary in the Worcestershire Association, has 
become the pastor of the church at West 
Haddon. 


HUNMANBY. 


Mr. John Pring, recently a member of 
the church at Thrapston, and formerly of 
Saint Hill, Devon, has accepted an invita- 
tion from the Baptist church at Hunmanby, 
Yorkshire, to become their pastor. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MR. ISAAC BOOTH. 


Died, on the 24th of November, at the 
Triangle, Hackney, Mr. Isaac Booth, the 
second and only surviving son of the late 
Rey. Abraham Booth, for many years pastor 
of the Baptist church in Little Prescot 
Street, Goodman’s Fields. Mr. Booth had 
arrived at a full age, being in his eightieth 
year, and died as he had lived, a firm and 
sincere believer in those doctrines, and ob- 
server of those practices which his revered 
father taught; and the consolations of which 
never deserted him in the last hour of his 
need, 

Mr. Booth was born on the 8th of May, 
1761, at Sutton in Ashfield, Nottingham- 
shire ; and from thence was brought up to 
London, on the removal of his father, to 
undertake the pastoral care of the church 
in Little Prescot Street. In 1788, he was 
admitted as clerk in the service of the Bank 
of England, in which he continued until his 
death, having attained the office of senior 
cashier of that establishment. He was for 
many years united in fellowship with the 
church in Little Prescot Street, and in 1827 
was chosen one of its deacons. In him has 
been removed by death nearly the last of 
the old race of those holy men of God who 
were in communion in that temple of his, 
and who contributed for so many years to 
uphold the influence and respectability of 
that portion of the church of Christ, 

A life extended to the utmost limits of 
the period assigned by the Psalmist as the 
duration of man’s time on earth must have 
witnessed many chequered scenes in the 
world’s history; and those pages in which 
Mr. Booth entered into life record those 
great moral convulsions which astounded 
by their events, and shook the nations of 
Europe to their centre. Without entering 
into the stormy vista of political excitement, 
although throughout his life an ardent and 
uncompromising advocate of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, his exertions were devoted to 
the furtherance of many of those institutions 
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and efforts designed for the benefit of man, 
and the promotion of peace and civilization. 
Where the ardent piety and prayers of his 
father were conspicuous, his active exertions 
were directed as an humble agent. Whilst 
war desolated the world with its barbarities 
and horrors, and * his brother’s blood cried 
aloud for vengeance from the ground,” he 
was one of a little band of philanthropists 
who sought to redeem humanity from one 
of its foul stains, and the results of whose- 
exertions are now beginning to be felt 
throughout the whole world. He was one 
of the earliest founders and promoters of 
the Sierra Leone Company, of whom Thos. 
Clarkson is almost, if not the sole one 
who remains, which was the first society 
formed for the extinction of slavery, and 
gave rise to the mighty impulse which 
ended in the abolition of that horrid traffic, 
and is still tending to the great moral rege- 
neration of Africa. He lived to see the day 
when slavery was declared at an end, and 
to witness the progress of still stronger ef- 
forts for ameliorating the condition of our 
sable brethren of that vast continent. When 
his spirits were enfeebled by his declining 
strength, an allusion to Africa was sufficient 
to rouse them to active energy, and amongst 
those subjects which more particularly 
caused him to exult in the triumph of his 
early labours in this vast field of benevo- 
Jence, was the circumstance of natives re- 
turning from Jamaica to their homes and 
kindred, in order to take back the lights of 
revelation and blessings of civilization, in 
return for those rights of which they had 
been despoiled. But his mind and exer. 
tions were actively occupied at home in 
works of benevolence. He was connected 
with many of the early plans of education, 
being one of the first committee and a trus. 
tee of Stepney College, and a “strong sup- 
porter of the Shakespeare’s Walk and Pro- 
testant Dissenters’ charity schools. His in- 
tellectual attainments were of a high order, 
and he was well versed in most of the 
branches of physical science. He could 
also appreciate many of those modern dis- 
coveries which have conferred so much be- 
nefit upon mankind, and particularly inter- 
ested himself in the vaccine discovery of 
Jenner, being one of the first who intro- 
duced and practised vaccination before pro- 
fessional prejudices could be overcome, or 
its advantages to the human race could be 
recognized. 

Mr. Booth throughout his long life con. 
tinued in the enjoyment of almost uninter- 
tupted health until the month of August 
last year, when he was seized with a fit 
which lasted all night. Prior to this he had 
not been absent above seven days from sick- 
ness, during a period of nearly fifty-four 
years in the service of the Bank of England. 
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So anxious was he for the faithful perform- 
ance of his duties, that on his rallying a 
little strength, he returned to the Bank, 
which he continued to do until a very few 
days before his death. He continued, al. 
though very feeble, to come down stairs to 
his family until the Thursday previous to 
his decease, labouring only under the gra. 
dual decay of nature, his infirmities being 
, unattended by pain. Whilst the outward 
man was decaying, his soul had the sup- 
port of the God of the just. His mind was 
continually directed to the thoughts of that 
heaven to which he was journeying ; he 
felt that he was near the end of his pil- 
gtimage; he set his house in order, and he 
was in constant communion with that God 
into whose presence he was about to enter. 
On that day the only individual he saw out 
of his own immediate family, was one of his 
nephews, to whom he addressed himself in 
'a fervent manner. He observed, “I am 
old, and in my eightieth year, and feel my- 
self decaying, but my support is in Christ. 


I can compare myself with poor Bunyan, | 


for I have lost my burden, but I have had a 
hard difficulty to keep it down. I could 
not do it of myself, but through the aid of 
my Saviour.” 
fined to his room, and on Saturday took to 
his bed, which he never afterwards left. He 
expressed a wish to see the Rey, Mr. Sto. 
vel, his pastor, to whom he was affection- 
ately attached, and with whom he had an 
affecting interview. From Saturday morn- 
ing it was evident that he was dying, but 
without the least symptom of distress or 
pain, and his mind being, with but few in- 
tervals, perfectly sensible. He was parti- 
cularly so to the attached and unwearied 
attentions of his affectionate partner and 
now widowed wife, whose unremitting care 
was amply repaid by the serenity of his 
mind, his patience, his humble and almost 
infantine submission to her wishes. “I 
love you, my dear,” he said, when his in- 
tellectual vigour had nigh gone, “ but I love 
God better; God in Christ, and next to 
him I love you.” His thoughts were also 
at times directed to his weeping children 
round his bed-side—mourning, but not like 
- those without hope, for no longer now could 
words of affection be uttered by kis lips. 
At last he became insensible to the things 
of time and sense—his soul had nearly 
thrown off all its sensual and earthly incum- 
brances, and was preparing its wings for 
flight to its eternal mansion. When all 
earthly senses were gone, it was evident 
that his soul was in constant devotional 
exercises of prayer and praise; his often 
and repeated ejaculations of Lord and Hal- 
lelujah, proved that he was then realizing 
joys and thoughts his lips could no longer 
articulate, and precisely at noon on Tues- 
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On Friday he was first con- | 
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day he sank into his eternal rest. « He 
was not, for God took him.” The triumph 
was completed, the last enemy was con- 
quered, and without a struggle or a sigh his 
Spirit had joined that of his father, with 
his Father and his God in those mansions 
of bliss prepared for those who love God. 
The griefs of his afflicted widow and fa. 
mily were assuayed by confidence in that 
prayer to heaven, ‘‘ Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his.” His remains were interred on Wed- 
nesday, 2nd of December, in the burial 
ground attached to Dr. Cox's chapel, at 
Mare Street, Hackney, where and with the 
previous congregation at Shore Place, he 
had been accustomed to worship one part 
of the Lord’s Day, for a period of nearly 
thirty-seven years, the mournful ceremo. 
nies being conducted by his pastor and the 
Rev. Dr. Cox. 

His affectionate pastor improved the 
death of this his faithful deacon, on the 
Sunday after his funeral, from Rev. xiv. 
13, ‘And I heard a voice from heaven say- 
ing unto me, Write, blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, from henceforth ; 
Yea, said the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours, and their works do follow 
them,” portraying his departed brother as 
fruit fully ripe, gathered up into the hea_ 
venly garner. His piety was fervent, sin- 
cere, and -unostentatious, ‘walking daily 
with his God ;” he was humble in his de- 
portment ; faithful and true to his trust in 
connexion with the church of Christ ; spot- 
less in reputation; unimpeachable in in- 
tegrity, and in his several relations of hus- 
band, father, relative, and friend, showed 
that ‘‘he had been with Jesus and was his 


A. B. 


| disciple indeed.” 


REV. JOHN CLAY. 

This excellent man, the senior pastor of 
the Baptist church at Landport, near Port- 
sea, was removed by death on the 25th of 
January. A sketch of his honourable life 
will be presented to our readers, probably iu 
the number for April. 


OLINTHUS G. GREGORY, LL.D., F.R.A.S., &c, 


Died, at his house on Woolwich Common, 
after a long illness, on Tuesday, February 
2nd, aged 67. Born at a small village, 
Yaxley, in Huntingdonshire, of parents en- 
gaged in agriculture, he early discovered a 
thirst fur knowledge, and promptitude in ac- 
quiring it, which attracted the notice of 
certain members of the University of Cam. 
bridge, to whom he had- become known. 
Encouraged to pursue the bent of his mind, 
he made rapid advances, especially in ma- 
thematical learning, and opened a school at 
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Cambridge, over which he presided for a 
time with ability and success. Here he be- 
came acquainted with our late lamented 
friend, the Rev. Robert Hall, in whom he 
found a mind congenial with his own, and 
by whom he was baptized, and admitted 
into Christian fellowship in the year 1797. 
Soon after, he was appointed teacher of 
mathematics in the Royal Military College 
at Woolwich, and, on the death of his friend, 
Dr. Hutton, succeeded to the Professorship, 
which he held to the day of his lamented 
decease. 

On the literary and scientific career of 
Dr. Gregory, this is not the place to enlarge. 
Confessedly eminent as he was in these 
respects, it is more delightful to contemplate 
him under the nobler character of a devoted 
Christian. While occupying,by common con- 
sent, a distinguished place among those who 
have laboured in the field of practical science; 
he rejoiced to consecrate all his powers and 
attainments to the service and honour of his 
Saviour and his God. Amidst incessant and 
responsible occupations connected with his 
official station, and while maintaining an 
extensive correspondence with the literati 
of Europe and America, he was a diligentstu. 
dent of divine revelation, and always ready 
to communicate the fruit of his researches 
to others, as opportunity was afforded. 

His principal work, entitled “Letters on 
the Evidences, Doctrines, and Duties of the 
Christian Religion,” addressed originally 
to a literary friend for his personal benefit, 
has-gone through seven or eight editions in 
this country, and has been very widely cir. 
culated in the United States of America, 
from whence, as well as from other quarters 
of the world, Dr. Gregory was often receiving 
grateful testimonies to its usefulness. By 
far the greater proportion of officers now 
serving in the Royal Artillery passed under 
his instruction, during his connexion with 
the college, and thus enjoyed the benefit of 
an influence eminently calculated to promote 
their best interests for time and eternity—a 
privilege of which many have shown them. 
selves gratefully sensible. 

In conjunction with the Rev. John Foster, 
of Stapleton, Dr. Gregory, at a great expense 
of time and labour, undertook the editorship 
of the works of his celebrated friend Mr. Hall, 
for whom, through life, he retained a very 
cordial attachment. How refreshing is it to 
contemplate the re-union of such minds in a 
world where knowledge, without the slight. 
est admixture - of error,. constitutes their 
eternal repast; and love, fixed upon and re. 
ciprocated by the infinitely lovely and trans- 
cendently glorious Creator, their everlasting 
rest! 
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MR. THOMAS BIGGS. 


On Wednesday, Feb. 3, died Mr. Thomas 
Biggs, late of Radford, in the county of So- 
merset, at the advanced age of eighty-eight 
years and some months. He was the child 
of religious parents, and brother of the late 
Rev. James Biggs, long pastor of the church 
at Devizes, now under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. J.S. Bunce. Through the whole 
of bis long life he was a constant hearer 
and reader of the wordof God. He loved 
the house of God, and evinced his attach- 
ment to it by largely contributing to the 
erection and support of the place of worship 
where he attended during the latter period 
of his life. It is principally attributable to 
his remarkably retired and reserved habits, 
that he did not earlier submit to the ordi- 
nance of believer's baptism, of the propriety 
of which it is believed he never had any 
doubts. About a year and a half before his 


‘death, however, his impres-ions of divine 


things were greatly deepened and strength- 
ened, through the instrumentality of the 
students of the Bristol Academy, the minis- 
try and conversation of one of whom (Mr. 
Milligan, now settled at Fairford) was par- 
ticularly blessed to his soul. He felt 
more strongly than ever the positive duty 
of conforming to the ordinances of the 
Lord, and in his eighty-eighth year was 
immersed, before a crowded assembly, and 
subsequently partook of the memorials of 
the Saviour’s death. Often during the last 
spring and summer did he walk twice on 
the Lord’s day from his residence to the 
place of worship, a distance of a mile and a 
half; and few, if any, heard with more at 
tention and feeling. Frequently were tears 
seen to trickle down his aged cheeks while 
hearing the word. Towards the close of the 
last year he was seized with violent illness, 
and though he partially recovered, it was 
evident that he was much shaken; and soon, 
repeated attacks and increasing weakness 
showed that the end of his earthly pilgrim- 
age was approaching. His sufferings were 
often great, but his supports were great also. 
He frequently expressed a longing to de. 
part, but a perfect resignation to the will of 
God, whether for life or death. Even after 
he was confined to his bed, his family con- 
tinued to assemble round him, while he 
audibly poured out his soul to God. He 
retained his memory and his quickness of 
perception almost to the close of his life. 
His conversation evinced to all who heard 
it a deep and humbling sense of sin, to- 
gether with a firm reliance on Him who 
came to bring life and immortality to light. 
His last end was peace, and his remains 
were deposited within the walls of the sanc- 
tuary which in life he loved to frequent, 
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REV. R, PENMAN. 


This old and steady friend of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, the esteemed pastor of 
the Congregational church at Aberdeen, 
died on the 5th of February, in the 64th 
year of his age. 


MISCELLANEA. 


ADDRESS TO AMERICAN CHURCHES FROM 
THE COMMITTEE OF THE BAPTIST UNION, 


Letter to the Ministers, Deacons, and Mem- 
bers of the Baptist Churches in the United 
States, admitting Slaveholders to Com- 
munion: with Christian Salutations from 
the Committee of the Baptist Union 
meeting in London. 


Dear Brethren, 

By the Convention recently held in Lon- 
don of delegates sent from various nations, 
and advocating the use of peaceful and moral 
means for the extinction of slavery, your 
case, with many others, has been promi- 
nently brought before the Christian public. 
By what we knew before, we have been 
often grieved ; but the facts recently set be- 
fore us have so forcibly exhibited the 
extent to which Baptist churches, as well as 
other sections of the Christian community, 
are implicated in the great offence of slavery, 
that we feel bound, by conscience, by the 
claims of humanity, and the laws of Christ, 
to state our feelings on this all-important 
subject. 

At this Convention, after a long and 
deeply interesting discussion, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

“1, That it is the deliberate and deeply 
rooted conviction of this Convention, which 
it thus publicly and solemnly expresses to 
the world, that slavery, in whatever form or 
in whatever country it exists, is contrary to 
the eternal and immutable principles of jus- 
tice, and the spirit and precepts of Christi- 
anity, and is therefore a sin against God, 
which acquires additional enormity when 
committed by nations professedly Christian, 
and in an age when the subject has been so 
generally discussed, and its criminality so 
thoroughly exposed. 

“2. That this Convention cannot but 
deeply deplore the fact, that the continuance 
and prevalence of slavery are to be attri- 
buted, in a great degree, to the countenance 
afforded by many Christian churches, espe- 
cially in the western world, which have not 
only withheld that public and_ emphatic 
testimony against the crime which it de- 
serves, but have retained in their commu- 
nion, without censure, those by whom it is 
notoriously perpetrated. aly 

“3. That this Convention, while it dis- 
claims the intention or desire of dictating to 


Christian communities the terms of their | 
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fellowship, respectfully submit that it is their 
incumbent duty to separate from their com- 
munion all those persons who, after they 
have been faithfully warned in the spirit of 
the gospel, continue in the sin of enslaving 
their fellow-creatures, or holding them in 
slavery ; a sin, by the commission of which, 
with whatever mitigating circumstances it 
may be attended in their own particular in- 
stance, they give the support of their ex- 
ample to the whole system of compulsory 
servitude, and the unutterable horrors of 
the slave-trade.” 

These resolutions having been taken into 
the most serious consideration by us, they 
have been deliberately affirmed as the sense 
of the Committee; and we now feel it our 
duty, as members of the Baptist denomina- 
tion, linked with you by the profession of a 
common faith, to address you by a serious 
and affectionate appeal. 

Brethren and Fathers! In the name of 
our common Lord, we beseech you to lend 
us a patient and prayerful hearing. Affec- 
tion for you prompts us to the duty; let 
the same affection on your part induce a 
listening ear. On whatever there may be 
unlovely or unchristian among us, we invite 
your brotherly animadyersion: we beseech 
you to indulge us with the same freedom in 
return. 

In the first place, we acknowledge, and 
we do it with shame for our country, that 
the system now cherished among you origi- 
nated while your country was in dependence 
upon Great Britain; and the recollection 
of this fact gives additional earnestness to 
our appeal. But, while this is true as it 
respects the origin of the system, have you 
not since that period made it eminently 
your own, by the tenacity with which you 
cling to it, and the determination with which 
you resist every effort to deliver you from 
its criminality andits curse? Brethren, we 
would fain come to your rescue; we be- 
seech you to receive us as fellow-workers 
with our divine Master, whose mission was 
‘«to bind up the broken hearted; to pro- 
claim liberty to the captive, and the open- 
ing of the prison to them that are bound.” 

Brethren and Fathers, in appealing to you 
on this painful subject, we are influenced 
by a deep solicitude for you, for our fellow- 
creatures whom you enslave and afflict, and 
for the name of ourcommon Lord by which 
you have been called. We are concerned 
for you, because we tremble for the sincerity 
of that faith which under any circumstances 
can be reconciled to American slavery as it 
is; we are concerned for our oj pressed 
fellow-men, whom we are bound by the 
law of him who created both them and us, 
not to forsake in their manifold calamities ; 


| and, lastly, we are concerned for the honour 


of our holy and merciful Lord, whose name 
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is everywhere blasphemed on your account. 
By all these interests, therefore, we beseech 
you not to refuse our brotherly admonition. 

We assure you that our opinion of negro 
slavery, as it exists among you, has not 
been formed on vague and uncharitable re- 
ports. The state of American law; the acts 
of your churches and associations ; the ex- 
tent to which members and even ministers 
in your churches avail themselves of the 
unjust advantages given them by the slave- 
laws; the misery and degradation thus in- 
flicted on the enslaved and coloured people 
of America; and, above all, the God-dis- 
honouring apologies for continuing the 
crime of slave-holding sent forth under their 
own names by men engaged in the Christian 
ministry, too painfully convince us that, in 
many cases, a taste for the gratification 
yielded by the exercise of oppressive power 
over your fellow men has been compla- 
cently cherished; while others, through be- 
coming its apologists, are fearfully involved 
in its guilt. 

Beloved in the Lord, if divine authority 
could be shown for the institution of slavery 
itself, the practices which prevail under its 
shelter are such as nothing can justify. The 
internal slave-trade which it almost necessa- 
tily involves; its separation of fathers from 
children, husbands from wives, and children 
from parents; the authorizing, by church 
acts, successive marriages in the case of 
slaves who are sold away from their con- 
nexions; the fraud and cruelty too often 
employed ; and the denial of general instruc- 
tion and the use of God's holy word to the 
enslaved and coloured classes; are facts in 
point. We beseech you, brethren, to consi- 
der whether it be not ‘for such things’ 
sake that the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience.”’ 

But, brethren, we are bold to maintain 
that no legitimate argument for enslaving 
men, or holding them in slavery, can be 
obtained from the book of God. Divine 
revelation, both in its spirit and by its pre- 
cepts, condemns the principles upon which 
the system of slavery is founded, as well as 
the wrongs to which it inevitably leads. It 
was never the design of revelation, except 
so far as the divine supremacy over the 
Jewish people was concerned, to institute 
any code of civil or political law. It was 
no part of its design to interfere with any 
form of government, except so far as the 
principles of universal love, which that re_ 
velation breathes throughout, might guide, 
and animate, and restrain, those who felt 
and acted under its influence. Thus in 
some instances the scripture may be found 
to regulate or restrain what it did not ap- 
point, and in others to censure the workings 
of a system rather than the system itself, 
The book of God was written for THE 
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WORLD; its precepts and principles are 
adapted to man in all the varieties of his 
civil and social condition, and are intended 
to correct, not one, but all, its moral evils. 
To allege the authority of scripture for 
every evil which it does not formally con- 
demn, is to wrest the Bible from its benevo- 
lent design, and to make God the author of 
the follies and crimes of men. 

It is this feature of modern slavery, espe- 

cially as existing in the United States, 
which so highly aggravates its guilt. An- 
cient slavery originated, as did idolatry, 
when the tribes of men had lost the know- 
ledge and fear of the true God: but the 
system as practised in modern times is up- 
held by men who bear the Christian name, 
and who profess to revere the injunction of 
their Master in heaven, “ As ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so unto 
them.” With the Lord’s commission before 
their eyes to preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture, the legislatures of some of the states 
have promulgated sanguinary laws against 
the instruction of the slave and coloured 
population, and have shut them out from the 
consolation and guidance of the word of 
God. With all the religious advantages 
you possess, too many members and minis- 
ters of your churches, instead of disavowing 
and reproving these guilty enactments, 
coldly participate in the crimes which they 
protect ; while others become their apolo- 
gists. The case is even worse. The per- 
sons thus implicated adhere to their slave. 
dealing, to their slave-legislation, to their 
slave holding, and to their profession of 
Christian charity at the same time. 
Brethren, “these things ought not so to 
be.” Know ye not that the name of our 
merciful Redeemer. the riches of his grace, 
the wisdom of his arrangements, and the 
purity, righteousness, and kindness of his 
character and government, can only be un. 
derstood from his word, confirmed and illus- 
trated by the example of his servants? 
How, then, shall the heathen, or any mem- 
ber of our species, appreciate the excelleney 
of Christian truth, holiness, and charity, 
when they are professed by the partakers in 
American Slavery, and misrepresented by 
the falsehood, injustice, cruelty, and mani. 
fold uncleanness comprehended in that op- 
pression?’ The unwary must be beguiled, 
and infidelity will gather strength from the 
delusion. In such society, the Friend of 
smners, and the God of love, can never be 
exalted. 

An apology for inaction on your part in 
reference to the continuance of slavery, 
founded on your political condition, would 
m our judgment have no force whatever. 
Have men no rights, or have you no duties, 
but such as are given or imposed by human 
laws? Or, is there no authority greater 
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than that ofman? Legislators are bound to 
consider whether in the principle or clauses | 
of a law about to be made anything be con- 
trary to the law of God; if there be, they 
have no right to make it. To do so is re.- 
belling against divine law, and using means 
to make others rebel with them, Should 
they have done so, by all the superiority 
which they yield to God in his claim to 
their obedience, they are bound on the dis- 
covery to abrogate it. The protection of 
crime by human laws can never change its 
nature. That Congress and all the states 
are joined in an act of disobedience against 
God, will never make it right, or justify 
your participating in it. By your profes- 
sion of Christianity you have bowed to one 
who is higher than they. 

We do not address you as labouring un- 
der responsibility for actions not within 
your reach. The clearest precepts of our 
holy religion require both us and you to 
have no fellowship with the works of dark- 
ness, but rather to reprove them. Though 
Christians may not yet be able to regulate 
the decrees of Congress, or even those of 
their own states’ legislatures, they may re- 
gulate the resolutions of their own churches. 
if they cannot at present remove this griev- 
ance from the governments of the earth, 
they may at least cleanse themselves and 
the churches from these pollutions. It is to 
this purifying of the church, therefore, from 
participation in the crime of enslaving their 
fellow men, and of holding them in slavery, 
that you are now urged; and we hope not 
urged in vain. 

' Beloved in the Lord. We have rejoiced 
over you with great joy, in many things 
which manifest your zeal for God and love 
for souls. We have waced your labours 
~ with delight, both at home and abroad. We 
have seen your activity in the Old World, 
even to the very place where the Saviour 
died; and the sound of your prayer has 
reached us, when, in solemn convocation, 
you implored direction and mercy for thous- 
ands who are perishing in the Western Val- 
~ ley. It is because we love you, and the 
common cause of mercy, that we say these 
things: and, with all the affection, esteem, 
and solemnity of which we are capable, we 
pray you, in the name of our common Lord, ) 
to cast away from you all fellowship in this 
immeasurable crime. ; 

Deeply imnpressed with the justness and 
importance of the preceding sentiments, we 
have received with approbation intelligence 
of that activity to which some of the Ameri- 
ean churches have been roused, and the vi- 
gour with which they have advanced towards 
the solemn act of withholding Christian 
fellowship from such as hold property in 
slaves. ‘Che same course being in progress 
among the churches in this country, we 
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urge you with the utmost earnestness not to 
foree the brethren to the powerful consum- 
et iee to which such proceedings must 
ead. 

Praying that in this, and in all things, you 
may be guided and blessed by the Father 
and Redeemer of all our spirits, 


We are, dear brethren, 
Yours in Christian affection, 
W.#H. Murcu, D.D. 
JOsEPH BELCHER, 


Secretaries. 
EDWARD STEANE, 


London, November 18, 1840. 


J. G. BIRNIE, ESQ. 


It affords us pleasure to observe, that the 
Christian Watchman, a Baptist paper of 
large circulation published at Boston, but 
one that has not been accustomed to co- 
operate with * The Abolitionists,” gives co- 
pious extracts in a recent number from Mr. 
Birnie’s pamphlet published lately in this 
country, not only without impugning the 
correctness of its facts, but with the follow- 
ing satisfactory reference to the author: 
“Mr. Birnie was bred in a slave state, and 
was the owner of a large number till he vo- 
Juntarily made them free, and his character 
for accurate and extensive information and 
veracity is well known.’ An epitome of 
Mr. Bimie’s publication may be found in 
the Baptist Magazine for 1840, pp. 657, 
658. 


RESIGNATION. 


The Rey. Thomas Applegate has resigned 
the pastorate of the Baptist church, Kings- 
bridge. Our informant states, that during 
the last thirteen months twenty-two indivi- 
duals have been added to its communion. 


MARRIAGES. 


In the Baptist Meetinghouse, Towcester, 
Northamptonshire, by the Rev. J. Barker, 
by license, Jan. 29, 1841, Mr. W. How- 
LETT, of Lillingstone Lovell, Oxfordshire, to 
Miss ANN Exxey, Leckhamstead, Bucks. 


In the Baptist Chapel, Waltham Abbey, 
Essex, Jan. 30, 1841, by the Rev. James 
Hargreaves, Mr. James Toncue, of Lough- 
ton, to Miss EtizaBerH Dykes, of High 
Beach, Epping Forest. 


In the Baptist Chapel, Semley, Wilts, 
Feb. 6, 1841, by the Kev. J. Webb, Mr, 
Tuomas PENNEY to Miss ELizaBriTH 
HIBBERD. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


—— 


ON THE INEFFICIENCY OF SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS, 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine, 


Mr. Eprror.—In looking over the sta- 
tistics of our denomination appended to the 
report of the Union, the remarkable con- 
trast between the largeness of our Sunday 
schools and the smallness of our churches 
greatly surprised me. At first sight one 
would think that the Sunday school teach- 
ers were the most industrious and successful 
occupants of the field of Christian exertion, 
and that the above fact was an indisputable 
proof of it. Closer observation, however, 
will lead to a different conclusion—namely, 
that, while it may be a proof of the industry 
of the teacher, it is a very melancholy 
proof of the serious inefficiency of the sys- 
tem—that something is radically wrong— 
either the right means are not made use of, 
or not made use of in the right way. Sun- 
day schools have now been in operation, 
fully, a quarter of a century. I rejoice to 
know that they have been successful— 
greatly successful—successful to an extent 
worth infinitely more than all the labour 
expended upon them. But, seriously I 
ask, have they accomplished all that might 
have been expected from them? Have they 
realized the expectations of the church? 
Nay, as a whole, over the country, have 
they not proved a failure ? 

The expectation, I should think, would 
not be deemed extravagant, that the Sun- 
day school should annually hand over to 
the membership of the church one-tenth of 
its entire number, Do any of our schools 
do so? or do they even make an approach 
to it? Instead of their associating them- 
selves with the people of God being the 
rule, and returning back to the world the 
exception, I fear the contrary is the case, 
I believe many teachers do not expect pre- 
sent suceess, and do not labour for it; but 
I believe many do—many do think that 
children can be converted when young, and, 
I do not doubt, find, by the blessing of 
God, the character of labour gives a com- 
. plexion to the fruit. Through the medium 
of your journal, I shuuld like to direct the 
attention of sabbath school teachers to this 
very important subject. That there is a 
failure no teacher can doubt. What is the 
cause of it? and how may it be removed 2 
are questions satisfactory answers to which 


would confer mighty benefit on this de- | 


partment of Christian enterprise. 
OUR: 


PLANS FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Srr,—Having been engaged for some 
years past as a sabbath teacher of the young, 
in a way somewhat out of the ordinary 
course, I have been urged to publish my 
routine of labour, by persons who have sup- 
posed that good might result from it; and, 
in hopes that such will prove to be the case, 
I now forward to you the following state. 
ment. 

Upwards of twelve years ago, a valued 
female friend laid me under lasting obliga- 
tion, by proposing to me the conducting of 
a service for the children of the Sunday- 
school in which she was a teacher, similar 
to one which she stated a relative of hers 
then held in a neighbouring town. Her 
proposal appeared so worthy of attention 
that I at once decided on complying with it, 
and ina few days a commencement was 
made. What further efforts I have since 
employed for the benefit of the young have 
resulted chiefly from this service. My en. 
gagements on their behalf now comprise— 

Ist. The above juvenile service, This ds 
held at five o’clock in the evening, closing 
at six, the adult service being delayed until 
a quarter past six to give me the clear hour. 
It was begun in a small vestry attached to 
Bethesda Chapel, but was soon removed ta 
the Chapel gallery, where it is still held. I 
stand against the clock, and my little con- 
gregation is ranged in front of and around 
me. It consists of the children and young 
persons of the town at large, some attend. 
ing from every Sunday-school. The number 
assembling varies according to the season of 
the year; at present it is larger than usual, 
about 300. I keep a book for entering the 
names of those who apply to be inserted in 
it, with columns for their ages, residences, 
and Sunday-schools, and for marking their 
attendance during each half-year. My rule 
is, to enrol none under seven years of age, 
to confine the number on the list to 200, and 
to expunge those who do not answer three 
Sundays successively. The calling of these 
names is the first thing attended to. This 
book serves many useful purposes, It pro. 
cures me a great portion of my hearers, 
brings me acquainted with them, secures 
early attendance, discovers absentees, and 
is necessary to other parts of my plan. A 
prayer is then presented, which is followed 
by the singing of a verse, composed for use 
at this interval. An address, as it is called, 
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though it amounts to a sermon—is then de- 
livered ; after which the service closes with 
the singing of a hymn from the Sunday 
_Scholar’s Companion, and a very short 
prayer. The address usually occupies half 
an hour. This would be too long were it 
delivered, as such addresses frequently are, 
after other instruction, as many of the chil- 
dren and teachers are then probably unvwil- 
ling auditors and already wearied ; but my 
hearers are all volunteers, and come re- 
freshed with air and food. An address of 
this length is also necessary in my case, as 
it is to become the subject of an examina- 
tion on the next sabbath. The hour se. 
lected for the service is found peculiarly 
eligible. None are detained from other 
worship ; on the contrary, the attendance at 
the adult service held subsequently is im- 
proved by it; sometimes considerably. 
2nd. A Bible class. This I was induced 
to form, through the same friend who sug- 
gested the address service, requesting me, 
some time after, on her leaving the town, to 
take the charge of her class. Mine now 
consists of twenty young persons, of both 
sexes, selected from those who attend myad- 
dress, and can read well, and who are not re- 
ceiving other sabbath dayinstruction. I meet 
them at my house for an hour in the morn- 
ing, and for a longer period generally in the 
afternoon. In the morning examine them on 
theaddress of the preceding sabbath, for which 
those who can write prepare themselves by 
taking notes during its delivery. The atten- 
tion excited with a view to this examina- 
tion is very encouraging, and useful as an 
example to others present. The afternoon 
is employed upon the lessons of Parts 1 and 
2 (New Testament) of the Scripture Ques- 
tions published by the Tract Society. The 
scripture portion is repeated in class several 
times, and the questions are then submitted 
to the class, either individually or collec- 
tively, as the time may allow. My instruc- 
tion of the two sexes together is, I believe, 
unusual, and may appear to some objection- 
able; but I cannot accomplish all I wish in 
“any other way, and I have invariably found 
the plan to work well. I began with girls, 
ani they have been my best scholars, and I 
could not consent now to relinquish them ; 
whilst I feel that the boys have an equal 
claim upon me. I have always had some 
pious girls in the class, from whose excel- 
lent example, I believe, the boys have de- 
rived much good. 
8rd. A conversation meeting. This is also 
held at my house, for an hour after the 
Sunday evening adult service, and is open 
to all who attend the address, with the un- 
derstanding that none come but those who 
are feeling some concern for religion. ‘The 
_ attendance has been sometimes so numerous 
as to make it necessary to hold a ‘service 
elsewhere simultaneously. 
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4th. A lending library. On Monday 
mornings I attend at my house for an hour 
to lend books, for perusal, to those who 
answered to their names the preceding eve- 
ning, and can repeat the text. This gains 
me some of my congregation, and affords 
me opportunities for religious conversation 
with many to whom, individually, I have 
no other means of access. 

5th. A juvenile prayer meeting. This I 
hold in the Bethesda Vestry on Saturday 
evenings. Those youths who are supposed 
to possess a gift for social prayer are here 
invited to exercise it. 

The course pursued has, I am happy to. 
say, been attended with much of the divine 
blessing, A goodly number have been ad- 
ded to the church who have ascribed their 
conversion to these efforts, including three 
out of the seven last received. Two have 
joined a sister church. Others, more re- 
cently impressed, afford satisfactory evi- 
dence of piety. 

When I consider the pleasure and profit 
which have resulted to myself and my 
youthful charge, from the proposition of the 
friend who induced me to set on foot my 
present plans, truly glad should I be to lead, 
in my turn, one or more to engage in the 
same Christian labour, especially as regards 
the address service. The other means em- 
ployed would, I have no doubt, prove bene- 
ficial, but this unquestionably is the most 
important; and there are probably many 
who could easily undertake it, in places 
where there is nothing of the kind now in 
operation, and who perhaps only need to 
have the subject laid before them. Indeed, 
I would hope the day may arrive, when a 
public service expressly for the young, and 
adapted to their ages and capacities, will be 
considered as a necessary appendage to our 
places of worship. Impediments will, I 
have no doubt, deter many, which a fair 
trial would prove to be unfounded. 

Some will declare they have not the ne- 
cessary talent. To a Christian brother mak- 
ing this objection I would say—this cannot 
be known until your fitness has been suffi- 
ciently tested ; if you feel an affection for 
the young, and a desire for usefulness, you 
are so far well qualified, and what more is 
needful you may hope to acquire by prayer 
and practice. Others will suppose they 
have not sufficient leisure. Let not any one 
take this for granted : my engagements have 
occasioned me but little inconvenience, al- 
though my time has been also much occu- 
pied with a secular employment, and with 
the duties of a burdensome office I for some 
years held in the church, Others may 
think the matter requires deliberation. I 
should hope but little will suffice; rather I 
would say, begin immediately. If I had 
not myself “made haste,” objections from 
an unexpected quarter would probably have 
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occasioned a long postponement of the un- 
dertaking. After it was seen in operation, 
this individual, I should add, fully aequi- 
esced in it. 

If my communication shall, in any de- 
gree, become the means of exciting in- 
creased efforts for the spiritual welfare of 
the young, my object will have been at- 
tained. Earnestly praying that such may 
be the result, 

I remain, Sir, yours sincerely, 

Trowbridge, Dec. 1840.  S. B. Cuiirr. 


INFANT BAPTISM AND NATIONAL 
CHURCHES, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir, 

In a letter from the lord bishop of Madras, 
dated “ Kotagherry, Southern India, Oct. 6, 
1840,” I find the following paragraph : 

“The spread of the anabaptist heresy in 
Southern India and Ceylon, by which the 
unity of the faith is so sadly broken, and 
the bond of peace loosed among us, is indeed 
very painful to me. The publications you 
mention. are, in my opinion, also very well 
adapted to check the evil, and I shall be 
most thankful to be enabled to circulate 
them throughout the diocese.” 

I am sure it will be particularly pleasing 
to your readers to have the progress of the 
Baptist denomination so explicitly attested 
by an episcopalian bishop; and since it is 
thus clear (our opponents themselves being 
judges) that our missionaries do not labour 
in vain, it is to be hoped it will induce the 
churches to make to themselves “ friends of 
the mammon of unrighteousness,” by com- 
municating as much as possible toward 
missionary enterprises. 

What the bishop denounces as heresy, we 
know and are persuaded is the truth of 
God! And what he describes as breaking 
up the unity of the faith, we consider as 
only breaking up a false unity between 
the church and the world, between God 
and mammon! If, however, the misguided 
zeal of his lordship is sufficiently energetic 
to circulate a fancied antidote throughout 
his diocese, let us not be less vigorous in 
the promulgation of what is truth. All error 
owes a large proportion of its unhappy suc- 
cess to the perseverance and enthusiasm of 
its votaries, otherwise much of it would 
meet with no recipients at all; whereas 
nearly every branch of sterling and evange- 
lical truth has sustained considerable loss 
from the supineness of its admirers. 

I believe, dear Sir, that the greatest impe- 
diment to that grand desideratum, the sepa- 
ration of the church from the state, is the 
perpetuation of infant baptism. Till that 
stumbling-block is removed out of the way, 
till that which is born after the flesh is: 
deemed ineligible for that which our Lord 
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instituted only for that which is born of the: 
Spirit, I see no probability of success. 

The spirituality of our Saviour’s ordi- 
nances, as exclusively belonging to his 
spiritual seed, must be generally acknow- 
ledged by the pious multitude, before the 
ungodly community will discern between the 
church and the world. Nor does it require 
much penetration to perceive that the recent 
administration of a corrupted baptism by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury in one of the 
palaces of our land, has more effectually 
strengthened the alliance between church 
and state, than any other expedient which 
has occurred for some years. 

If that which is born of the flesh is elicible 
for baptism, of course it is equally eligible 
for church membership, baptism being clearly 
the initiatory rite into the Christian church. 
There is, therefore, no consistent alternative 
but either to refuse them baptism, or, after 
the baptism, to acknowledge them as mem. 
bers of the church of Christ. 

If all who are members of the state are fit 
subjects for baptism, then all who are mem- 
bers of the state are fit subjects for admission 
into the church of Christ. And thus infant 
baptism and a state church, are almost ne- 
cessarily cause and effect. But if any should 
suppose I have expressed myself un- 
guardedly, I will be content with the as- 
sertion, that the right-hand supporter of 
a state-church is infant baptism. 

Till this is removed, and the baptism of 
believers only is generally advocated, the 
weed of Judaism will grow in the garden of 
Gentilism. And if Christians do not pluck 
it up and exterminate it, how shall we expect 
it will grow alone in the enclosures of a 
national church? The fact is, the church 
will always be national as long as infants are 
baptized. 

I conclude this with an earnest desire 
that our brethren will imitate the example 
of the bishop of Madras, and deluge their 
dioceses with useful and simple tracts on 
the subject of baptism. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Mortrock Dantett. 
Ramsgate, Feb. 16, 1841, x 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Several letters, and some paragraphs of 
our own intended for this page are, as the 
American editors say, “ crowded out.” 


A respectable resident in the western part 
of the metropolis suggests as localities in 
which Baptist chapels are greatly needed, 
Leicester Square, Piccadilly, Strand, Regent 
Street, Edgware Road, and Knightsbridge, 
offering his co-operation in regard to either. 
We shall be glad to learn the opinions of 


others respecting the eligibility of these 
sites. 


THE 


MISSIONARY 


CIRC ULAR ROAD CHAPEL CALCUTTA. 
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CIRCULAR ROAD CHAPEL, CALCUTTA. 


Tue Circular Road encompasses nearly the whole of the city of Calcutta on the 
land side, having been constructed, as it is said, on the side of the Mahratta- 
ditch or moat which constituted one of the ancient defences of the city. In the 
south-east part of this road are situated the Baptist Mission Premises, adjoining 
to which stands the chapel, of which we this month present an engraving. It 
was opened for divine worship in the year 1821, when the late lamented Rev. 
John Lawson was pastor of the church. Mr. Eustace Carey, then labouring in 
Calcutta, shared with his friend Lawson in the exertions requisite for its erection. 
The cost was 2500/., the whole of which was supplied by the generous con- 
tributions of friends on the spot. 

After the death of Mr. Lawson, in October, 1825, the Rev. William 
Yates took the oversight of the church, which he held till the arrival of the 
Rey. Francis Tucker, who, with others, accompanied Mr. W. H. Pearce to 
Calcutta, in June, 1839, At the request of Mr. Yates, in which the church 
unanimously concurred, Mr. Tucker entered on the pastorate in the September 
following, and discharged the duties of the office with fidelity and growing 
success, till, in the mysterious dispensations of Providence, he was constrained 
by alarming illness to resign it, in order to seek renewed health in his native 
land. 

For the present, our esteemed brother Yates is engaged in supplying the 
chapel once on the Lord’s-day, and the other brethren take the remaining ser- 
vice in rotation. But as Dr. Yates’s labours in the translating department re- 
quire his undivided attention, and each of the other missionaries has enough in 
his own department to tax his strength to the utmost, the Committee are very 
anxious to fill the vacancy occasioned by the affliction of Mr. Tucker as early 
as possible. The station is one, on various accounts, of much importance, de- 
manding the energies of one who, with an ardent attachment to missionary 
labours, combines experience in the pastoral office at home. Should any of 
our respected ministerial brethren be induced to inquire whether these circum- 
stances may not constitute a providential call to a new sphere of duty, the 


Committee will be glad to receive communications through the medium of the 
editor, 


CONTINENT OF INDIA. 


CALCUTTA. 


Ir was stated in our last number that the Jessie Logan had arrived at Calcutta 


on the 20th of November. We have now the pleasure to insert a letter from 
our friend, Mr, W. W, Evans, to Mr. Dyer, dated 


Caleutta, Dec. 16, 1840. 


My EVER DEAR AND ESTEEMED S1r,—The 
Owen Glendower left this port on the 14th in- 
stant, and will convey to their native shores our 
friends, Mr.and Mrs. Tucker, and infant. By them 
I have addressed a letter to you respecting our 
voyage and arrival, together with a brief account 
of the present circumstances of the mission in 
this city. Imagining that on account of the 


apprehended war with France, that vessel may 
be detained on her voyage, I promised to write 
you at greater length by the overland despatch. 
This was a few days ago only, and I now find 
myself so fully occupied as scarcely to permit 
me to redeem my promise. I am much occu- 
pied with endeavours to restore the Benevolent 
Institution to order and efficiency, and also in 
searching out a suitable dwelling-place con- 
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tiguous to that part of the city where the Bene- 
volent Institution and the Bow bazaar church 
are situated. Besides the various calls to pub- 
lic and other engagements, I am now preparing 
to accompany dear brother Wenger to-morrow 
to the village stations. 

But I do not wish to occupy my sheet with 
apologies, especially as a promise has been made 
that I would write. I shall, then, briefly allude 
to the state of the mission, and a few matters 
relating to myself, and my future sphere of 
missionary labour. 

Tt is a very affecting consideration that, not- 
withstanding the reinforcement of the mission- 
ary band by the brethren sent out to this coun- 
try, through the zealous exertions of dear W. 
H. Pearce, the various important departments of 
labour in this populous city, the metropolis of 
India, should be dependent, so far as our So- 
ciety is concerned, on the lives of five brethren, 
all of whom, excepting brother Morgan, at 
Haurab, are feeling the sad effects of over ex- 
ertion. Even when brother Small shall arrive, 
the different posts of labour will not be occu- 
pied. Dr. Yates and Mr. Wenger are required 
for the translating department, and brother 
Thomas is more than fully occupied with our 

~ extensive printing establishment. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ellis are suffering much from their arduous ex- 
ertions at the Entally Native Christian Institu- 
tion, so that it seems to us desirable that Mr. 
and Mrs. Small must immediately render their 

_ assistance here, to carry out the valuable inten- 
tions of this branch of our missionary operations, 
The English churches in Lall bazaar and Cir- 
cular-road, besides the native churches and 
preaching stations, have to be regularly supplied 
with the word of life and the ordinances of re- 
ligion. Mr. Aratoon is now suffering from the 
infirmities incident to an advanced period of 
life, and the health of Sujaatali is precarious ; 
but both of these brethren, and several promis- 
ing native preachers are fully occupied in direct 
labours amongst the teeming heathen popula- 
tion around us. 

The church in Circular-road, now destitute 
by the return of Mr. Tucker, will be supplied 
by Dr. Yates on one part of the sabbath only, 

until another pastor can be obtained from Eng- 
and; whilst the other part of the day, and the 
Thursday evening lecture will be dependent on 
the assistance of the other brethren, who are 
really more than occupied in other directions, 

The Entally Institution requires all the time 
and energies of Mr. Ellis. The village stations 
devolve on Mr. Wenger. And I shall have 
more than I can well and properly attend to in 
ministering to the church at Lall bazaar, and in 
Superintending the Benevolent Institution. 

Ihave not yet mentioned the Native Chris- 
tian boarding school, formerly under the care of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Pearce, but this is a de- 
partment of missionary labour of vital and para- 
mount importance. This sphere has been oc- 
cupied by Mrs. Penney since Mrs, Pearce re- 
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turned to England, but she is anxious, on 
various accounts, to relinquish it, and we know 
not where to look for a suitable successor. It 
was once thought that we could take up our 
abode on the premises, Mrs. Evans undertaking 
the superintendence of the Institution ; but, to 
do this, and to attend to the church at Lall 
bazaar, as well as the Benevolent Institution 
also, was the work of three distinct agencies, 
and its impracticability was at once perceived as 
Soon as suggested. Mrs. Penney has, there- 
fore, kindly consented to remain a little while 
longer. 

This hasty glance at the present state of 
things in this vast city, where Christian efforts 
have been so signally favoured, and are becom- 
ing daily more and more productive, must con- 
vince you, my dear Sir, that the position of the 
brethren here is indeed arduous and depressing ; 
but “the Lord of hosts is with us, and the God 
of Jacob is our refuge.” Dependent and de- 
pressed as we all at present feel, and much as 
the departure of Mr, Bayne and Mr. Tucker has 
increased our difficulties, our hope is still in the 
God of all wisdom and grace, and in the faith 
and benevolence of his devoted people. The 
Committee and our increasingly numerous 
friends in Great Britain cannot suffer this nar- 
ration of our circumstances to be made without 
resolving on immediate efforts to send additional 
assistance. Let tried and laborious men be se- 
lected, and if the salvation of immortal souls 
is the all-inspiring theme with them, I can 
assure them that Calcutta and its immediate 
vicinity, are encouraging spheres for its full de- 
velopment. But I leave this matter to our 
dear brother Thomas, than whom, I am per- 
suaded, there is not a more valuable agent of 
our mission in India, We owe a deep sense of 
gratitude to Almighty God that his life and 
usefulness haye been so long continued, and 
that he is so admirably fitted to discharge the 
various duties connected with our large printing 
establishment. His labours are indeed most 
abundant; but he purposes writing you by the 
present mail. 

A few words only with immediate relation 
to myself and beloved partner, must close my 
present communication. You will be glad to 
learn that our health since our arrival has been 
very good, and that we anticipate our future 
numerous labours in this part of the Lord's 
vineyard with hope, and humble, but firm faith 
in God. As yet, we have not found a suitable 
residence, but the friends are engaged in assist- 
ing us, and we hope soon to be really settled 
down to missionary work in Calcutta. The 
place, and the people, interest us much; and we 
bless God we have been enabled to follow out 
the convictions of our minds, and to come 
hither, It is indeed the Lord’s doing, and he 
shall have all the praise of our future exertions, 
It is yet uncertain what may be the effect of 
the climate on my constitution, but my earnest 
prayer is, that God may Eg: spare me in a part 

s 
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of his vineyard where the labourers are indeed | with sincere desires for your health and spiritual 
few, but where the work is arduous and abund-| prosperity, 


ant Tam, my dear Sir, 1 
Mrs. Evans unites in affectionate regards, ever affectionately and faithfully yours | 
and in the ardent hope that we may be soon in enduring bonds, 
privileged with encouraging letters from you W. W. EVANS. 
: , r fri f whose kindness we ; ; 
ean: oie ae oe P.S. On business I have written you fully 
ave a frag i 


With love to them all, as though named, and by Mr. Tucker. 


The following extract from Mr. Thomas, dated a few days later, shows that 
the design of visiting the village stations, mentioned by Mr. Evans, had been 
carried into effect :— 


The Government express affords an oppor- | able spirit by which he appeared to be actuated. 
tunity of sending a few lines, of which I must | In these respects I thought him well matched 
take advantage, though I have not much of im-| in the partner of his life. They are a lovely 
portance to communicate. couple, and I trust the Lord will greatly pros- 

When I last wrote we were in affliction, oc-| per them. In their work they will derive much 
casioned by the death of our late dear brother, | assistance from the experience and counsel of 
G. Parsons. Scarcely had the letter been de- | Mrs. G. Parsons, who is an invaluable woman, 
spatched, when we were cheered by the receipt | and possesses, in an eminent degree, a truly 
of a letter from our dear brother Evans, and | missionary spirit. 
shortly after, by the arrival of him and his be-| As to our beloved friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
loved associates. Their coming amongst us has | Evans, they are all we could desire them to be, 
given us new life. May they be long preserved | and should their and our lives be spared, we 
to the mission and India, and made a blessing | anticipate much delight and profit from their 
to many! society and co-operation. Mr. Evans has been 

Our esteemed friends, Mr. and Mrs. John | invited by the church in Lall bazaar to become 
Parsons, remained with us until the early part | their pastor, and no doubt he will comply with 
of this month, when, accompanied by our dear | their request, taking, at the same time, charge + 
afflicted sister, Mrs, G. Parsons, they left Cal-| of the Benevolent Institution. He has been 
cutta for Monghyr. A few days ago I heard| from home the last five days, having accom- 
from Mr. Parsons from Berhampore; all were | panied brother Wenger to some of the village 
then in good health. We should have been | stations to the south. We hope to see him 
glad of Mr. Parsons’s help in Calcutta for a few | back to-day; Mr. Wenger proposed to remain 
weeks, but knowing how ill brother Leslie has | out two weeks longer. 
been, and feeling anxious that he should be at On the 14th instant Mr. and Mrs. Tucker 
liberty to leave for Europe this season, we could | embarked on the Owen Glendower, and set sail 
not think of detaining him here. From what | the following morning. We shall be delighted. 
T saw of Mr. Parsons, I was led to form a very | to hear that his health is restored, and I hope | 
favourable idea of his constitutional fitness to | his valuable life may yet be spared for much 
bear the climate, and much admired the ami- | usefulness in the church of God. 
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Previousty to the departure of our late friend, Mr. G. Parsons, to India, he | 
projected the establishment of a native school at Monghyr, which should be — 
under the personal superintendence of himself and Mrs. P. This plan he had | 
the pleasure of carrying promptly into operation, and seven or eight children | 
received daily attention and instruction from him and his beloved partner, till | 
they were compelled to remove from Monghyr. In order to convey intelligence’ 
respecting this little seminary to a few personal friends at home, who kindly 
contributed towards its support, Mr. Parsons was in the habit of sending a 
manuscript statement at frequent intervals, to be circulated amongst them. We 
think our readers, especially the younger portion of them, will not be displeased 
at our complying with a request to insert in our pages the last of these interest- 


Bi memorials, written during the temporary residence of our friends at Bhau- 
galpore, 


FOR MARCH, 1841. 


(crRcuLAR.) 

Dear CuRIsTIAN Friznps,—I write to 
you from under a dark cloud. The larger por- 
tion of my intelligence is of a gloomy hue. 
Providence seems to frown on our undertaking, 
but faith, guided by the testimony of the Di- 
vine word, assures us that the day approaches 
when we shall see that infinite love and bound- 
less wisdom directed all its movements. Let 
us share in your sympathy, and especially pray 
that we “may be enabled to walk by faith, not 
by sight.” 

Shortly after I wrote last to you, I was laid 
aside by sickness from missionary labour, I 
still remain an invalid, under the doctor's care, 
who has entirely prohibited me from preaching, 
and recommends as little conversation as pos- 
sible, my illness proceeding from an affection of 
the throat. We have been compelled, too, to 
leave Monghyr, for change of air and scene. 
Tlere, however, I would not forget gratefully to 
record the mercy of our heavenly Father in 
providing a Christian teacher to continue the 
education of the children before he laid me 
aside, while he has put it into the hearts of kind 
Christian friends in Monghyr to take the over- 
sight of the children during our absence. The 
* most mournful tidings, however, I have to com- 
municate is, the death of two of our little boys, 
Samuel and John. It is true, that when they 
were first brought to us they were sadly weak 
and diseased, Regular wholesome meals, care 
_and shelter, however, revived them, and we 

looked on their disease as cured. Here we 
were mistaken. After a while symptoms of 
the disease appeared again, and these not symp- 
toms of incipient disease, but of the Jast stages 
of that common and fatal malady among native 
children, enlargement of the spleen. We 
sought the advice of both native and European 
doctors, but they were gone too far. Samuel 
died on the rd of July. Lengthened sickness 
had thrown an air of gentleness over his appear- 
ance and manner. We fondly hoped he would 
live to exemplify eminently this trait of cha- 
racter; we therefore named him Samuel Saun- 
_ ders, since mildness was one especial ornament 
of that heavenly man. When he first came to 
us he was too weak either to stand or talk. It 
‘was interesting to observe as he grew a little 
stronger, how delighted he was when he had 
learned to imitate his companions in any of 
their little exercises. He displayed great affec- 
tion for his sister. Still, I think, when strong- 
est, he had not sufficient power of mind to 
understand at all the simplest address, His 
death was at last rather sudden. When the 
children first rose, he was living; on their re- 
turn from their usual morning’s bathe, he was 
gone. You know, doubtless, that it is neces- 
sary in these hot climates to bury as soon as the 
grave can be got ready. At five o’clock of the 
day in which Samuel died, our native preacher 
and several of the native Christians attended to 
eonduct the funeral. Two of them carried the 
coffin, then the children followed, then our- 
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selves, and the other native Christians. A 
hymn was sung at the grave. Naynsook’s (the 
native teacher) address and prayer were very 
appropriate and striking, and I was glad that 
they were listened to by several of our heathen 
servants. The coffin was then lowered, and we 
separated. Samuel's sister was deeply affected 
at the time, but, alas! the impression proved 
but very transient. 

John died on the 7th of September. He 
was a very thin, weakly looking child, and at the 
first glance you would not call his countenance 
agreeable, but a closer inspection led you to ad- 
mire the determination and intelligence it dis- 
played. Such, too, was his character. In all 
the school exercises he astonishingly took the 
lead of those much older and larger than him- 
self. His answers to questions respecting the 
Scriptures they had committed to memory, 
were often singularly shrewd and pertinent, and 
it was quite amusing to hear him describe what 
he had seen and heard at the native chapel. 
We thought it not inappropriate to name him 
John Foster. And large were our expectations 
of his future progress and usefulness; but he is 
gone. The Lord’s will be done. We were 
not at Monghyr when he died. In part, this 
was advantageous, since the friends who took 
charge of the children were persons born in the 
country, who had been long conversant with 
native diseases—indeed, one of them supcrin- 
tends an institution for the relief of diseased 
natives. We fecl confident that all was done 
that could be done; while if the child had been 
in our hands, we should have feared he had 
been injured by our inexperience. Still we 
should have liked to have been present, to in- 
quire into the state of his mind, to direct him 
to the Saviour, and to see how far his know- 
ledge affected him in his last hours. He was 
acquainted with the leading truths of the Gos- 
pel, and this not as a matter of mere memory, 
for we have no catechism in Hindu simple 
enough for them, but familiarly, because it was 
a daily exercise to have some one such truth 
simply explained to them, on which they were 
as simply questioned. Wehad on one occasion 
pleasing evidence that he possessed some con- 
viction of sin. When Samuel died Sophia was 
explaining to them that ashe was not able to 
understand the Holy Book, and did not know 
what was right and what wrong, we hoped he had 
gone to heaven; but that they could understand, 
and unless they believed in Christ, and obeyed 
the orders of the Bible, they would not go to 
heaven. Then she asked each in turn, “ What 
do you think, if you should die, would you go 
to heaven ?” All answered, “ Yes,” till it came 
to John; he hung down his head, and in a low 
voice said, “ No.” He was very affectionate. 
When Sophia, on our leaving, asked them if 
they would be good children, none more earnest 
in their assurances than John. And when ill 
he was often asking, “ When will my sahib and 
maam come home ?” 

Though we have thus lost two boys, Iam 
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thankful to say we have received two girls. 
As they came while I was il], I have not seen 
any thing of them, and must delay any account 
till the next circular. 

Perhaps some of the kind friends who sub- 
scribe, may wish to ask, ‘“‘ How is this? Your 
institution is quite changing its character. It 
was at first intended to be a school for boys, to 
be trained up with a special view to the minis- 
try, should they give good evidence of a changed 
heart ; but now it is becoming a girls’ school.” 
Iam sure this answer will satisfy. Through 
the kindness of friends, who have sent us out 
fancy articles, the proceeds of which we are 
directed to expend on female education, we 
have not applied one pice to girls which was 
given for boys; and though there may be now 
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some overplus of funds on the boys’ side, yet in 
this land of famines and dearths, a “ store is no 
sore.” Should a famine occur in this district, 
we could increase our number to almost any 
amount. Some of the schools at Agra consist 
of hundreds of children collected during a dread- 
ful famine that occurred there. Even a dearth 
would bring within our reach many orphans, 
whom the natives now keep, because they cost » 
them but a trifle, and they dislike their losing 
caste. 

Dear friends, pray for us, that we may have 
patience and wisdom ; for the children, that they 
may be converted. 


Yours affectionately, 
G. B. PARSONS. 


DIGA SH. 


Our esteemed brother, Mr. Lawrence, was preparing, in conformity with the 
directions from the Committee at home, to remove to Agra, in order to co- 
operate with Mr. Williams and Mr. Phillips, at that distant station, when he 
was thrown into perplexity by hearing of the losses which disease and death had 
occasioned to our missionary band in and near Calcutta. On consulting, there- 
fore, with those friends to whom he had convenient access, he decided on 
turning his course southwards, with a view to aid the station at Monghyr, in 
the anticipated absence of Mr. Leslie. An offer having been made at the same 
time by our excellent friend, the Rev. William Start, to purchase the Society’s 
premises at Digah, Mr. Lawrence deemed it advisable to accept that offer, and 
transfer the mission property to that gentleman, who intends to place at Digah 
one or more of the worthy German brethren labouring under his direction. 
This arrangement has been fully approved by the Committee ; and thus, as Mr. 
Lawrence remarks, “ the Digah station must be considered as fairly relinquished, 
after having been on the Society’s list more than thirty years.” Our readers 
will sympathise with the feelings which led him to add :-— 


After having spent so many years at the place, 
I scarcely know how to give it up entirely. My 
heart still clings to the place where I have ex- 
pended so much time and labour, and haye ex- 
perienced so many trials and mercies, which has 
been the scene of so many fondly cherished 
hopes, and bitter disappointments, And I can- 
not refrain from weeping when I think what has 
been the end of all—at least, so far as we can 
judge from appearances. But why should I 
despond? Even yet, the good seed of the king- 
dom may vegetate, spring up, and bear fruit ; 
and if the joy of gathering in the fruit is not 
permitted us, perhaps the joy of haying sown 
the seed will be ours. 

Although it has not been the privilege of my- 
self or of my predecessors to welcome many 
converts into the church of Christ, yet this sta~ 
tion has not been without fruit from among the 
heathen. One of the brightest ornaments of the 
native church at Monghyr first heard the Gospel 


here, as did also the old servant of the Society, 
Hurridas, and several others whom he has 
named to me, and some since we have been 
here, And T cannot help thinking, that the 
preaching of the Gospel here for so many years, 
has made a powerful impression upon the minds 
of the people in general. Many listen to it with 
great readiness, and willingly admit its excel- 
lence; and during the last year I have been 
frequently surprised at the little opposition 
which I have met in the bazaars, even when 
Hinduism has been denounced in the plainest 
terms, and the necessity of accepting the Gos- 
pel plans of salvation, exclusive of every other, 
has been put prominently before the people. 
Oh, may the Spirit of God make his word life 
to the souls of many who have heard it! But 
whether it be for life or death, this is certain, it 
will accomplish the thing for which God hath 
sent it; and his name shall be glorified. 
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SU" Me APR AY 


Various circumstances have combined to render our intercourse with Mr, Ward, 


of Padang, very infrequent and precarious. 


Lately, however, we have received 


a letter from him, dated on the 30th of July last. 
After mentioning some particulars of a personal nature which have interfered 


a good deal with his gratuitous efforts 
ceeds :— 


Ihave not ceased to labour at the objects 
for which I consider myself stationed in a land 
of darkness. I have lately been making expe- 
riments in translation, with a view to com-| 
mencing the version of the Scriptures I have s0 | 
long bad in contemplation, should I feel con- 
fidence in the style of my compositions. A 
yersion of the Gospel of John has been made, 
and sent to Singapore, where it has been printed, 
I believe at the American press, in the Arabic 
characters, and a copy has been taken to Ame- 
Tica, to be printed in the Roman character, for 
trial, amongst the native Christians. A part of 
the book of Genesis has also been translated, 
and sent to Saurabaya in the Roman character ; 
and I have just completed a Life of Christ, from 


- a “ Harmony of the Four Gospels,” a large work, 


which I propose having printed in both the 
Roman and the Arabic characters. The Dic- 


tionary I have so long had in hand exceeds now 


of a missionary character, Mr. W. pro- 


3000 pages, and will, I trust, prove a work of 
utility, especially to missionaries. 

You are aware of the restrictions foreign mis- 
sionaries have been placed under in Netherlands- 
India. I hope, however, it will not be always 
so; and I cannot but regard the rapid advance- 
ment of Government over this island and 
Borneo, as opening a wide and effectual door to 
the introduction of the Gospel amongst some of 
the most barbarous tribes in existence. This 
island is now so far reduced that a system of 
roads in the interior is in progress, from the 
northern districts of the Batta country, to the 
most southern extremity of the island. Access 
will, therefore, soon be given to every village, 
and intercommunication rendered general: an 
advantage, in a missionary point of view, of no 
small moment, when we recollect the melan- 
choly fate of the two American gentlemen 
amongst the Battas. 


The same letter contains the following statement, which will be interesting 


to the lovers of natural history :— 


In the early part of 1833 a native chief of 
Limo Manis, in the vicinity of Padang, named 
Tam Basar, in company with another person, 
mentioned to Mrs, A. F. Vandenberg and my- 
self, that they had just before seen a serpent 
flying, and, as it was considered dangerous, had 
killed it. We smiled at them as romancing, 
‘but they affirmed positively they had seen it fly, 
and offered to take us to it. We accordingly 
went and examined it, and finding no appendage 
of the nature of wings, we again laughed at them, 
as attempting to impose on our credulity. They 


however continued positive that they had seen 
it fly, and explained the mode of flying, by say- 


~ ing it had power to render the under part of the 


belly concave, instead of convex, as far as the 
ribs extended, whence it derived its support in 


_ the air, whilst its propulsion was produced by a 
- motion of the body, similar to that of swimming 


in water. We, however, continued incredulous 


and took no farther notice of the circumstance. 


In January, 1834, I was walking with Mr. P. 
Rogers in a forest near the river Padang Bessie, 
about a mile from the spot where the above was 


“killed, when, stopping for 2 moment to admire 


an immense tree, covered as with a garment of 
creepers, I beheld a serpent fly from it, at the 
height of fifty or sixty feet above the ground, 
and alight upon another at the distance of forty 


or fifty fathoms. Its velocity was rapid as that 
ofa bird, its motion that of a serpent swimming 
through water; it had no appearance of wings. 


Its course was that of a direct line, with an in- 
clination of ten or fifteen degrees to the horizon. 
It appeared to be three or four feet long. The 
one killed by the native chief was about the 
same length, was of slender proportions, dark 
coloured back, light below, and was not charac- 
terized by any peculiarity which would make it 
remarkable to a stranger. 

Thus was I convinced of the existence of fly- 
ing serpents ; and, on inquiry, I found some of 
the natives, accustomed to the forests, aware of 
the fact. Those acquainted with the serpent, 
call it, “ Ular tampang hari,” or, “ Ular apie,” 
(the fiery serpent,) from the burning pain, and 
mortal effect of its bite. So that the fiery fly- 
ing serpent of the Scriptures was not an 
imaginary creature, though it appears now ex- 
tinct in the regions it formerly inhabited. 

I have delayed the present notice, in hope of 
obtaining a specimen, which I could offer as a 
more convincing proof than my bare assertion, 
but further delay may possibly, with some, 
weaken even this testimony on a point which 
appears to have been long disputed, and which 
has not been credited by any of the Dutch gen- 
tlemen employed in collecting specimens of the 
natural history of these parts, to whom I have 
mentioned it. I learn from the natives, how- 
ever, that this is not the only species which flies. 
There is one called “ Ular Tadung,” with a red 
head, and not exceeding two feet long, seen 
sometimes about cocoa-nut trees, whose bite is 
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action of the sides of the body on the atmos- 
phere. A practical application of the principle 
to aerial vehicles, I should think by no means 
impossible; and having scen an animal, so des- 
titute of every claim to the rank of an aerial 
being, as a serpent, traversing the atmosphere 
with speed and safety, I sce no reason to doubt 
that the ingenuity of man, exercised as it now 
is upon every possible subject, will, ere long, 
raise him also to a similar grade in the order of 
creation. 
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instantly mortal, and which has the power of 
flying or rather leaping a distance of twenty 
fathoms, for it is described as not having the 
waving motion through the air of the one I saw. 

The power of flying without wings appeared 
interesting to me at the time, from its affording 
a practical illustration of a position T saw ad- 
vanced in one of the periodicals, on the art of 
flying. I think it was the “* Mechanics’ Maga- 
zine,” where the writer maintained that the 
power of support in the atmosphere might be 
derived from mere propulsion. This was chiefly 
the case in the present instance, and the propul- 
sion seems to have been generated by the waving 


N. M. WARD. 
Padang, West-coast, Sumatra. 


Jo A eM Antic Ge As 


Ir is known to many of our readers that Mr. John Candler, an estimable member 
of the Society of Friends, has been for some time visiting the island of Jamaica, 
with an especial eye to its moral and religious condition. This gentleman has 
sent several communications to his townsman, the editor of the Chelmsford 
Chronicle, describing the result of his investigations. From the last of these 
we take a few paragraphs, believing that they will interest our readers, as they 
corroborate the accounts which have been furnished by our missionary brethren 
there, and prove what has been the beneficial effect of their labours, and those 


of other Christian ministers engaged in the same good work. 


The area of Jamaica is computed, in even 
numbers, at four millions of acres, and as it con- 
tains only twenty-one parishes, there is of course 
an average of 190,000 acres of land to each pa- 
rish, Every such parish must, of necessity, 
from its size, and does, indeed, for all civil pur- 
poses, constitute a county. It has its Custos 
or Lord Lieutenant, and its body of justices, its 
separate court-house and jails, and its general 
vestry, appointed by the frecholders, to tax the 


parishioners for local purposes, 


Episcopal Establishment. 


There are now in Jamaica twenty-one incum- 
bents and twenty-one curates, the former receiv- 
ing a stipend of 500J. sterling per annum each, 


out of the island chest, together with the pro- 
duct of a parish glebe; the latter 4002. per an- 
num each, without any other emolument, To 
these must be added six ministers, paid by the 
government at home; nineteen who are sup- 
ported partly out of the parish funds or by indi- 
viduals, and partly by the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel; one by a parish alone; 
and eight by the Church Missionary Society ; 
making a total of seventy-six ministers of the 
Church of England. The annual income de- 
rived by the clergy from the parish taxes, the 
island chest, the glebe lands, and slave compen- 
sation money, including the salaries paid to the 
bishop and archdeacon, amounts to about 40,0007, 
sterling ; but as the House of Assembly, during 
its last session, resolved to double the number of 


island curates, the total amount payable to the 
clergy will soon rise to near 50,0007. per an- 
num, exclusive of grants for the building of new 
chapels and school-rooms. The sum voted last 
year, for the Jast-mentioned purposes, was 73507, 
sterling, of which a small part was given to the 
Wesleyan Methodists. The entire claims of 
the ecclesiastical establishment of Jamaica (for 
only a portion of them has been here enumer- 
ated) will be found to absorb about one-sixth 
part of its entire revenue! 

But, notwithstanding all the efforts recently 
made, and which are still making, to augment 
the income, and repair the inefficiency of the 
church of England, I am compelled to say—and 
I speak it not invidiously, but as a matter of 
history—it has but a very slender hold on the 
affections of the black people. Its ministers, in 
the times of slavery, evinced little or no sym- 
pathy for the unhappy slaves; many of them 
sprung from, and were united to, the Creole 
families, and were themselves slave-holders by 
virtue of the glebe, and the great body of them 
had made themselves part and parcel of the in- 
iquitous system which kept the people in bond- 
age. Many of the missionaries, on the other 
hand, made a bold stand in favour of public 
liberty, passing through evil report and good re- 
port, and endured much calumny and political 
persecution. When the slaves came to the en- 
joyment of freedom, they naturally turned for 
religious instruction to their tried friends, and 
bent their way to dissenting chapels. Some few 
of the pavish churches of Jamaica are, indeed, 
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pretty well filled with a black and brown con- 
gregation, but the great mass of the population 
who profess religion at all, are dissenters, of 
whom the largest body are Baptists. 


Different missionary bodies. 


The Baptist Missionary Socicty has twenty 
missionaries in Jamaica, occupying seventy-four 
preaching stations, and having under their care 
24,777 members, 21,111 inquirers, and 9159 
sabbath-scholars, If to these we add those who 
come to chapel, and children who are very 
young, we shall have a community of at least 
80,000 persons, or one-fifth of the entire popu- 
lation, who are more or less under Baptist mis- 
Sionary influence. The Baptist (native) preach- 
ers are coloured or black men, who were once 
class-leaders, and have broken off from the main 
body of the mission, and formed congregations 
of their own: their number is twelve, with 
twenty-five stations, and 8264 members and in- 
quirers; they have no school. This body may 
be estimated at 10,000. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society 
has thirty-one missionaries, with 23,822 mem- 
bers and probationers, and 2664 sabbath-seho- 

-lars, and may be estimated as having under its 
care about 40,000 persons. 

The seceding Methodists, or, as they call 
themselves, “ The Wesleyan Methodist Asso- 
ciation,” have eight ministers, five local preach- 
ers, fourteen stations, and 4000 members; they 
receive no help from any Missionary or other 
Society in England, but are supported by their 
owa friends and members alone. 

The London Missionary Society supports eight 
missionaries, who have several schoolmasters 
and mistresses attached to the different stations, 
and a large number of children in their daily 
schools, who are carefully educated in the prin- 
ciples of the Christian faith. 

The Oberlin Institute, of North America, 
furnishes six young men, four of them married 
and two widowers, who come out at their own 
expense, and are supported as preachers and 
schoolmasters by the contributions of the people 
who attend their ministry. 

_.-The two latter classes of ministers are Inde- 
pendents, and their united congregations number 
about 10,000. 

The Jamaica Missionary Presbytery consists 

of eleven ministers, and six catechists, and has 
‘schools at every station, This religious body 
may be computed at 12,000 or 15,000. 

The Moravian missionaries are eight, with a 
chapel and school at every station. Some of 
their congregations are large. Hitherto they 
have confined themselves within narrow bounds, 
but they are now branching out, lengthening 
their cords and strengthening their stakes, The 
number of Moravians, or of persons under Mo- 
ravian influence, may be estimated at 15,000. 

If we give to the sixty parish churches, cha- 
pels, and licensed school-houses of the church of 
England, an average of 700 porsons each, (a 
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large estimate,) we have Episcopalians 42,000. 
Our table then stands thus— 


Baptist . . . 90,000 
Methodists. : 44,000 
Independents. . 10,000 
Presbyterians . , 15,000 
Moravians. : ow 15,000 
Church of England . 42,000 
Scotch Kirk (say) - . 3,000 
Roman Catholics . 2,000 
Jews 5 3 = 9 5,000 

Total 226,000 


As the present population does not greatly 
exceed 400,000, this enumeration of different 
sects leaves nearly one-half of the people as be- 
longing to no class of religionists whatever; and 
if we consider the natural unwillingness of man 
to pursue a religious course, and look at the 
surface of Jamaica, and observe how numerous 
its neglected: districts, without a school or place 
of public worship for many miles together, both 
in mountain and plain, we shall not think the 
statement, however appalling, to be far removed 
from the truth. With all the religious care 
hitherto exercised, there still remains a dense 
mass of ignorance and superstition, which no- 
thing but the pure light of the Gospel can chase 
away. More places of public worship must be 
built, more schools established, and a stronger 
interest felt and cultivated by the religious pub- 
lic in Great Britain before the West Indies will 
become, what we should wish to see them, a 
bright moral example to all the regions around. 


Schools. 


The schools of Jamaica should be multiplied 
by the help of a paternal government, and effi- 
cient masters sent out from the normal schools 
at home. The children receiving instruction 
are estimated by the bishop of Jamaica, accord- 
ing to a list which he obligingly allowed me to 
inspect, at 31,866, but this number is much too 
high. An actual inspection of many of the 
schools enumerated, Jeads me to conclude that 
the total number of day-scholars in all the 
schools of the land, cannot exceed 25,000, 
which is a sixteenth part only of the whole 
population. There are no schools more really 
useful than some of these which belong to tho 
Micho charity. These institutions are perfectly 
unsectarian ; they have already received con- 
siderable help from the home government, and 
are deserving of every encouragement and suc- 
cess. Chapels, school-houses, ministers, and 
teachers, are, however, but the apparatus of re- 
ligion ; the question remains to be considered, 
What proof do the people give that they profit 
by the advantages afforded them ? We see the 
scaffolding, such as it is; but where is the ve- 
nerable majestic pile? Many persons haye told 
me that, contrasting the present moral and re- 
ligious state of Jamaica with what it was only 
ton year's ago, the transition is as from darkness 
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to light. There are now no crowded “ Sunday 
markets ;” the first day of the week is observed 
as a day of rest by all classes, and solemnly de- 
voted to its proper object by large numbers of 
the common people. The doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, new to many of them, seem to gladden 
their hearts; “old things are passing away,”— 
degrading and immoral customs, once so com- 
mon in every class of society, are now viewed as 
sinful. Marriage, which a few years ago was 
almost unknown, and every where discouraged, 
is now three times more common, in proportion 
to the number of inhabitants, than in England ; 
and even some of the planters, stimulated by 
the example of the despised blacks, ashamed to 
be thought less moral, are entering into the ma- 
trimonial bond with the mothers of their child- 
ren, 


Diminution of crime. 


Crime is diminishing. The prisons at Kings- 
ton, to which city, as to a common sewer, the 
scum and filth of the population naturally flow, 
are, perhaps, as full as they used to be; but the 
jails of the rural districts have very few inmates. 
At Falmouth, the capital of the large parish of 
Trelawney, two weeks ago, only two prisoners 
were brought up to the sessions for trial; one 
was acquitted, and the other sentenced to a 
week’s imprisonment. At Chapelton, the chief 
town of the parish of Clarendon, containing 
20,000 inhabitants, the prisons, last year, were 
thrown open at several different times, and on 
one occasion, for eight days together, there not 
being a prisoner within the walls. At one of 
the quarter sessions at Mandeville, not a single 
prisoner was brought up for trial; and one of 
the proprietors of the extensive Elam estate, in 
the parish of St. Elizabeth, on which are located 
1200 people, assured me that, since freedom, 
not a single criminal charge of the slightest kind 
had been brought against any one of them. In 
the jail at Morant Bay, I found four English 
sailors, committed for an assault, but not a sin- 
gle black or coloured person, At Port Antonio, 
a shipping town, fourteen prisoners of every 
class; and at Buff Bay eleven. The walls of 
the prison at Buff Bay, so little do the autho- 
rities care for their convicts, were broken down, 
and the prisoners walked in and out at pleasure. 
The arms and accoutrements of the island 
militia—an active, and once dreaded body—ar- 
rayed in battalions to preserve order, are left to 
rust and grow mouldy; the very discipline of 
their corps is gone; if a muster be called, the 
privates (white men, of course) refuse to attend 
it; and the new police, lately organized by the 
House of Assembly, at a great expense, in ter- 
rorem, have, in many places, so little to do, that 
they are ready to create a riot now and then to 
relieve the monotony of an idle life. 

The cause of temperance has numerous sup- 
porters, Several ministers of different denomi- 
nations have prevailed on their people entirely 
to abandon the use of rum, The ministers of 
the Jamaica Presbytery have distinguished them- 
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selves in the temperance reformation; all of 
them are temperance members, and three-fourths 
of the body tee-totalers. In the one Presbyte- 
rian congregation of Hampdon, in Trelawney, 
consisting of 2300 persons, 1326 are temperance 
members, and 360 have joined the Total Ab- 
stinence Society. When a new brother offers 
to join the temperance section, the tee-totalers 
ask him if he wishes to go through apprentice- 
ship again, and tell him he had better come to 
freedom at once. The labourers on the large 
Orange Valley estate, in St. Ann’s, have all re- 
fused to assist in the making of rum; the over- 
seer is compelled to employ strangers to do the 
work. If the ministers of religion would every 
where do their duty, the vice of dram-drinking 
would vanish from the land: drunkenness, how- 
ever, is far from a common vice among the black 
people. 

My Essex friends may depend upon the fact, 
that Jamaica, with the exception, perhaps, of 
Kingston, its capital, where broils, quarrels, and . 
petty assaults are very common, has pre-emi- 
nently a quiet and sober population. The in- 
struction hitherto imparted has produced a most 
salutary effect. The influence of religion is ex- 
tending itself widely; the Holy Scriptures, 
hymn-books, and the Pilgrim’s Progress are 
purchased by the people in large quantities, and 
so sensible are they of the advantages conferred 
on them since freedom, and so grateful to their 
religious teachers, that they seem willing, much 
as they love money, to make any reasonable 
sacrifice to extend and perpetuate the benefit. 
They build spacious and substantial chapels and 
school-rooms at their own cost, some of which, 
especially in the mountains, owing to the diffi- 
culty of transporting the materials, are very ex- 
pensive erections. 


Cheerful liberality of the negroes. 

As a specimen of the ready and cheerful man- 
ner with which the claims of chapel-building are 
met by the kind-hearted labourers of this coun- 
try, I will mention a few interesting facts. The 
Church Missionary Society required a new 
chapel at Rural-hill, in St. Thomas of the East; 
the black people contributed towards it, in six- 
teen months, in labour and money, the sum of 
7000. currency, or 420/. sterling. The Baptist 
chapel at Montego Bay was pulled down by the 
planters: a new one was resolved on, and in 
one day, at the opening of the building in 1837, 
the people contributed 6041. sterling! At Fal- 
mouth, a fortnight afterwards, an equal sum was 
raised in one day, for a new chapel there. The 
chapel at Montego Bay was begun in 1835, and 
has cost, with the fencing in, 78002. sterling, of 
which sum the labourers alone contributed 
5400/.! A new parish church was wanted at 
Port Antonio, and a very beautiful building has 
been erected there. The treasurer assured me 
that the black people, who love the rector for 
his kindness and diligence as a Christian minis- 
ter, contributed 10002. currency, or 600%. ster- 
ling towards its erection, because the sum voted 
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by the parish and the House of Assembly fell 
short of the required amount. I was at Mount 
Carey, a station of the Baptist Missionaries, on 
the 6th instant. The people brought in their 
“First of August” offerings towards the erection 
of a new chapel in that district; the subscrip- 
tion had been only begun four weeks, and the 
sum amounted to 315/. 8s. sterling. My ex- 
cellent friend, Thomas Burchell, had given no- 
tice, a few days ago, that he intended on this 
day to prepare for the foundations of the pro- 
posed building, and had requested the people to 
give him a day’s labour to prepare a new road, 
and make the needful excavations. Early in 
the morning, the roads, lanes, and bye-paths of 
this part of St. James were sprinkled with men 
and women in every direction, bearing hoes, 
hatchets, cutlasses, and crowbars, and the num- 
bers assembled on the spot to begin operations 
were 538! By four o’clock A. M., trees were 
cut down, huge rock stones removed, the found- 
ations of the chapel dug, and a substantial road 
made. Leave the voluntary system in undis- 
turbed operation in this country, and the people 
will do all that is needful towards providing 
places of public worship for themselves, without 
any aid from the state. 


Credulity and Superstition. 


Whilst, however, the process of regeneration, 
by religious and moral means, is going on 
steadily among the people, it is lamentable to 
observe how large a number of them are easily 
acted upon by the most childish superstitions, 
The descendants of Africa are credulous from 
the cradle, and soon become the prey of the 
designing. Superstition, it cannot be denied, 
still exercises an extensive sway. An old wo- 
man died a few weeks ago in the parish of Vere, 
who is reported to have said on her death-bed, 
or after she was dead, “* That the people were no 
longer to work on Monday, but sit down on 
that day, and think over what the minister had 
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said on Sunday.” The news spread like wild- 
fire: on many estates the people stopped work- 
ing, as though they had heard a voice from 
heaven, and it has required the earnest interfer- 
ence of the missionaries and other persons of 
influence to put a stop to the delusion, and re- 
store industry to its proper channel. 

I went one morning, with several friends, to 
breakfast at Papine, one of the large sugar es- 
tates belonging to J. B. Wildman, formerly 
M. P. for Colchester. When we arrived there, 
the people, instead of being at work, were mov- 
ing about, all restless, like a hive of bees that 
are going to swarm. Weasked them the reason; 
one said he was sick, another that he should rest 
to-day, and give the estate Saturday instead, 
another said, with some mystery in his manner, 
there was a matter to settle. We soon discover- 
ed that a young black man, fashionably attired, 
calling himself a Myall doctor, had come to the 
property, and was persuading the labourers that 
somebody had bewitched them, which was the 
cause of all the sickness they had; he had con- 
versations, he said, with good angels, and could 
get rid of the wizard and all his effects; he un- 
derstood the angel language, and by virtue of 
what they told him, he could look into every 
part of the human body, and remove diseases 
which no white man would attempt to cure. 
We invited the young imposter to meet us at 
the “ great house,” and there questioned him 
before the people. When he had finished his 
story, we asked them if they believedit. They 
said with one voice, “ We do believe it ;” and on 
our expostulating with them in regard to their 
folly, two men, who seemed to be leaders of the 
band, expressed a devout wish that our eyes 
might soon be opened to see the truth. The 
doctor has since been imprisoned, (not a very 
sagacious proceeding,) for propagating Myalism, 
which is an offence against a statute law of 
Jamaica, 


ArFTER an unprecedented delay of six weeks’ duration, owing to the long pre- 
valence of contrary winds, two Jamaica mails arrived on the 15th instant. (Feb.) 
The latest dates are from Kingston, Dec. 28. The Reserve, with Mr. Knibb 
‘and his party, had not then arrived ; most probably the next packet will bring 
us that intelligence. The island continued to suffer from the prevalence of 
drought, which had been accompanied by an unusual degree of mortality, Among 
‘those who have been removed, are Mr. Joseph Wheeler, who had been occupied 
for some months in the island in his official engagements, as Agent for the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. He died, much regretted, of fever, at Buff 
Bay, on the 30th of November. Thirteen days afterwards, (Dec. 13,) Mr. 
George Webb, who had, for nearly a twelvemonth, occupied the new station 
formed by Mr. Dendy, at Bethsalem, in St. Elizabeth’s, was called to his rest. 
He appears to have died of the disease (consumption) on account of which he 
visited Jamaica. He had been removed to Salter’s-hill for change of air, and ex- 
pired at that place on Lord’s-day, Dec. 13. On the afternoon of the next day, 
after a solemn and appropriate service at the chapel, in which the brethren 
‘Burchell, Clark, Pickton, and Henderson engaged, his mortal remains were con- 
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signed to the tomb, there to remain till the glorious morning when all who sleep 
in Jesus shall rise to meet him at his coming. 


OLD HARBOUR. 

On sabbath morning, September 27, the so- | pel; he then put the solemn question to them 
lemn ordinance of believers’ baptism was ad-| —‘‘ Are ye quickened by the Holy Spirit, or 
ministered to eighty-two adults, who had all | are ye still dead in trespasses and sins ?” After 
been under examination for several months, and | the exposition, he gave the candidates the right 
whose account of their faith and views of the | hand of fellowship, and solemnly reminded them 
Gospel, personally and individually to the mi-| of their duty as Christians: the ordinance of 
nister in private, and also to the church, had | the Lord’s-supper was then celebrated, and 
been very satisfactory. On the previous Satur- | about two o'clock this great assembly retired 
day evening the usual church meeting was held, | orderly, to their respective homes. 
and the candidates were addressed by the Rev. Mr. Taylor frequently travels to and from 
H. C. Taylor, the pastor of the church; several | his preaching stations at Old Harbour and Car- 
hundreds who came from far to witness this | lisle Bay, a distance of twenty miles. On one 
ordinance, took up their abode for the night in | of these journeys several persons in the neigh- 
the chapel. bourhood of Salt River, watched the opportu- 

The morning was beautiful. The two large | nity of his passing, and solicited him to stop and 
white tents, erected on the lawn, and extending | preach to them, assuring him that they would 
nearly to the water’s edge, looked very chaste. | provide a convenient place for the purpose, 
A little before sunrise the minister took his| Mr. Taylor promised that, on a day appointed, 
stand at the water side, and after singing the ap- | he would visit them, and comply with their re- 
propriate hymn— quest, and on sabbath-day, the 4th instant, a 
large congregation was collected in a commodi- 
ous shed, which had been erected expressly for 
the congregation, which was exceedingly nu-/| the purpose; the attentive audience listened to 
merous, were addressed ; prayer was offered for | the word of life, and there is now every proba- 
all, and the ceremony was performed according | bility that this very destitute part of the parish, 
to the plain and simple directions contained in | in reference to public worship, will, with its 
the New Testament. numerous population, have a regular supply of 

A little before ten o’clock, the congregation the means of grace ; and, under the blessing of 
again assembled for public worship: both the | God, we hope soon to know that a church, 
chapel and the chapel-yard were thronged with | founded on Christian principles, is established at 
hearers, The pastor read and expounded Eph. | this place: “The fields are white unto the 
ii,, and made some very appropriate remarks, | harvest.” May God thrust forth many labour- 
reminding his hearers of the change which had | ers into his field ! 
been wrought among the Ephesians by the Gos- 
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Mr. and Mrs. Small, who left Spithead on) that by this vessel, our negro brethren, Edward 
the 14th of August last, arrived at Cape Town | Barrett and Henry Beckford returned to Ja- 
after a long but pleasant voyage, on the 30th of | maica, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Millard, 
October, Our friends had received kind atten- | appointed to labour, in connexion with Mr. 
tions from Dr. and Mrs. Philip, and expected | Abbott, at St. Ann’s Bay and the surrounding 
to pursue their voyage to Calcutta in a few| stations. Mr. Millard speaks in high terms of 
days, the kind attentions paid to himself and his com- 

The Kingston, Broadfoot, after a voyage} panions by Capt. B., and was preparing to enter. 
of forty-seven days, arrived at Kingston on the | on his extensive field of labour with gratitude 
18th of November. It will be remembered, | and hope. 


“ Jesus, and shall it ever be,” &c. 


—_——_—. 


CONNEXION OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN INDIA 
WITH IDOLATRY. 


Ir is well known to those who are acquainted with the state of Christian missions in India, 
that the encouragement given by the East India Company to the false religions of the natives, 
forms one of the chief obstacles to the progress of Christianity in that part of the world. The 
Brahmins and others are accustomed to repel the arguments of the missionaries against their 
idolatrous practices by alleging the support given to them by the British authorities. Why,” 
say they, “do you find fault with our religion, when your own government openly supports it ” 
The Mahomedan rebuke is still more pungent, “ You may pile up your arguments from earth to 
heaven, they will never make me a Christian. You are idolaters, and we hate idolatry, We 
serve one God: you pretend to serye one God, and yet support idolatry, Since you ruled this 


country you have always paid for the support of idolatry ; we never did. And you can support 
idolatry, and yet be Christians !” 
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We quote the above sentence from a small pamphlet published last year by 
W. A. Hankey, Esq., because it expresses briefly, but forcibly, the reason which 
should stir up all who fear God, and desire that he alone should be worshipped 
in the earth, to unite in vigorous efforts for putting an end to the evil described. 
A few individuals have steadily laboured, with this object in view, for several 
years past, and the different Missionary Societies have introduced Resolutions 
bearing upon it, at their respective anniversaries ; but it has not yet obtained 
such a hold on the mind of Christians at large as it ought to have done. 

It is very possible this may arise in part from the explicit assurances given to 
Parliament by her Majesty’s Ministers, so long ago as July, 1838, that this 
disgraceful connexion should be forthwith discontinued. Unhappily, these 
assurances have hitherto, especially in the case of the Presidency of Madras, 
been wHotty nucarory. This will appear from the following particulars, 
which we copy from a Circular lately issued from the office of the Provisional 
Committee, who have kindly undertaken to bring this painful subject before the 
public eye. 

1,—In accordance with the published orders of government, an annual offering is still made 
by the government, through its representatives, to a heathen idol, called, in the official docu- 
ments, the ‘ Madras goddess ;” which is brought for the purpose, to the gate of Fort 
St. George. On which occasion the symbol of marriage, (called a “ tali,”) is presented on 


the part of the government, and, in the presence of assembled multitudes, placed round its 
neck. 


2.—A portion of the public revenue of the government is still derived from offerings annually 
made by Hindoos at the shrines of the heathen gods, 

3.—Portions of the public revenue are still gratuitously applied towards the expense 
of heathen ceremonies, and for offerings to heathen gods; the British government thereby 
directly sanctioning idolatry, and even performing, by their servants, an act of idolatrous 
worship. 

_ 4,—-European and Christian servants of the Company are still required, upon pain of displea- 
sure, and at the risk of removal, to administer the endowments of certain heathen temples,* to 
appoint the servants of the idol, to keep the buildings in repair, and generally to superintend the 
temple establishments. 

5. —Salutes, as marks of respect, at native heathen and Mahomedan festivals, are still fired, by 
order of the British government, both at Fort St. George and elsewhere, in the Presidency of 
Madras, and in that of Bombay; and British Christian troops and public servants are required, 
for purposes other than of keeping the peace, to attend at Hindoo and Mahomedan religious fes- 
tivals and ceremonies. é ; 

6.—The attendance of the regimental bands at regimental heathen and Mahomedan festivals is 
still required, under the Madras Presidency ; and, consequently, Christians, both native and de- 
scendants of Europeans, are virtually compelled to take part in idolatrous and Mahomedan pro- 
cessions and ceremonies. , i 

These facts will convince our readers of the urgent necessity of taking, with- 
out delay, such steps as may be in their power to effect the deliverance of our 
country from what must be regarded as a national sin. With this view, it is 
recommended that Petitions should be sent without delay to both Houses of 
Parliament. A copy of that which has been prepared by the Committee already 
mentioned, will be forwarded from Fen-court to any friends who may wish to 
receive it; but as brevity is, in many instances, deemed of great importance, 
we subjoin the following form for the convenience of those who may feel dis- 
posed to adopt it. It is especially requested that the clause, requiring that a 
definite period shall be fixed at which all these grievances shall absolutely cease 
to exist, should not be omitted. an 

Petitions may be written on parchment or stout writing-paper. If sent by 
post, directed to any Peer or Member of the House of Commons, marked on 


the cover “ Petition,” and left open at the ends, they will be delivered postage 


igri is i r 4 re the lauds belonging to the 
* Although the Pilgrim-tax has been abolished in Bengal, yet even there t t 
temple of ae aes retained under the management of British revenue officers 5 a course by which 
the support of the temple is perpetuated, and a prote¢tion against fraud and waste extended over temple 
lands which is not given to any other property. 
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free ; or, where it is preferred, they may be sent to the Secretaries, Baptist 
Mission-House, Fen-court. 

It is very desirable that those who wish well to the effort should write to 
their representatives in Parliament, pressing upon them the importance of giving 
their support to the object of the Petition. ’ . 
To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in Par- 

liament assembled : — 
[Or, To the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament assembled :—] 
The humble Petition of 
Showeth— 2 e 
That your Petitioners have learnt with the deepest regret that, notwithstanding the explicit 
assurances given to Parliament by her Majesty’s Ministers, in the year 1838, that the connexion 
of the British Government with the superstitious and idolatrous practices of the natives of India 
should be forthwith discontinued, nothing effectual has yet been done to accomplish this import- 
ant object. : 
That your Petitioners entirely disclaim all wish for Government interference in any way with 
the Hindoos or Mahomedans, in their religious affairs; they simply require the same protection 
to be extended, and the same regard paid to the just rights of her Majesty’s subjects, and to the 
consciences of British and native Christians, as are now enjoyed by their heathen and Mahome- 
dan fellow-subjects ; and that practices, the abolition of which was directed eight years ago by 
the Honourable Court of Directors themselves, shall, without further delay, cease and determine. 
That your Petitioners are fully convinced, both on the evidence of facts, and on the testimony 
of individuals of experience resident in the country, that any apprehension of danger in following 
out this wise and just course is groundless. , 
Your Petitioners, therefore, respectfully, but most strenuously, urge your Honourable House 
to adopt such measures as will insure the transmission to each of the Presidencies of India of 
clear and unqualified orders for the entire abandonment of the practices in question. And that, 
in the issuing of such orders, a time be fixed by the authorities at home, within which the several 
Governments shall be required, without fail, to carry them fully into execution; that thus 
at length practices be terminated which are inconsistent with the first principles of our holy 
religion, subversive of the rights of conscience, and which constitute a serious obstacle to the 
success of Christian missionaries in their efforts to impart the blessings of Christianity and social 
improvement to our fellow-subjects in India. 
And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. , 

P. S.—Since the above article was in type, communications have taken place 
on the subject to which it refers, in the House of Commons, between Sir R. 
H. Inglis, Bart., and the President of the Board of Control, Sir J. C. Hobhouse. 
It is very satisfactory to learn that the latter gentleman admitted the flagrant 
nature of the evils of which we complain, and that he had been misinformed as 
to the fact, that measures were in progress at the Presidency of Madras, for 
their removal. We apprehend there can be no doubt of the earnest desire of 
her Majesty’s Government to effect a change, but the obstacles in the way are 
greater than our readers are aware of. Itis considered, therefore, that Petitions, 
as previously recommended, will be of much service in strengthening the hands 


of the Home Government, and thus hastening a consummation devoutly to be 
wished by every Christian. 


Home Proceedings. 
NOTICES, 


Tur Committee have the pleasure to announce that the Rev. Joun Harnzis, D.D., 
of Cheshunt, and the Rev. J. J. Davirs, of Tottenham, have kindly engaged to 


preach the Annual Sermons for the Baptist Mission, on Wednesday, the 28th 
of April next. Further particulars will be given in our next number. 


The health of our esteemed friend, the Rev. | kind] 
G. Pearce, having been in a merciful degree re- | him, 
stored, he expects, with Mrs, Pearce, to return | court 
to Calcutta in a few weeks, Friends who are 


y preparing packages to send to India by 
are requested to forward them to Fen- 
by the second week in April, if possible. 
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DEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES. 


On the 22nd of January, Mr. C. H. Hosken, 
lately pastor of the Baptist church, at Clonmel, 
Ireland, with Mrs. Hosken and their infant 
child, embarked on board the William Henry 
Angas, Thomas, for Belize, with a view to 
co-operate with our esteemed friend, Mr. Hen- 
derson. 

On the 2nd of February Mr. and Mrs. Dalli- 
well, from Sunderland, embarked on board the 
Flora, Leveque, bound for Annatto Bay 
and Port Maria, in Jamaica; and on the 4th 
of February Mr. and Mrs. Williams sailed in 
the Amity Hall, Ford, for Kingston. ; 

Mr, Williams was a student in Bristol Col- 
lege, after having spent some time at Pontypool, 
under the instruction of the Rev. Thomas Tho- 
mas. 

Mr, Dalliwell will take part in the labours 


of Mr, Day, in the several stations devolving on 
his care in that north-easterly part of the island. 

Mr. Williams is designed to occupy a new 
station, lately formed by Mr. Phillippo, at the 
earnest solicitation of many of the inhabitants 
of Manchester. 

We regret to add that, in the violent storm 
of Friday, the 5th, the Flora was driven on the 
Nore sand, having previously been driven from 
all her anchors. For several hours the lives of 
all on board were in great danger, and their 
sufferings were much increased by the extreme 
severity of the weather. A kind Providence 
shielded them from further injury; and the 
vessel has safely returned to the Docks, where 
her cargo has been taken out, and she must 
remain till the necessary repairs have been ef- 
fected. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Tux thanks of the Committee are presented to 
ladies at St, Mary’s, Norwich, for a case of fancy 
articles, for the Rev. J. M. Phillippo. To 
ladies at Stepney, for a box of fancy articles, 
for the Rev. E. J. Francies. To Mr. John Hills, 
of Sunderland, for a box of books and useful ar- 
ticles; and to Miss Cleaver, for ornamental ar- 


ticles. There have also been received a box from 
Mrs. Scott, for Mrs. Henderson, of Belize; a 
paper parcel, for Mrs. B. Millard; two chests 
from Bristol, for the Rev. W. Knibb; seven 
packages, for the Rev. S. Oughton; a box, for 
the Rev. Mr. Williams; and a parcel of hymn- 
books, for the Rev, H. C. Taylor, 


NOTICE TO AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


The Treasurers of Auxiliary Societies, and other friends, who may have money in hand on account of 


the Society, are respectfully reminded that the Treasurer’s account for the year will close on the 31st of 
March; which renders it necessary that all payments intended to appear in the Appendix to the next 
Report, should be made, at the latest, in the course of the present month. Itis requested, therefore, that 
the respective accounts may be sent, properly balanced, to the Secretaries, No. 6, Fen-court, Fenchurch- 
street, accompanied by the list of subscribers, &c., in alphabetical order. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the Month 
; of January, 1841. 


: £8 a. Gi syd. 
© tale ete led _ Gurney, Joseph, Esq... 10 0 0| Smith, Mrs. W.L...... yan’ 
5 FEN-COURT. Gurney, Thomas, Esq... 1 1 0| Salter, Mrs. W, A...... 1 1 0 

Se ; Gurney, Mrs. Thomas... 1 1 0} Thompson, Rev. J..... 1 1 0 
= Subscriptions. Gurney, Miss............ 1 1. 0| Tripe, Mr. W. ........ 1 1 0 
£ s. d.| Gurney, Mr. H... Saek 6 ree enero Esq... 2 ‘ 
lagster, S., Esq. .socccoee 1 1 0| Gurney, Miss A.......... 1 1 0 BTC OMT, Des sseavebescos 
ene @.. mg Os. 1 1 0} Gurney, Miss M.......... 1 1 0j| Waymouth, Hen., Esq. 2 2 0 
Bartlett, W. P.,Esq 1 1 0| Hoare, Samuel,Esq...... 5 5 0} Woolley, G. B, Esq...... 2 2 0 
Blackett, Mrs. G,. 1 1 O0/| Howard, Luke, Esq...... 440 — 
Bradford, Major . 1 1 0} Henley, Rt. Hon. Lord 5 5 0 Widmedimes 
Cartwright, R. Esq...... 5 0 0| Hamilton, Mr. T........ 1 1 0 nebo. 
Chandler, 3B., Esq., Jameson, Mrs. W. K... 1 1 0) R.M., for Africa........10 0 0 
“Sherbourne ............ 3 3 0| Knight, Mrs.............. 1 1 0/| Friend, by Mr. Wood, : 
imsdale, Mrs.... + 2 0 O| Lainson, Mr. Alderman 1 1 0 MOE ge stescscsccssss 0 60" 0 
ve IVMETSssa vee ova's . 1 1 0} Lloyd and Key, Messrs. 1 1 0| Rev. E. Steane...eveevee bit 00) 
ennis, J., Esq. .......... 1 1 0 Lushington, Sir Steph. 3 3 0| Thomas Gurney, Esq., 
Freeman, Messrs. W. Masters, Mrs............ 2 2 0 for Entally veers 5 0 0 
2 2 0| Meredith, Mr. J......... 1 1 0!) Mrs. T. Gurney, ditto... 4 0 0 
1 1 0} Overbury, Mr. Buse 1 1 0) KX. Ys Loreeseserereeesereree 10 0 0 
1 1 O'| Priestley, Mrs....... 2 2 0| Josiah Forster, Esq., for 
1 1 0} Penny, J., Esq. 5 0 0 SCHOGIE vasvcssvanandisosas) Pie LO 
50 0 0} Ridley, S., Esq 1 1 0} Mr. Cross ..1..+0++006 010 0 
15 0 0| Stone, Mr. N....s040 1 1 0| Friend near Trin, 10.0 
10 0 0| Smith, W. L., Esq..... 2 2 0| Forfeits by a Miss. 010 0 
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Collections, Donations, §c. in 
London and Vicinity, for the 
removal of the Devt. 


Collected by 


tod 
& 
= 


Benham, Mr. James ... 1 
Benham, Miss E......+0+ 
Burt, Miss.....0.0000» 
Freeman, Mr. T 
Gamble, Miss... se 
Jackson, Mr. S. (don.) 
Smith, W. L. Esq. ditto 1 
Stovel, Rev. C..ssccoscsese 


4 
21 
5 
5 
0 
5 
0 


aoceoaccoom: 
qgooeceoecoc:. 


Legacies. 


George Symmers, Esq., 
Of [COlfSiedoes ces sdveseess SS) LOW NO 


LONDON AUXILIARIES. 


Hackney, for Africa... 112 10 9 
Meard’s-court, ditto... 16 8 5 


COUNTY AUXILIARIES. 


Bedfordshire. 


Biggleswade ....sccessveee 3 
Ditto, for Hntally ..... 1 
Ditto, for Female educa- 
LIOTL sevceeccese 
Sandy... 
Stotfold. 
Bedford ... 
Wootton .. oo 
Cranfield .. ..ercococceevereee 
Ampthill and Maulden 


_ 
sr co bo = S109 Oy 

_ 
wNwanwowec ow 
woaocone coo 


Buckinghamshire. 
Datchet ...... soecas ees cecace 
Wyrardisbury .... 
WYCOMBE ‘ccvecsecesecnsess 
Buckingham— 

Mrs. Priestley, for 
GEDE sescrvervarsevscorere 39 0 O 


Cambridgeshire. 

SOR@M Gicyesrcevacrsvescenns 1 16 O 
Chrishall Grange— 

Mins, TEUGS cesssieceanese (0) 1220 

Ditto, for Africa..... 1 1 0 
Triplow, by Miss Foster 112 0 

Devonshire. 

MOGDUDY: visiecseaverscsiave O CLOG UL 
Kingsbridge .... doo kd eG 
Newton Bushel ...... 4°97 7 


£& s. d. 
Bovey Tracey sececcccoeee 7 12 6 
Malborough .... wot 12.0 
Brixham ..... The 
Dartmouth 0 
Paignton .. 3 
Coliumpton, p' 
IPLGSU:.. dvasitcccsweieoosegn ee L9) 56 
Tavistock, per Miss 
ANGAS: seaccsescsesnaseass vo LO 
Miss Angas (Annual 
subscription)... 5 0 0 


Essex. 


Loughton Miss. Assoc. 
Da JOA cone ttenase cer sas 
By Mr. Searle,for devi 10 0 0 

Epping— 


Rev. W._ Weare, for 
GEUE cncatensssacDigascecs Wks Lua 
eomiford ci .scstdencescosey + 107-0 


Huntingdonshire. 
SESNGOt'S V.ccccsscncncssens 20 19 6 


—— 


Middlesex. 


Harlington— 
Mr. Hunt, for debt... 10 0 0 


Northamptonshire. 
Northamptonshire, for 
additional Mission- 
aries to Jamaica...... 
Kettering-- 
Independent chapel, 
per Rev. T. Toller 2 0 0 
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Oxfordshire. 


Oxfordshire Auxiliary 100 0 0 
Oxford— 
By Miss Collingwood, 


TOD PPI. cacnesceas cre 9. $0 
Ditto, for Jamaica... 8 6 0 
Suffolk. 
Stradbrookescissevscussan POs 
Diss...... wicter.ss 0 
Shelfange 76 5 6 
Stoke Ash... C1 0 
Horham .. avn as © 
INYO! .-dvaneinarencnaars eee | 
ELODyvevasccaveceweaceuveuver go LG) 19 
Surrey. 

Bagshot eorcesscessesorsee sve 


410 0 
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Sussex. 
6 se da 
Hastings— 
By Miss E.M. Saffery, 
FOL AEDE sseacececeeene 0 0 


Shropshire. 
Whitchurch— 
J. Kennerley, Esq., 
for debt .. Se! 
SDGAMAL qseacest ceanensacses act 


Warwickshire. 
Birmingham— 
Be (Am. “Sub: )uaasaccs 2 


Wiltshire. 


Bratton ..cscocsecseceecrvece 
Ditto, for Africa 1s... 


Yorkshire. 


Masham and Bedale ... 
Borobridge and Dish- 
FOTED ..cecerrecereescecsese 
Ripon— 
F, Earle, Esq., M. D. 


SOUTH WALES. 


Glamorganshire. 
Swansea— 
D. Waltets, Esq. and 


friends, for debt... 8 0 0 
Carmarthenshire. 
CwMfelin vincasecresiuadosvas ae DE 
PLCDYOU «.cccsccsccesvseccexia’ Oa 
SCOTLAND. 
Aberdeen, for dedt...... 20 0 0 
Ervine, CittO: ci sccsnccescss, 0 CE 

Glasgow— 
R. Kettle, Esq., for 
ODE wasicecasscesoussscuve) 20) OM 
Fraserburgh— 


Mr. J. Wemyss, for 


debt . 
Leslie, Fife, ditto,, 


oo 
1.0 


ed 


ARRIVAL OF MR. KNIBB AT JAMAICA. 
Wr have just heard of the arrival of our valued friend, Mr. Knibb, with his 
companions, in Jamaica, and we stop the press ta insert the letter announcing 


the fact, which, we are assured, will be read with much gratification by our 
friends throughout the country. 


Falmouth, Jan. 14, 1841. 
My pear BrornEr,—Again I address you 
from this interesting island. We had a pleasant, 
and, I hope, profitable, voyage, 
was very kind and attentive, and not a single 
jarring note disturbed our Christian harmony 


during the voyage. 


Ihave to get ready for the sabbath. 


The captain 
Love to all, 


By next 


packet I hope to send some account of our 
landing, which was deeply interesting. 

We are well and happy. 
the 5002. was collected in a few hours. 
may expect it before the public meeting. 


My share towards 
You 


Yours very affectionately, 
WILLIAM KNIBB. 


W. Tyler, Printer, 5, 


Bolt-court, London, 
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me 


WE should not from month to month call the attention of our friends to 


the pecuniary condition of the Society, 
Committee have incurred debt in falfi 
They had no alternative but to recall 


The demands of Ireland on the one hand—the 


risk of temporary pressure. 


but for the necessity of the case. The 
Iment of the trust reposed in them. 


agents, or to continue them at the 


generous and liberal feeling of people in this country towards her on the 
other, forbad the Committee to dismiss agents: they are glad and grateful to 


have to add, that continuing them is 


From the subjoined list of contribution 


ledged, friends will 


meeting with its appropriate response. 


) 8, in addition to those already acknow- 
see that nothing more is needed than a persevering and 


kind effort to relieve the Society from its difficulties—and it is hoped that the 

communications from Ireland in the present Chronicle, will offer a sufficient 

inducement to all who can, to aid in this work of faith, and labour of love. 
The following sums have been given or promised towards the extinction of 


_ the Society’s debt. 


By members of the Committee. 


Mr. W. C.. 10 0 0 
Mrs. Burls .... woo 
MESH. eh. Se 1010 0 
Mr. Harris 00 
Mr. Gover ...... 00 
Mi. BUILESGivuormseesccaccenes, iL 1° 6 
MMP OW ASO cis ciccsectsseccascss (5 0) © 
IMS MBErhettifocc: ho cies. cs 28 0°10 
Eagle Street collection, Jan, 31, 

DH ORs enwis tb. a'ot'y cisiwree 2 4 0 
Mr. John Freeman.............. 10 0 0 
Mire Wenig sd. Hs tkevesticet cee) F050 
(Mr. Sanders: nies . sies.ccsvtwiese cise 5 0 0 
Mr. Thonias Pewtress ........, Be O00 
By the Secretary .«.,.00....0. 5 O 8B 
RIT BOWEL. So ocichlenecbesest'e OO! 0 


Jos, Gutteridge, Esq., by Mr. Bowser.. 5 0 0 


Messrs. Richard and Thomas Free- 

May VY (AO. cases. ved Mises Oo 0) 20 
Abraham Jackson, Esq., by do. ...... 5.0 0 
Mis: Davey, Norwich, by Rev. George 

LYE saqaeearsed cotogubmonoat 5 0 0 

By Mr. Benj. Roberts, Oswestry. 
Mr. Thomas Roberts........ 100 
Mr. Benj. Roberts .......... io 6 
Mr. Joseph Roberts......... 1 0 0 
Miss Mary Jane Roberts.... 1 0 0 
Miss Hannah Roberts........ 1 0 0 
Miss Elizabeth Roberts ...... 1 0 0 
600 


The following letter of Mr. Harpeastir, in acknowledgment of a donation of 
flannel and other warm clothing from a kind friend, who hands it to the Secretary, 
in the hope that others may be induced to do as she has done, will be read with 


interest. 


: Waterford, Jan. 25, 1841. 

_- DEaR Mapam,—Mr. Green forwarded to 
me your very acceptable and generous pre- 
sent of clothing for the pious poor in Ire- 
jand; and supposing by that designation 
that you intended the poor members of our 
“own churches should receive the first atten- 
tion, I carried the parcel with me to Cork, 
where several of our brethren were expected 
to assemble, and its contents were chiefly 
divided between the brethren Thomas, of 
Limerick ; M‘Carthy, of Kilbeggan ; Berry, 
of Abbeyliex; Mr. Trestrail and myself 
having scarcely any poor members in need of 
assistance. Iam desired, by the brethren, 
to present our united thanks, and to say that 
our best judgment will be exercised in dis- 
posing of them so as to fulfil your kind in- 
tentions. 


From the interest which you evidently 
take in the welfare of poor Ireland, it will be 
gratifying to you to learn that the affairs of 
the society in the south are considerably 
improving. We had very delightful meet. 
ings in Cork the week before last, for five 
successive days, when the meeting house, 
after undergoing repairs to the amount of 
£250, was re-opened, and a valuable fellow. 
labourer of the Independent denomination, 
was ordained pastor of a sister church in 
that city. We all united in the respective 
services with much fraternal feeling, and 
expect that better days for Cork have now 
commenced. 

At this meeting we also formed the Irish 
Southern Baptist Association, from which, 
under the divine blessing, we expect much 
good; it being our intention to meet quar- 
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terly in succession at our respective places of 
abode, for prayer, united counsel and encou- 
ragement, preaching the word, holding meet- 
ings for the revival of religion, and the adop- 
tionof such measures for theextension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom as, in the providence 
of God, may appear desirable and practi- 
cable. 

Many are our difficulties and discourage- 
mentsin this country, which our dear English 
friends can scarcely realize, but they are not 
too great to be overcome by that instrument 
which is “mighty through God.” During 
the fifteen years which I have spent in this 
country, I have not known the Baptist in- 
terest to wear so encouraging an aspect ; 
our churches are in a healthier condition— 
we have the prospect of our energies being | 
united—every portion of our field of labour | 
will receive additional culture, and we trust 
that the spirit of prayer increased amongst 
us will be attended by showers of blessing | 
from the great Husbandman. 

We trust and we entreat that our friends 
in England will oftenremember us at athrone 
of grace; indeed we need their sympathy 
and all the encouragement they can afford | 
us, by kind and energetic co-operation. 
Though sometimes “ cast down,” we are | 
very far from despairing, indeed I think I 
could not select a better term than “hopeful,” 
to describe our prevalent feeling in our work. 

Will you excuse this enlargement, from 

Yours, with Christian regard, 
C. HARDCASTLE. 


The following extracts from a letter to the 
Secretary from the north of Ireland, exhibit 


a picture of even that highly favoured | 


district, which would stir the spirit of an 
apostle, Acts xvii.16, and which will not be | 
wholly lost on our spirits :— 
Coleraine, Jan. 20, 1841. 
REV. AND DEAR Sir,—You know the) 
nature of the ground which we are endea- 
vouring to break up. It is in the very heart 
of Ulster. But are our labours, therefore, 
rendered unnecessary? O that this were 
the case in fact, and that I were persuaded | 
of it! I should soon start for some other 
spot where “the savour of life” had not 
hitherto penetrated. Butno place I believe 
is in greater need of the faithful exhibition 
of the simple gospel. The people may be | 
said to be sermon-proof in the ordinary way. 
Now, sir, I can with full confidence thank | 
God for having honoured me as an instru. 
ment in breaking in upon this listlessness | 
and indifference to the vital influence of the | 
truth. In spite of the determined and in- 
cessant efforts of spiritual guides, but ill- 
qualified to lead, the interest in my meet- | 
ings is increasing on all sides. The stations 
J attend in rotation are as follows :—Bally- 
nagg, 2} miles from Coleraine; Knowhead, | 


| our success would be unquestionable, though . 
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2 miles ; Ballywillan, 4 miles; Dunellis, 3 
miles ; Castlerow, 14 miles. Besides, I have 
other little meetings as often as opportunity 
offers in the town. 

But, dear brother, you can have no idea 
whatever of the bigoted feeling even of some 
of the best disposed among the hearers. The 
system in which they have been educated 
has such a hold upon their prejudices, that 
God only can break it. Its framework they 
considersacred. Whoevertouchesittouches 
the apple oftheir eye. However cold and 
careless they may be in the cause of the 
gospel, their warmth and devotedness here 
are unquestionable. If they do not live for 
Christ—no matter—they will fight hard for 
their peculiar forms of doctrine and disci- 
pline. With them the question is not, is it 
according to the law and the testimony ? 
but, is it according to the catechism ? . Nor 
is it surprising that it should be so, The 
bible they have condescended generally to 


| leave in the hands of the clergy; in the 


catechism they have been drilled from their 
childhood, Paternal and clerical authority 
have riveted its doctrines upon their minds; 
and by no gentle wrench can scriptural 


| liberty be restored. The supposition that 


the catechism might contain error, is, with 
them, much the same thing as eursing the 
breasts which nourished them in infancy, 
In my last letter, I mentioned having 
visited Letterkenny. It was truly a season 
of refreshing. The church is small, but in 
an excellent state. I wish I had the means 
of visiting some other little churches in 
Ireland, to stir them up in the Christian en- 
terprise, and promote a spirit of union and | 
brotherly love. They have been too long 


' neglected; and having no intercourse with | 


those of their own denomination, or with | 
Christians in general, they have contracted _ 
a narrow spirit, under the evil effects of | 
which they will, in all probability, long labour, 

The Letterkenny church, I am happy to ‘say, 

is not of this description. I was astonished 
to find them so well acquainted with the | 
nature of the bond which unites the mem- | 
bers of a Christian church. But I must con- 
clude this letter. The writing of it has | 
relieved the pressure of an unoccupied hour. | 
O could the society aid me with a reader, | 


not perhaps immediate. In reading the 
scriptures in private, and in collecting meet- 
ings, he would be of immense service. 
Your partner in the afflictions of Christ, 
W. S. Eccxzs. 


Mr. MULHERN, under date Newtonards, | 
Co. Down, Jan. 27, writes to the Secretary :— - 

Dear S1r,—When J last heard from you } 
I informed the friends at Conlig of the de- - 
termination the committee had come to with 


tegard to my being permanently settled 
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here. After preaching a few times in Con- 
lig and the vicinity, I set out on the 17th 
ult., for the county of Sligo, travelling by 
Donegal, where I arrived the following 
evening, and was most kindly received by 
my Christian friends in that town. Here I 
soon found cause of much gratitude to my 
heavenly Father, for reason to believe that 
my former visit had not been altogether in 
vain ; as some careless sinners had since 
manifested a spirit of anxious inquiry after 
the things which make for their everlasting 
peace, while the attention of some Christians 
has been turned to the nature of some of our 
Lord’s long-neglected institutions. One 
thing is certain, that divine truth will never 
suffer by Christian examination. When per- 
sons are once brought to prove all things, 
they are likely to discover, and then hold 
fast that which is good. Early next morn- 
ing after I reached Donegal, I set out for 
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St. Ernan’s, two miles from town, to visit 
J. H—, Esq., J. P., who had left word 
with a friend, that he should be glad to see 
me at his own place the next time I might 
come the way. HereI met a cordial Chris- 
tian welcome from this gentleman whom I 
had not seen for some ten or eleven years 
before. He is a truly good man, one who is 
willingly spending and being spent in the 
service of his Lord and master, and he has 
the means of doing much good. As I had 
been a Roman Catholic when he knew me 
before, he requested I would give him a 
brief account of my life from that to the pre- 
sent time. I did so, and while his heart 
filled, and his eyes began to overflow with 
tears of gratitude to the God of all grace, we 
both kneeled down and experienced such a 
happy season at the throne of mercy as, I 
hope, I shall long remember. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 
Mr, W. Anderson ........ ante /ataia 0 bys rere 2%. Or "0 Harleston, &c. 
Well-wisher to the cause................ O10 6] Pratt Mrs JOB. 55 svckcskntte. 0-620 
Collected by a Young Friend for Schools 117 6| Browne, Mr. R............... 0 5 0 
Mrs, More (Homerton).......00.000..-02. 1 @ 0 Pratt, Mr. James........ sfacroeeeO) sO 0 
Churches of North Devon, per Rev. Grimwade, Mr., and Friend.... 0 3 6 
Richard May ..........-+-.sss0e2- . 10 © 0 | Spratt, Rev. G., of Fressingfield 1 0 0 
Devonport (Morrice Square), per Rev. T. — 118 6 
OSU Sh arsic one Ss as Ran apie oie 2. aa aa Laxfield, &e. 
Waterford, by Rev. C. Hardcastle...... 411 6) Reid, Mr. James ..... 201076 
A Thank-offering ..............6 010 0 | Garrard, Mr......... ..- Oe 50 
C. Waghorne, Maidstone............... 1 0 0} Flatman, Mr. Henry ......... 2 6 
Baptist Church, Berwick on-Tweed, per Hollond, Mr. William, of Head- 
CP RUDSONL cod 7 to tcivvendedtcdsccdes GO) 6 DEOKC) Selle s sieves ove, fo 0 2- 6 
Do. Fordfoge ............ 4 0 0 | Robinson, Mrs. and Friend.... 0 4 0 
Eagle Street Collection, per Secretary... 8 4 0/| Baines, Mr., sen............., 050 
The Right Hon. Lord Arran.............. 2 0 0 moo 
Cage ae Eye, Suffolk. 
Hitchin, by Miss Stringer. Ashford, S., Esq.cn.....0..:...0 010 6 
PMliss Bradley seccservismmeds acon. 0) 100-0 Branch, Mr. J., don.,.. ...... 010 0 
Mrs. Harmouth .......... eoee 010 O Casabs MiG W oo occ cescsdosvess 0-6" 0 
Mire PEtkSivevcctsass-csscoccss 0-10 0 Gissing, Mr: Siicccss.c.cecceee: 0 5 0 
RICHES Satis ciceeleesieitlee sciecte 010 0 Marsh, Mr. J 770256 
ROM Oa EXERC Rs MY 0, csiacclasssiaisesineie o's 020 
Mrs. Hearne Staines, sub. ...0...00..2005 010 6| Collins, Mrs...... 0. 2 0 
Mrs. Eives, aes). 010 O| Pittuck, Mr.. 226 
Mr. Lugsden,.. 010 0 | Collection,... 20 
Mrs. Lugsden ...... 010 0 3 1 6 
Bo My DY Mr. Pritchard: sceeisvierecos ses 0 50 Ingham. 
M. B, (two quarters) ................ © 5 0 | Collection at the Revy.Mr. Ven- Ae 
C PINOVE Be is sicecncin nh censee vee 
Collected by George Francies. Worsted. Collected at the Rev. 
i orfolk. Mr. Humphrey’s..... aerdven Sim OO 
J idee is Aylsham. Collected at the Rey. 
Simpson, Miss /S,cccvcce «.-.« 1:0 0 p Bane’ sities «6 Sesepey mks Sako 
Jivgetang Mr....... ; ; : ; A Friend at Aylsham .......... 0 3 0 7 
Collection at the Rev. Mr. a Buxton, &c. 
OWAS'S: rele tien os eentierae ate 2 A eee 10 10 
Taylor, Mr. H. O.ce...sccc00.. 0-7 0 ee ere eer AED 
> 
Taylor, Mr. John........600.. 0 5 0 eM Wright, Miss M. ssec.c.c-s0e 0 5 0 beck 
2 
Beccles, Suffolk. Norwich. fu i 
Collection at the Rev. George Gooderson and Moll, Messrs. .. 
Oo tee aiid 48 3 Taylor, J. O., Esq.....-.-..+, L 1 0 
DEM Wien Hed aetteoncscse ce 2 10 0 Willett, Edw., Esq. ..+.+.+. ++. KY 
Mix, Se, We, WE sce cc ccvs cowie 05 0 Cozens, Mr. James .......++++ Le Wa) 
Sharpin, Wi, Haqeccscccsccovs O 2 6 Davey, Mrs. .......e0se+seeee 1 1 0 
Todd, Miss Anne ..........00062. 0 2 6 ae 0 eee a iat N an : 4 
«We He secoscve 5 0 0. IC Cluianeene coce aiclesate 
ee Se e 7 3 3 Hawkins, Mr. Thomas ........ 1 1 0 
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Pearson, Mr. James ....oe9+++ Woodbridge. 

Colman, Mr. Jeremiah....-.-+ Francis, Mr. George.....+..5.. 0 10 0 

Colman, Mr. James.e.+e.+e sees Head, Mrs.. .....s0-cseereeeee 0 5 O 

Harmer, Mr. William «....-++- Thompson, Mr. Philip ........ O10 6 

Crane, Mrs. .....+e+- Smith, Rev. John, Haskerton.. 1 L O gents 


Venning, J., Esq. ... 


Norton, at Bisq. ...cccces> Collected by Rev. S. Davis: 
Fn Oss 


Pee et tp et 


10 
10 
10 
00 
0 0 
0 0 
H kei St. P Th 
. Esq., by J. H. t. Peter’s, Thanet. 
eee pegs Tel 1. Rev. T. Cramp....-ssss.s+006 1 0 0 
Gurney, Mrs. Jane .....-+-++- LO Mr Whiter gidacusasanssacsi's,unor 6 
Birkbeck, H., Esq. (don.) .... 0 0 Mr. Hodgman ......-..c.seces O10 0 
Tillyard, Mr. Re 1. .-s+esoues Fw @ Mr. R. M. Cock ...5.... seaee OXS 6 
Trivett, Mr. T. B. ..... igs teach Leth, (0 oe Mr:-Covell idpeciaiicssedceccnss One 0 
Brock, Rev. William ..,.-.... 1 1 0 Mr. Newby .....--- aseraceitne! 0 Sb O 
Ringer, Mr. J.M. ..... ot La ko Mi Cae eee cc nde teas Ce 2.0 
Kett, George, Esq. ......+0- ey walt yal) Mr. Mussared ... AEP Wiha doe. 
Hupton, Rev. James, Claxton 1 0 0 Mr. Busbridge.... Joded VE QW 
Burlingham, Mr. John .....-.. 1 0 0 Mrs. Dawson .o.ccocogssacceess 010 0 
Cozens, Mr. John .<...--+0-ss 1 1 0 Mit bradley ann enie<'es = -rerkess A) KOLLO 
Culley, Mr. H. U., Cossey .... 1 1 0 Mra: Saffry cn ese +s cul PEC el ad ee) 
Culley, Mr. John, do.......- Rod "3 Mrs. Southerden Jeiwerccadiae OMS 6 
Culley, Mr. U. ..eeee seer eeeee Lid 0 Mr. Sneed ..,.eece-ceessereese 0 5 O 
Murrell, Mr. G. (two years)... 1 0 0 J. M. C. and two friends....... 1 5 0 
Geldart, Mr. Thomas ... Phe at a Mrs. Cock..... een 050 
Brewer, Mr. J. S......-- 4040 A Friend at R,. Osho 
Bignold, Mrs, Thomas ..... agent ne Small sums?) ficdoesscncecascm © rao 
Norton, Mr. Robert .......... 010 0 8 0 6 
Theobald, Miss .......-- Saar eeOLLO, 70 Margate. 
Hodds, Mro csc. ceiserecnsvess O10 O Coll. at Rev. D. Pledge’s ..... 113 4 
Culley, Mrs. R.....c..002+-45. 0 10 0 Te and Uo BME yea siaeisee's coe LOMO 
Tipple, Mra Jobn ..<.cs.vs- - 0110.0 Mr. Cobb) ciesbiasltese cases SU Ouee 
Fletcher, Mr. Josiah .....+-..+ 0 10°0 Mr. W. Giles ....ssseseseeeee 010 0 
Copeman, Mr. John ........... 010 6 Mr, R. Jenkins .. ...... we ONG 0 
Ringer, Mr. J. S. .-e0es. 010 0 Miss Brasier ...... +. 0 2 6 
Butcher, Mr. Jeremiah .. 010 0 Mrs, Ry bot, aaveecs cep cei senses LOO 
Ling, Mrs.....ce,scoveccoesce 910 0 5 15 10 
aa eee James... .0-.00- . . : : Eyethorne. * 
ill 0, Daw ceen eee ene nen ceeee ollecti - is ? Derottces? 
Smith. Mrs, and Sons........-. 010 0 pons SU Roes We Coren Sauuin 
Brosey Men te ee ae Collection at Rev. J. P. Hewlett’s...... 2 7 1 
Potter, Mr. Thomas .......-... 010 0 Ashford. 
Ages, Miss Tae cic ..c0s osc 010 0 Collection at Rev. T. Davis’s.. 3 4 9 
Bowles, Mr., Eilingham ....... 010 0 Mra. Davis ...0rcopreverecess, 20) 0 
Turner, Mr. J., Trowse ..-. +. - 010 0 449 
Taylor, Mr. G., Deopham.,... 010 0 Leominster. 
Mackie, Mr. Anther ......0-... 010 0 By/Rew. 8.9. Davisiee osicceecincceneciee 820" 0 
Allen, Miss 5... 0.0.0 oe 010 0 
Cozéns, Mr. Jeremiah 010 0 Collected by Rev. S. Davis: 
French, Mes eccorseces sess 010 0 Minchin Hampton. 
Btheridge, MY. ciuascehass-ccvvees OlnOUnNO Collection at Rev. J. Dunn’s.. 110 0 
Coleman, Mr. George.... conn GURO. we Mrs. Nealeiicvestesaceae ccceee O10 O 
Mitchell, Mr. Samuel... 05 0 Shortwood, 
Barnard, Mr., Ellingham .. 050 Coll. at Rev. T. F. Newman’s 6 8 6 
Holmes, Mr. John ....... iiajeea aie Stroud. 
Collections. Collection at Rev. W. Yates... 3 6 0 
St Marvias Rese Wantabrick’s. Gl Sane Mrs Bishops wyeses)< sen swenrenyy OOO 
Pols ME ALYEE> ENG Vea NY na OO Kes Mr. Clissold, Pakenhill ........ 1 0 0 
Orford Hill, the Rev. Mr.Green’s 3 3 2 Kingstanley 
St. Clement's, the Rey. Mr. Mr. P. Kin 3 2 
Buntls’syedospeccvereween<sc te) aa Miss Ringe Bae Ceara Sen “4 . 
Brooke, by the Rev. J. Green 1 9 7 Mr. J. King ere Sakon Sit Os 
69 0 10 London, 
Lowestoft. Mr. Ridley, Newgate Street... 1 0 0 : 
A few friends......s0+-. seoeee O10 6 ———— 171 3 0) 
Corbyn, Mred Ke cases nes ae. 0 5 0 
015 6 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen's 
Row, Walworth; by the Rey. J. Dyer, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street; and the Rev. StepHen Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; ©. Burts, 
Esq., 19, Bridge Street, Blackfriars; SanperRs, 104, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury ; Lap- 
BROKE & Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by the Rev. C. ANDERSON, Edinburgh; the Rev. 
Mr. Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev. J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hil, Rath- 
mines-road, Dublin; by the Rev. C, Harpcastie, Waterford ; Rev. F. Trestraty, Rock 
Grove Terrace, Strand Road, Cork ; by Mr. J. Horxrns, Bull Street, Birmingham ; and by any 
Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


QUARTERLY REGISTER 


OF THE 


Baptist Home sfHlisstanary Society. 


No. XIX. New SErigEs. 


Marcu, 1841. 


Malton, Feb. 6, 1841. 


My pear BrotHEer,—As you press me for 

a little information relative to my late move- 
ments, I reluctantly comply, being \over- 
whelmed with a multiplicity of engagements, 
and should prefer that intelligence should be 
supplied by the ministers and friends in the 
different localities where I have been. My 
efforts at Bridlington were commenced in 
_ October, and, for the first three weeks, con- 
tinned every morning at five o’clock, and 
eyery evening at seven, visiting from house to 
to house through the day as time and strength 
would admit, and holding an inquirers’ meet- 
ing each night after the public service. During 
this period, had the chapel been three times 
the size it would have been filled, and con- 
sequently the work would have been far more 
extensive and powerful than it was. The 
pressure and heat were at times really dread- 
ful. Here, many of the cold, placid, easy, 
and comfort-loving professors of the day, would 
object, that these meetings and extra efforts 
jade and wear out the people. To which it 
would be enough to reply, so-do the exchange, 
the factory, the counting-house, and the shop, 
jade and wear out the people. But, alas ! in 
this frozen age, people may be jaded and worn 
out in anything except religion. But I beg 
to deny that the people are jaded and worn 
out by these meetings, except when they are 
~conducted by ignorant visionaries, or the place 
of meeting be small and inconvenient, or 
where persons will not hearken to the counsel 
of wisdom and experience, but persist in sit- 
ting up late, talking, singing, smoking, or 
drinking intoxicating beverages, and so ex- 
haust themselves, not in the meetings, or 
in efforts to bring people to them, but in 
those unwise and inconsistent practices ; but 
to many, the saving of souls from death and 
hell is nothing to the sublimity and gratifica- 
tion of lying late in bed. But to return to 
Bridlington: I then held services in the even- 
ing only, for a fortnight ; and then went on 
with morning and evening services again for 
another week, and a deep and extensive im- 
pression was made, There were sixty-five 


inquirers, thirty-two of whom have been bap- 
tized and added to the church, This number 
might have been much larger, had the church 
been awake and at work. The efforts were 
chiefly carried on by a few indefatigable young 
ladies, and a very energetic poor woman, 

do not mean to say that others did nothing ; 
many did what was wise and proper to be 
done, but in which there was nothingremarka- 
ble as to the labour, self-denial, or perseverance 
displayed. The spirit with which their aged 
pastor entered into and persevered in_ the 
movement, was above-all praise ; he has been 
there forty-five years, but I have no doubt he 
would have been ten times as useful if he had 
removed during that period. Some Inde- 
pendents of Skipsea having pressed me seve- 
ral times to visit them, I did so, and staid 
with them five days. I held meetings every 
night and morning in the Independent and 
Methodist chapels, and visited nearly every 
house in the place. A good impression was 
made, and I hope both congregations were 
stirred up to a holy determination to pray and 
labour more for the conversion of souls, and 
the spread of the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God. I then returned to Bridlington for a 
few days longer,and endeavoured to put things 
in a train for employing, with zealous perse- 
verance and united activity, the energy of the 
whole church, in vigorous efforts for the glory 
of God and the salvation of sinners. O that 
there were the union and love which would 
warrant the expectation that much work of 
importance would be done. I find every 
where a few frozen ones, that will stand in the 
way of everything requiring self-denial and 
liberal, energetic, untiring effort ; with these 
the children of caution and mammon always 
unite, and thus the creeping system is sus- 
tained. © the love of money! the cursed 
love of money and ease. It appears to me 
that many professors care no more about a 
thousand souls rolling into hell, than a tender- 
hearted, feeling man would at the death of a 
worm. I now proceeded to Stockton on 
Tees, to hold some meetings in connexion 
with the re-opening of our chapel there, which 
had been enlarged ; but I was grieved to find 
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it in such an unfinished state, damp and cold, 
and no means of having a fire. Dec. 17th, 
brother Giles, of Leeds, preached two beauti- 
ful sermons, and returned the next morning ; 
on the evening of the 18th, the Sunday-school 
tea party was held, after which several ad- 
dresses were delivered, which produced some 
little feeling, which induced us to publish 
meetings for the next morning and evening ; 
but in this I now think we were premature, 
the feeling was not deep enough to warrant 
it; on Lord’s day, the 20th, the congregations 
were good all three times. I then proceeded 
with morning and evening meetings, but the 
severity of the weather and the state of the 
place were much against us ; besides which, 
the members of the church were few and 
feeble, and quite incapable of carrying out 
any course of efficient or extensive effort in 
such a town; in addition to this, Christmas 
was just at hand, which is ever a most dissi- 
pating season: all this made me groan and 
bitterly lament the want of wisdom and sound 
judgment in making aggressive movements on 
the territories of darkness. This, in a great 
measure, arises from looking upon conversion 
as miraculous, or a physical change by some 
sovereign application of power, instead of a 
spiritual operation by divine truth, in the use 
of wisely adapted means appointed for that 
end by the great Head of the church. Hence, 
such efforts as we could make under these 
unpropitious circumstances, appeared to me 
almost as hopeless as sowing seed in a heap 
of ice with the expectation of speedy growth. 
But, almost distracted for the state of the 
church and the town night and day, I was 
loath to give it up, though very poorly with 
cold and hoarseness, with feverish restless 
nights, so that it was only with much weak- 
ness I could faintly pursue the great object ; 
but praise and glory to the Lord for his amaz- 
ing goodness and mercy, he heard prayer, 
and some few were awakened, and others were 
brought to decision who had most sinfully 
trifled with their convictions for years; twelve 
were baptized before I left, and ten more were 
expected soon to follow; and besides these, there 
was a most excellent man, who had been bap- 
tized before, a preacher in the town, decided to 
unite with the church, and I have no doubt 
will be a most efficient help to them. On re- 
ceiving your letter, requesting me to visit 
Shropshire, I determined at once to leave and 
go to Malton, where I had been expected for 
some time; and they had now put off their 
Sunday-school tea party to wait for my ar- 
rival; as soon as this became known, the 
young people got up a petition, and took it 
about for signatures, pressing me to remain, 
and stating that it was their conviction that 
the good work was only beginning ; this, I 
believe, was really true ; but not expecting 
any very powerful or extensive work without 
much more time and strength than I could 
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then command, I left, and proceeded ie 
Boroughbridge, on my way to Malton. At 
Asenby, I was kindly received and enter- 
tained by William Tetley, Esq., and preached 
in his house at night to a pleasing company. 
Preached at Dishforth the next evening, and 
the next day went into Boroughbridge ; 
preached three times on the Lord’s day, and 
each evening for the next four days ; the con- 
gregations increased in numbers and interest, 
but the weather was so intensely cold, and 
there being no means of warming the chapel, 
and the people having for the mest part so 
far to come in the snow, and feeling myself 
too weak and poorly to visit from house to 
house, I determined to go on to Malton, yet 
I think Boroughbridge and the whole neigh- 
bourhood would soon enkindle in one holy 
blaze, if suitable means were adopted. In 
passing through York, I wondered what the 
Baptists of this great county could be doing, 
not to have a cause in this ancient city, and 
grieved that any professing the name of Jesus 
should be so indifferent to his glory and the 
salvation of sinners. On arriving at Malton 
I was most kindly welcomed, and met the 
friends, sixteen in number, at their prayer- 
meeting, and gave them a short address ; the 
same evening I found that things were im- 
proving under the wise and persevering 
activity of brother Boyce, a student from 
Bradford College ; but still the cause was 
very low and desolate indeed. On Lord’s 
day, the 17th of January, in the forenoon, 
we had thirty persons besides a few children 
recently gathered into the Sunday-school, 
re-established by brother Boyce. In the 
afternoon, the chapel was three parts full ; 
and in the evening, crowded ; the next morn- 
ing we commenced at five o’clock, and had a 
good attendance for the first meeting, which 
was doubled the next morning; and from this 
time the meetings went on steadily increasing 
in numbers and power to the very last. Some- 
times we were much crowded, and on the two 
last Lord’s days it was said that as many went 
away who could not get in as those who got — 
in, while every part was crammed full, aisles, 
vestry, and all, and when brother Boyce and I 
came to chapel at six o’clock, we met crowds. 
returning, not being able to get within the 
door, and it was with difficulty that we got te 
the pulpit ; and after the service not less than 
one hundred and fifty stayed at the inquirer’s 
meeting ; fifteen had been added to the church 
that day ; twelve who had been baptized, and 
three restored, but a larger number are ex- 
pected to be baptized next Lord’s day, and I 
trust every Lord’s day-for some time to come 
at least. The convictions of some were very 
deep and powerful ; one young man was 
nearly bereft of his reason for a time, and an 
old man, aged seventy-three, wept like @ 
child, crying out, “ Seventy-three, and not cut — 
down, what a wonder!” “ seventy-three, and 
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no fruit, O how awful!” “ what shall I do 2” 
But most to whom we could gain early access, 
surrendered their souls quickly to the Saviour, 
relying on his blood, and joying in the great 
salvation. But the great difficulty of keeping 
free from cold and hoarseness through this 
severe weather, prevented my visiting exten- 
sively, as it was; as much as I could do in 
general to get voice enough for the public ser- 
. vices of the morning and evening, but, through 
great mercy, I was enabled to preach fifty-one 
sermons or addresses during the twenty-three 
days I remained in Malton. O that all the 
evils and imperfections in them may be for- 
given, and that I may find mercy in the last 
great day, and, through the precious blood of 
the Lamb, enter the kingdom. We were 
much indebted to a reclaimed drunkard for 
the steady attendance at the morning meet- 
ings, as regularly every morning he got there 
and lighted the fire and lamps, so that the 
chapel was nicely lighted and warmed every 
morning by five o’clock, without a single fail- 
ure ; this was so noble, and at the same time 
so important, that I most gratefully record 
the fact. They are now about to enlarge the 
chapel, by the erection of galleries, in which 
I hope they will have the liberal assistance of 
all the friends of the Redeemer, as by this 
noble effort their indefatigable young minister 
hopes to make it independent of the Home 
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Mission by the end of the present year, and 
without it the cause never can support itself, 
In a few hours after my reaching Bridlington, 
Mr. 8. Cowton, the aged but excellent deacon 
of the church, and Mrs. Harness, the wife of 
their aged pastor, died, I remain to bury 
them, and improve their death, and_ then 
proceed to Shropshire, which I perceive is an 
equally dreary region with the East Riding of 
Yorkshire, as to the small number of churches 
and the few members in them, O let all 
the lovers of Jesus, who long for the spread of 
the gospel, pray most earnestly and constantly 
that I may move and act in the wisdom, love, 
and power of the Eternal Spirit, and that a 
mighty host of labourers, of a right stamp, 
may be raised up to run to and fro, that know- 
ledge may increase, and the whole earth be 
filled with the glory of the Lord. The minis- 
ters wanted are men of energetic activity, de- 
yotional fire, and untiring perseverance. O 
Lord, send them ; for this is my incessant 
cry. 
lam, yours affectionately, 
Tos. PuLsrorp, 


P.S, If you print this, let it be published 
as it is; if not, please to return it to me, as 
I like to tell my tale in my own way or say 
nothing. 


Tre Committee respectfully request that all Accounts of Monies intended 
to appear in thenext Annual Report, may be forwarded to their Correspond- 
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Donations and Subscriptions will be gratefully received on behalf of the Society, at No. 6 
Fen.Court, Fenchurch Street ; by the Treasurer, W. T. BEEBY, Esq., 8, Old Jewry ; by the 
(Secretary) Rev. C,H, Rox, 10, Grove, Camberwell ; by the (Correspondence Secretary) 
Rev, 8. J. Davis, 23, Hast.cheap ; or any Minister of the Denomination. 


*,* Please observe that Mr. Ron’s residence is as above, 10, Grove, Camberwell ; but he 
earnestly requests that all correspondence intended for the Committee may be addressed, not 
to him, but to Mr, Davis, the Corresponding Secretary. Compliance with this request will 
prevent much confusion and delay. 
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